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Come You Out

Stop and consider for a moment how different Christians were from the major population of the world when the gospel first
began to be preached outside of the area of Judea. The Gentiles could be counted on to be superstitious, immoral idolaters. The teachings
of Jesus Christ are as opposed to the beliefs and practices of the Gentile societies into which the gospel went as could possibly be
imagined. Christians stood out like beacons in the night, and they had to stand without the comfort of numbers or of the approval of the
majority of the population.

Before they became Christians what Gentiles shared with friends and family, were hopes, dreams and aspirations that revolved
around believing and practicing religions that were absolutely sinful to practice. When the family got together what could a Christian do
other than stand in obvious opposition to everything that was being done by the Christian’s own idolatrous kinfolk. When the idolaters
prayed to their false gods, the Christian could neither participate, nor approve the actions of those that did participate.

The trade guilds (the equivalent of trade unions today) were completely interlocked with idolatry. A person that would not do the
sacrifices, oblations, prayers, rituals and participate in the celebrations and holidays or wear the charms of the local idolatrous religion
could wind up blamed for everything from illness or natural disasters to dried up cows, chickens that would not lay or accidents on the
job. It goes without saying that Christians would very likely have a hard time finding and keeping a paying position.

Fishing- idolaters typically invoked the assistance of the false gods they worshipped to fill their fishnets and fish hooks with
good catches of fish. Because he did not implore those false gods a Christian who was fishing with idolaters could expect to be blamed if
the group caught no fish.

Travel- offerings and ceremonies honoring false gods were a usual part of any trip of any consequence. When a Christian
traveled with idolaters the Christian could expect his or her refusal to participate in these religious practices to be blamed for any
problems or misfortunes that may occur.

The civil governments and the armies- every promotion, every holiday, every new building and every day’s business was the
occasion for idolatrous religious activities. Failing to participate in those could be considered an act of treason. Idolatry was maintained,
defended and supported by the civil governments and armies.

The schools- accepted and promoted idolatry and idolatrous worship of false gods as a right, proper and wise duty of every law-
abiding citizen. The gospel of Jesus Christ because it teaches that all of those idolatrous beliefs and practices are wrong was viewed as the
enemy of learning.

The laws- were made by idolaters and supported idolatry. Idolatry was woven into every part of the social, civil and economic
fabric of society of every group of people but the Jews.

The recreation- like other things was built around the beliefs and practices of idolatrous religions. Most of the recreations were
either things that were wrong in themselves, and therefore Christians could not do them, or things that were not wrong in themselves but
done in a way that was wrong and therefore Christians could not participate.

The neighborhoods- every neighbor, that was not a Jew, could be counted on to be an idolater, and very likely to be opposed to
the practice of true religion.

Marriage- the ceremonies and traditions were steeped in idolatrous rituals and superstitions.

The literature- for the most part was tales of fornication, idolatry and war.

The places to eat- were idol’s temples, inns and wine shops for the idolaters, but what for the Christians?

Idolaters to serve the interests of idolaters conducted war-. Every part of every army was saturated from top to bottom with
idolatry and riotous behavior.

Once a person who was an idolater obeyed the gospel and became a Christian that person was in a whole new world where there
was no idol, no idolatry, no fornication, no drunkenness, no superstition, no lies, no stealing, no gluttony and no riotous behavior. By
becoming a Christian they placed themselves in open opposition to almost every fiber of the society in which they resided. Think about
that. That is what the inspired word of God said that they must do.

2Corinthians 6:16 “ And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God; as God
has said, I will dwell in them, and walk in [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore

. and , says the Lord, and touch not the unclean [thing],; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father to
you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty. 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved,

How could preachers in the first century AD expect people to become Christians and stand out as clear targets for everyone’s
prejudice and superstition? How could God expect that? How could ordinary people be expected to be so brave, so motivated and so
faithful that they would live and teach God’s revealed will with no human support but from other faithful Christians who were often few
in number, widely scattered and themselves persecuted? HOW COULD GOD EXPECT THAT?

God may expect that because God desires for us to be His sons and daughters and God refuses to be the Father of sons and
daughters who conform to the sins of this world. 1
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Jean Bratcher’s family in her death.

Jean was once a member here.

A Chinese lady who studied the Bible

with members of this church during 2007

lives (if she still lives) with her family

and teaches in a city that is within a few

miles of the epicenter of the recent

earthquake in China. The extent of

damage and suffering there is almost

beyond imagining. The area is

mountainous and in places densely

populated with many high-rise apartment

buildings in the cities. Buildings of all

sorts, including school buildings full of

children collapsed before the occupants

could get out. Landslides of boulders and

earth from the steep slopes took lives,

blocked roads and dammed up streams.

