A Problem in Thinking

A serious problem we humans are continually afflicted with is the problem of thinking God down to human
proportions. It is almost impossible for us to get, much less keep a vision of God in true God sized dimensions. Even Adam
and Eve who were face to face personally acquainted with God do not seem to have had any idea how much respect they
should have had for God, for His power and for His word. Imagine Adam and Eve sinning and then in order to cover their
disobedience attempting to play hide-and-go-seek in the garden with the Creator of the universe. What could they have been
thinking? They treated God as if God was on their level of power, knowledge and ability, as if they could hope to disobey
God and then avoid punishment because they were able to outsmart or outmaneuver God like God was one of them. It seems
that from the very beginning of His dealings with humankind God did not present Himself to them in a manner that
inspired the awe and honor of which God is due. Perhaps it took them a while to come to the realization that it was God
that was in control of all things and a power that could only be resisted if God Himself allowed it.

Cain’s response to God was certainly not broken out with awe. When God did not respect Cam s improper worship Cain got

angry. Genesis 4: 4 “But to Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And 1 #. 7 It seems
like Cain would understand that it was a losing proposition to not obey God and then get angry when God objected. There seems to
be something about God in His relationship to humankind that makes people only respect Him and His word because it is the right
thing to do and they deeply desire to do right. If they do not desire to do right they do not respect God or his word. If people are
not determined to do right they appear to be consistently committed to pitting their will and their wits against God, God’s word
and God’s people instead of obeying God. And God has let people do that from the beginning. The reason God has let people rebel if
they chose is because it is part of God’s plan for creating a people that will serve God because it is the right thing to do and they are
absolutely determined to, of their own free will, do right.

If God decides that a person is going to do a thing the person is going to do it. Jonah found that out. Jonah, like Adam and Eve
disobeyed God and then attempted to play hide-and-go-seek with God. Jonah quickly came to know that you could not successfully hide
from the God that runs the whole show. Jonah found out that extreme measures are easy doings for God. If God desires He can easily
prepare big things to come swallow you down and give you a secluded spot in which to rethink your strategy. That ordeal in the sea got
Jonah’s attention but Jonah was still pretty disapproving of God, judging from the things Jonah said in the last chapter of the book. What
is it about God that makes people like Adam and Eve and Cain and Jonah so disrespectful of Him? Or maybe that is not the correct
question. Maybe the question to ask is, What is wrong with people like Adam and Eve and Cain and Jonah that makes them not
understand who God is?

We humans frequently succeed in opposing each other and thwarting each other’s will, often without retribution. God cannot
successfully be opposed without retribution. Opposition to God is a temporary, doomed to fail situation that exists only to the extent that
God allows it. When sin in the earth became almost universal God simply washed away and buried everything that opposed Him. Qut of
the entire human population of the earth God saved eight people who were willing of their own free will to carefully follow His
instructions only. In the days of Noah the vast majority of the human population of the world did not respect God. Their disrespect for
God led them to destruction by the hand of God. Noah and his family respected God and their respect for God led them to be saved by the
hand of God through God’s grace and their own ready willingness to obey God’s instructions. When God told Noah to build a great
big waterproof box Noah and his family obeyed God. The same God that the majority of the human population treated with total
disrespect, Noah carefully obeyed. In both cases it was the same God. It was the God who can, apparently with no particular strain, bring
a flood of water and wash you away if He chooses to. Noah willingly made himself a slave to God’s word while the rest of the world
went busily on their way disobeying God in every conceivable way. By their willingness to make themselves slaves to the words of the
God that none of their neighbors were respecting Noah and his family were saved.

The important thing to understand is that it is exceedingly easy for humans to downsize God in their own minds until they
have absolutely no respect for God or for His inspired word, the Holy Bible. They are religious but with religions of their own
creation, that have little resemblance to the religion presented in the New Testament. They worship a god but it is a god of their own
design. It is a false god who in their mind will allow them to be active unrepentant fornicators, liars, thieves, blasphemers and
whatever other sins suit them and still accept and reward them with every blessing both here and in eternity or whatever they believe.
Most religion practiced on earth today is practiced in total disrespect for the inspired message contained in the New Testament.
History indicates that all that do not respect God are all headed for destruction by the hand of God. If any do not repent of their false
religions and ungodliness and begin to respect the eternal living God as God in truth and begin to obey the teachings of the New
Testament they have no hope of escaping punishment by God. And the shame is that it is all so uncalled for.

