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USING THE NEW TESTAMENT ONLY AS A GUIDE
If you use only the New Testament as a guide why do you do that? Is that desirable? Most people do not do it and some argue 

zealously that none should do it. Others argue that you cannot do it. In the face of the unpopularity of doing it why would any even 
attempt to do it?

The first reason is that the New Testament is the only reliable source of information from God for this day. The New 
Testament is the only book on earth today that is wholly, completely and altogether confirmed and supported by the ages of 
fulfilled prophesies and symbols recorded and preserved in the Hebrew scriptures. Together the Hebrew scriptures (the Old 
Testament) and the New Testament are an unassailable body of evidence that God is and that the Holy Bible is His book. 

The Book of Hebrews in the New Testament points out that God long promised to make a new covenant that would replace 
the covenant that He made with Israel through Moses, and that the new covenant is the covenant that God has made through Jesus 
Christ. Peter referred to that in the inspired sermon that is recorded in the New Testament in Acts 2. 

But how do you use the New Testament as a guide? You use the New Testament as a guide by using the New Testament 
exactly as it was written to be used. You read it and you follow the commandments, the examples and the necessary inferences of the 
New Testament just as you do with any other piece of written information that was produced to provide instruction to the readers. Since 
the day each was written, believers who read them have used the books of the New Testament that way. Since the death of the inspired 
apostles in the first century AD there has been no genuine source of information about how to please God except the inspired writings 
of the apostles that are preserved in the New Testament. The prophecies and symbols of the Old Testament confirm only the New 
Testament. Other religious writings are standalone frauds with nothing to support them but the unsupported claims of their creators. 

So, what happens when you use the New Testament only as a guide? What happens is that you wind up practicing the same 
religion that the believers in the first century AD practiced under the guidance of the inspired apostles of Jesus Christ. That 
happens because you are following the writings of those inspired apostles that have been preserved in the New Testament. If all of the 
faithful always follow only those writings then all of the faithful will always practice the same religion that the inspired apostles of the 
first century AD taught the disciples in the first century AD to practice. Jesus prayed for those who would believe on Him through the 
words of the faithful apostles. (John 17:20) That includes us, here today, as we, New Testament in hand, follow the inspired words 
recorded in that book. We will follow the same teachings that the first century AD disciples followed to do the same things they did and 
to become the same thing that they became. The religion we practice will not be a religion of our creation; it will be the religion of 
God’s creation. That will be all it will be, nothing more. We will be forever stuck only in the religion taught by the first century 
apostles of Jesus Christ, nothing else.

We will become repentant, baptized believers, because that is what the New Testament teaches people to become. 
(Matthew 28:19,20) On the first day of the week we will meet with other repentant, baptized believers as a local church to eat a simple 
ceremonial meal of unleavened bread and grape juice to remember the sacrificial death of sinless Jesus until He returns. (Acts 20:7: 
1Corinthians 11:23-26) On the first day of the week we will contribute money to be used to relieve needy believers, and preachers. We 
will have a meeting place in which to gather to eat the Lord’s supper, read the Holy Bible, sing together, pray, study, teach, contribute 
money and conduct the affairs of that local church. The church will appoint local overseers, and servants according to the qualifications 
given in the New Testament. The only organization will be the local church. There will be no organizational structure beyond the local 
church because in the New Testament there is none. Each local church will be self governing, self sustaining and self propagating under 
the guidance of its own local overseers because that is the way it is taught to be in the New Testament. That is the design of Lord’s 
church on earth as it is given in the New Testament. There is no authority to add to that plan of God because there is no authority on 
earth that may lawfully change the message of the New Testament. The message remains today what it was in the first century AD.

The strength of the Lord’s church is that the Holy Bible is the seed from which it grows. Wherever there is a Holy Bible and 
good and honest hearts the Lord’s church will result. Because the good and honest hearts will believe and obey the Bible and they will 
join together to do the things that the New Testament teaches them to do and they will become a local church and help others to learn 
and obey God’s will. In some areas there are thousands of churches of a few people each, maybe even two or three at first, that meet to 
worship together in private dwellings, borrowed or rented rooms or wherever they can find. The strength of the Lord’s church is that 
each local church is everything that a church needs to be. Each has the same responsibility to God, to its members and to the world. For 
the devil to corrupt the Lord’s church the devil has to corrupt thousands of self-governing, unconnected local churches. 