In some places the damming of streams

has caused the streams to suddenly flood

inhabited areas. Steady rains have added

to the flooding and to the suffering of

those who have no shelter because of the

danger posed by entering the quake-

damaged structures which are still

standing. The Chinese government’s

response has been instant and very able.

Ruth Brundige Richard’s mother

Cindy Miller, Rob’s mother

Jonathan Nations

Marlene Wood

Matt York

Glen Seabolt

Christie Ellis

Janie Smith

Shirley Lewis

Brady Gibbons

Carla Ward

Gail Hunter

Larry Flannery

Donnie Joseph

Alexa Anne Harper

Cheryl Spear

Lanny Hiller

Roselyn Agyare

Charity and Abdiel Pallafox in Mexico

Donnie & Tracy Oliver & their baby

Helen Stephens

Brayden Grushon

The mother of Lori Dailey

Chris Handshoe

Chris and Jen Dooley

Jeffrey Howerton

Ruel Baker

Addison Pervine

Carl Stripplehoff

Sybil Jamison

Blanch Thompson

Karen Handshoe continues to be very,

very ill.

Tom Kemp

Freda Blakey

James Stauffer

John Scholtz in Africa
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Romans 10: 14 “How then shall they call on
him __ 2 3 And how shall
they 2 3

It is impossible for me to believe what I do
not know.

It is also impossible for me to believe what I do not

The next informational meeting is
June 1, 4:00PM

The next men’s business meeting is
June 8, 4:00PM

John 1: 1 “In the beginning was __

understand. >  and > was with God,
Romans 10: 17 “So then 4 5 and iad was God.”
,and 2 ” John 1: 14 “And > was

My faith in God is a product of my
knowledge and understanding of the inspired word
of God.

I am able to believe that Jesus is my Savior if
I know what the Holy Bible says, because the Holy
Bible tells me that Jesus is my Savior.

Philippians 3: 20 “For our conversation is in
heaven; from whence also 2 6 /
1 7 2 21 Who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like to his glorvious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things to himself.”

I am able to be saved only if I know and obey
the teachings of Jesus.

Romans 1: 16 “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for 2
; to the Jew first, and also to

the Greek.”

If T do not know, and do not understand
what the gospel of Christ says, the gospel of Christ
cannot save me.

John 8: 32 “And you shall 6 2

6

If I do not know and do not understand, and
do not apply the truth, the truth cannot make me free.

The good news is, that by the grace of God, I
have the gospel preserved in the Holy Bible and by
God’s good will, I can read it, and by His mercy
understand, believe and obey it.
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Everybody was pleased but God. A well-meaning
man died because God was not pleased. The very best
intentions by well meaning people are not a_successful
substitute for faith. Ask Uzza and King David.
(1Chronicles 13)

They did it again (not Uzza, he was dead) and this
time everybody including God was pleased. (1Chronicles
15)

The difference was that the second time they did it
the way God had said He wanted it to be done.

When God reveals His will He intends to be
listened to. Read all about it in 1Chronicles chapters 13 and
15. Groups of well-intentioned people who, in full
agreement, do something that is contrary to God’s revealed
will, do not please God.
1Samuel 15: 22 “And Samuel said, Has the LORD [as
great] delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
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THE WORLD NEEDS JESUS CHRIST
SO
THE WORLD NEEDS THE GOSPEL OF JESUS
CHRIST

;

made flesh, and dwelt among us..."
The big thing is that if the Word had
not come to us not a single one of us
would be able to have the vaguest
notion of how to please God Only
the Word allows us to know.

Heroes are the products of hard and
dangerous times. Noah (Genesis 5-
7) lived at a time when it was
universally popular to be consumed
with ungodly, corrupt, and violent
behavior. Even Noah’s brothers and
sisters did that. Noah is a hero
(Hebrews 11:7) because, in spite of
wrong influences on every side and
in open opposition to them, Noah
steadfastly walked with God. Heroes
are heroes because in hard and
dangerous times they do and say the
right things. Spiritual heroes are
spiritual heroes because, in hard and
dangerous times when it is unpopular
to do so, they obey God’s revealed
will. They walk with God where God
is walking.

IT IS THEIR CHOICE TO SERVE GOD

Schedule of Services
/
Bible Classes 9:45am
Worship Service 10:45am
/ ))
Worship Service 6:00pm
> ))
Bible Studies for all ages
7:30pm
/ /
First Friday 7:30pm

University Heights
Church of Christ

445 Columbia Avenue
Lexington, Kentucky 40508
859 255-6257
859 266-6406
www.uheightschurch.com
COME STUDY THE BIBLE
AND WORSHIP WITH US