God has proven Himself willing to turn upside down the world for the benefit of those who, like Noah will willingly make
themselves the slaves of His word. All need to work and pray that everyone will know that and be saved like Noah.
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Roselyn Agyare who fell and broke her
knee
Ron Tirey had a heart procedure on
Thursday, January 31 and seems to be
doing well
Charity and Abdiel Pallafox for their
safety in the dangerous area in which they
reside
Divya Srinivasan a Ph.D. student at UK
has requested our prayers for her success in
getting a new student visa to return to the
US and finish her program
Neil Erickson who is in Wales on business
Jim Spivey
Bill Robinson Jr.
Pat Wallace
Anne Harper and the baby
Donnie & Tracy Oliver & their baby
Helen Stephens
Brayden Grushon
The mother of Lori Dailey
Chris Handshoe
Chris and Jen Dooley
Jeffrey Howerton
Ruel Baker
Addison Pervine
Carl Stripplehoff
Sybil Jamison
Blanch Thompson
Karen Handshoe
Tom Kemp
Freda Blakey is in Cardinal Hill Hospital
for therapy.
James Stauffer

Did you know that song number
458; “In the Garden” in “Hymns for
Worship” is talking about reading the New
Testament? The only way Jesus talks to
you today is when you read the New
Testament. The only way you may share
with Jesus the experience in the garden is
to read about it in the New Testament. By
reading the New Testament the reader is
able to share in both the mind and the
experiences of Jesus. A person that does
not know the New Testament does not
know Jesus because the New Testament is
the only source of knowing Jesus.

God’s eternal purpose involves
us knowing the contents of God’s book.
John 20: 31 “But these are written, that
you might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing you
might have life through his name.”

If we do not know the
contents of God’s book we are not
going to believe and have life through
Jesus Christ the Son of God.

A MAJOR PURPOSE THAT THIS
CHURCH MUST SERVE IS TO HELP
AS MANY AS POSSIBLE KNOW THE

CONTENTS OF GOD’S BOOK THE
HOLY BIBLE AS WELL AS
POSSIBLE

Science fiction claims that the heavens
and earth of which we are a part were not created,
while true science works diligently and
successfully every day in every part of the globe
proving that they were created. As a step in the
road to eventually CREATING artificial
organisms scientists have lately synthesized the
complete DNA of a type of bacteria. The stated
purpose of these scientists is “to build new
organisms that work differently than nature
intended, such as producing new fuels.” In
pursuit of that goal they have succeeded in
producing what amounts to the genetic structure
of a germ. They see this as a LOGICAL step
toward their chosen goal in the creation of a
field of “synthetic biology.” This work is being
done by scientists from the J. Craig Venter
Institute in Maryland and was reported in the
journal “Science”.

The group started with off-the-shelf,
LABORATORY-MADE DNA fragments.

It is clear that these scientists are
thinking a whole lot, planning ahead and working
in very tightly controlled conditions. They are not
wading, neck deep in sea slime, or pond scum, or
depending on a long string of unguided accidents
for their successes. In their work day by day these
scientists are proving the truth of two things that
the Holy Bible has affirmed for thousands of
years.

1. That this ecology of which we are

partisa CREATED ECOLOGY.

2. That human beings can

UNDERSTAND AND USE the

methods used by the CREATOR of

this ecology.

What the scientists did in this case was

MAKE a MAN-MADE COPY of the entire
genome of a small bacterium. They MADE a
MAN-MADE COPY of the GOD-MADE
ORIGINAL. That is what true science does
every day all day in every part of the globe. True
science searches to discover the secrets of how
this universe is made and how it works in
order to understand and use those secrets just
as the Creator of this universe understood and
used them in creating this universe.

It is very difficult for people that are
busy carefully ™ () * copies of existing
things to convincingly argue that the existing
things that they are copving were not ™ (+ .

True science is proving the truth of the
claims of the Holy Bible, that this ecology was
created and that humankind can understand
how it is created and make copies.
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THAT IS WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING
3:00PM TODAY

REMEMBER TO PLAN FOR THE
GOSPEL MEETING WITH GARY
HENRY PREACHING APRIL 6-11

The Book of Revelation is a difficult
book because it is a book of mostly
unexplained symbols where things are
made to represent other things. We know
that is true, because the first vision is
explained to the extent that we know that
stars represent messengers of churches,
and lampstands represent churches.
Beyond that not many of the details of
the numerous visions in the rest of the
book are explained. But in the Book of
Revelation one message cannot be
missed. God is in control and God and
His servants win!
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Revelation 1: 8 “7 am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end, says
the Lord, which is, and which was, and

which is to come, the Almighty.”

Revelation 22:13 “I am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end, the

first and the last. 14 Blessed [are] they

that do his commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into the

city. “
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Bible Studies for all ages 7:30pm
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First Friday 7:30pm
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