If you are somewhere far away in a place where to your knowledge there is no church anywhere that follows the New Testament only 
you may be able to change that if you love God. You can obtain a Holy Bible, study it, believe and obey it and teach it and you and those 
believers that you manage to teach, can obey the New Testament and become a church of Christ. Far away and completely isolated from every 
other church on earth you and those believers can, simply by carefully following the New Testament only become a church of Christ in every 
meaning of the New Testament definition of a church of Christ. That can and is happening in every part of this globe. When each of us stand 
before God in final judgement it will be as individuals and each of us must understand that a large part of our responsibility on earth is as 
individuals. If where I am on this earth there is no church that obeys the New Testament only, I as an individual should expect to answer 
before God in judgement for that, so, to please God, I should now attempt to do something to make one be there.
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Turn to the right, keep straight 
and heaven is directly ahead

“Happy [is] the person that does 
not follow the advice of the 

ungodly” Psalms 1:1

Doing wrong 
Is never a way to do right

If I must do wrong to do it 
God is telling me 

That I must not do it

I argue with God
Because what does God know?

God created the heavens and the 
earth

What does God know?

First, before I attempted to 
second-guess God

I would have to be very, very sure 
that I knew what God is doing, 

But my problem is that from here 
I cannot see that far

Should it mean anything to me 
that God created the heavens and 

the earth without my advice?

If you wish to be ungodly follow 
the advice of the ungodly, they 

know how

Thoughts
Since eternal salvation with God is the exclusive 

property of God only God can dictate the terms upon which 
eternal salvation may be had. It does not make any difference 
what others think about it; eternal salvation with God is only 
going to be had on the terms God dictates. When God states 
that a particular way to be saved is the only way to be saved 
it is ridiculous to suggest that there are other ways to be 
saved. But has God stated that there is one only way to be 
saved?

John 14: 6 “Jesus said to him, I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man comes to the Father, 
but by me.”

Acts 4:10 “Be it known to you all, and to all 
the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, [even] by him does this man stand here 
before you whole.  11 This is the stone, which was set 
at nought of you builders, which is, become the head of 
the corner.  12 Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is no other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.”

John 20:30 “And many other signs truly did 
Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book: 31 But these are written, that you 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing you might have life through his 
name.”

Acts 10: 42 “And he commanded us to preach 
to the people, and to testify that it is he which was 
ordained of God [to be] the Judge of quick and dead.  
43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through 
his name whosoever believes in him shall receive 
remission of sins.”

Mark 16:15 “And he said to them, Go you 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.  16 He that believes and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believes not shall be damned.”

1Peter 4:16 “Yet if [any man suffers] as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify 
God on this behalf.  17 For the time [is come] that 
judgment must begin at the house of God: and if [it] 
first [begin] at us, what shall the end [be] of them that 
obey not the gospel of God?”

John 12:48 “He that rejects me, and receives 
not my words, has one that judges him: the word that I 
have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.  
49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father 
which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I 
should say, and what I should speak.  50 And I know 
that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever 
I speak therefore, even as the Father said to me, so I 
speak.”

Philippians 2:9 “Wherefore God also has 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and [things] 
in earth, and [things] under the earth; 11 And [that] 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

According to the New Testament the only way to be 
saved is to obey the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Notes
INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

July 27, 4:30PM

We each demonstrate how we think 
people ought to live by how we 

are living

All I need to do in order to accurately 
determine how I would have behaved 
toward Jesus in person, if I had been in 
the crowds he addressed, is consider 
how I am behaving toward the New 
Testament. If I do not spend much 
time with it or pay much attention to it 
I do not need to delude myself because 
I can be very sure that I would have 
treated Jesus in person the same way if 
I got the chance. 

The desire of my flesh 
Is my shepherd

It leadeth me blindly 
Into the dimly lit lairs of sinners 
Where people have fuuuuuun

That they regret forever

Proverbs 7:22 “He goes after her 
straightway, as an ox goes to the 
slaughter, or as a fool to the 
correction of the stocks; 23 Till a 
dart strikes through his liver; as a 
bird hastens to the snare, and 
knows not that it [is] for his life.”
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