February 24, 2008

THE END OF THE STORY

The New Testament is unique in all of the written material available today. There is nothing else like it. It claims to be the inspired
word of God written by the inspired apostles of Jesus Christ in the first century AD.

There are other books that claim to be inspired of God but the unique thing about the New Testament that sets it apart from all
of those is the bond that exists between the New Testament and the Hebrew Scriptures preserved in the Old Testament.

The Hebrew Scriptures preserve the records of thousands of years of fulfilled prophecies and prophetic symbols that have been
given by God in past generations. They are preserved in order to provide a body of evidence that will allow reasonable people to
understand that God is and that God does have a plan for saving sinners. In the Hebrew scriptures evidence is given that identifies only
Jesus of Nazareth as the long promised Savior descended through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and King David of the tribe of Judah. When
the priest/king Melchisedec is mentioned in Genesis the purpose is to identify what kind of priest the Savior is to be. The Savior was not
to be a priest in the priesthood of Aaron because the Savior was not to be of the family of Aaron. The Savior was to be of the tribe of
Judah. The Savior was to be a priest that like Melchisedec was directly and personally appointed by God. For that reason God inspired
King David to write “The LORD has sworn, and will not repent, 1 " 7 (Psalms
110:4) Regardless of tribe or family Jesus serves as a high priest because God appointed Him to serve as a high priest. The writer of the
book of Hebrews referred to that. “Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show to the heirs of promise the immutability of his
counsel, confirmed [it] by an oath: 18 That by two immutable things, in which [it was] impossible for God to lie, we might have a
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 19 Which [hope] we have as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and steadfast, and which enters into that within the veil, 20 # $ % § &

.” (Hebrews 6:17-20) We should always remember that at the time David wrote
Psalms 110:4 the Law of Moses was in effect and being practiced with the high priests of the family of Aaron making sacrifices to God
in the tabernacle. Psalms 110:4 is a clear prophecy that God intended for the Law of Moses to stop being practiced by the introduction
of'a new priest that was not to serve under the Law of Moses. Isaiah prophesied that the promised Savior would die for the sins of

others. “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him,; he has put [him] to grief: when & " , he shall
see [his] seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 He shall see of the travail of his
soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for " ( . (Isaiah
53:10,11)

When Jesus died, it was in fulfillment of the prophecies that are preserved in the Hebrew scriptures. Those prophecies could not be
fulfilled by any other person or at any other time in the history of this earth. Any other person could not fulfill them, because no
person other than Jesus of Nazareth fit all of the qualifications that are given in the prophecies of the Hebrew Scriptures. They
could not be fulfilled at any other time in the history of this world because the time of fulfillment was also a matter of prophecy.
(Daniel 2)

The New Testament is locked to the Old Testament by unbreakable bonds of prophecy and fulfillment from the beginning to the
end of the story. The Old Testament is the foundation upon which the New Testament and only the New Testament sits. Just as
there is not room in God’s plan for any other Savior, there is also not room for any other inspired book. Once the New Testament
was closed the Book of God was complete. The New Testament would be unimpressive without the supporting prophetic evidence
preserved in the Old Testament. The Old Testament is incomplete without the New Testament because the Old Testament has no
provision to actually atone for sin, so that, sins may be forgiven by God without being ignored. In the innocent death of sinless
Jesus the New Testament provides the offering that will once and for all actually atone for sin so that sin may be forgiven without
being ignored.

When Jesus came to this earth He did precisely what God intended for Him to do. We know that because we know what the
Old Testament had for generations said that the Savior would do. Any doctrine, group or book that says that Jesus did not do exactly
and fully what God sent Him to this earth to do is a false doctrine, a false group, or a false book and those who teach it, whatever it may
be, are false teachers. Jesus Christ did not come to this earth and fail. Jesus came to this earth and succeeded. Jesus set up the eternal
kingdom of God and He gave the eternal word of God that will never end and He gave the sacrifice that will never be repeated.

The bottom line is that in the Holy Bible I have the entire inspired record of God for us today. Every other book on earth that
claims to be inspired is not. How do you know that? You compare the other books to the Holy Bible. The Holy Bible is the standard
against which all other messages must be measured because the Holy Bible holds an unassailable position of obvious divine origin. Its
records and prophecies date to the dawn of time. Though written by many, many people in many ages and places the Holy Bible is one
only story from beginning to end. No other book on earth holds that position!

Evidence from sources outside of, and sometimes-even hostile to the Holy Bible, support the statements of the Holy Bible.
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When humankind is given the
power and position that only the true and
living God should have disaster
ALWAYS follows and millions suffer,
ALWAYS.

Disaster is the result when
anything but the true and living God is
worshipped.

Romans 1: 28 “And even as __

- God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which
are not convenient,; 29 Being filled with all
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness,
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, debate, deceit, malignity,
whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God,
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of
evil things, disobedient to parents, 31
Without understanding, covenantbreakers,
without natural affection, implacable,
unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the
judgment of God, that they which commit
such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them
that do them.”

NOTHING can protect
humankind from humankind but
worshipping God and obeying His will
that was revealed by Jesus Christ and is
preserved in the New Testament.

To the extent that I replace MY
WILL with GOD’S WILL my life will
gain real worth both to me and to others.

John 10:10 “/ am come that they
might have life, and that they might have
[it] more abundantly.”
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In order for your heart to be in heaven you
must put your treasure there first.
Matthew 6: 20 “But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust does corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through nor steal: 21 For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Our love and respect for God show our love
for God’s children.
1John 5: 2 By this we know that we love
the children of God, when we love God,
and keep his commandments. 3 For this is
the love of God, that we keep his
commandments: and his commandments
are not grievous
In this world each of us has a major enemy.
This is a personal enemy that is out to get
me- and you.
1Peter 5: 8 “Be sober, be vigilant; because ____
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, knowing that the
same afflictions are accomplished in your
brethren that are in the world.”
2Corinthians 11: 3 “But [ fear, lest by any
means,
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, S0 your minds should be

the simplicity that is in Christ.”

There are certain things that have long
been a serious problem to humans. Two of those
things that are very prominent in our society are
wagering and drinking alcohol. The reason that
they are a problem is that in many people they
are highly addictive. People love the thrill of
wagering. People like what alcohol does for
them. They wager or drink alcohol because they
want to wager or drink alcohol. They keep on
wagering or drinking alcohol because they want
to keep on doing those things. When doing those
things begins to destroy the quality of their
existence on earth they still keep on doing them
because they still want to keep on doing them.
When I was a teenager one of my

teenage friends who when invited to drink
alcohol or get involved in some kind of wagering
thing or anything else sinful always refused and
when asked why his standard answer was “1
might like it.” That young man had absolutely
no intention of letting the devil put a ring in his
nose by which to drag him through the dirt and
grime for the rest of his life. His answer is one of
the best answers to temptation because one of the
most serious dangers is “I might like it”. The
very best way to not have to stop doing
something is to never start doing it. If | am wise
enough to choose to not sleep with rattlesnakes
because they might bite me I need to apply that
same wisdom to sin. Sin is not just something
that you do and walk away from. Sin is a trap
carefully laid by the devil to ensnare you and me.
We must resist the devil “ v
as Paul said and as Jesus demonstrated.

Matthew 4: 4 “But he answered and said, __
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The word of God will make us wise in
the most important ways. 2Timothy 3:15

There will be an informational business
meeting for the entire church on March
2, 2008 at 4:00PM

There will be a men’s business meeting
on March 9, 2008 at 3:00PM
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How can a young person clean
up their act? God’s word has the answer.
Psalm 119:9 “Wherewithal shall a
young man — ? by taking
heed [thereto] according to your word.”
The sooner a person begins to follow
God’s word the more likely they will be
to be able to avoid sins that will hurt
them for the rest of their life. By
knowing God’s word, and in the light of
what God’s word says, paying attention
to what they are doing, a person can
clean up their life and keep it clean.

When should a person begin to
have serious thoughts about God?
Ecclesiastes 12:1 “Remember now your
Creator V7
Luke 2: 46 “And it came to pass, that after
three days they found him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the doctors, both
hearing them, and asking them questions. 47
And all that heard him were astonished at his
understanding and answers.” (Jesus was
twelve years old at the time) When does the
devil start working on a person? When do
people begin to be tempted to do things that
are wrong? When do people begin to be
taught things that are not true? A person
should most certainly get serious about God
before that time.
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