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THE COMMUNION
1Corinthians 10: 16 “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we 

break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?  17 For we [being] many are one bread, [and] one body: for we are all partakers  
of that one bread.”

Who shares what? Each worshipper shares with what the worshipper is worshipping. When I eat the bread I share in the sinless 
body of Jesus. When I drink the grape juice I share in the atoning death of Jesus. In eating and drinking I share with Jesus just as a  
worshipper under the law of Moses that ate of the sacrifice shared in that sacrifice and just as an idolater that worshipped demons shared 
with the demons that he or she worshipped.

1Corinthians 10: 18 “Behold Israel after the flesh: are not they, which eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar?  19 What  
say I then? that the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is any thing?  20 But I [say], that the things, which the  
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that you should have fellowship with devils.”

According to the New Testament how long should observing the Lord’s supper take and what should it involve?
According to the New Testament it should not take long to eat the Lord’s supper.
1Corinthians 11: 23 “For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered to you, That the Lord Jesus the [same] night  

in which he was betrayed took bread: 24 And when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is  
broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. 25 After the same manner also [he took] the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is  
the new testament in my blood: this do you, as often as you drink [it], in remembrance of me.  26 For as often as you eat this bread, and  
drink this cup, you do show the Lord's death till he comes.”

Eating the Lord’s supper involves giving thanks for, and eating unleavened bread and giving thanks for and drinking grape juice. 
Eating the Lord’s supper involves explaining what is being done and why it is being done. Eating the Lord’s supper involves making 
eating the Lord’s supper a separate clearly defined part of the worship activities when a local church comes together on the first day of the 
week. It cannot be more elaborate than that and still be what the New Testament pictures.

According to the apostle Paul how long did Jesus take to institute the Lord’s supper? It took as long as it took to explain what  
was being done and why it was being done, give thanks and eat, and give thanks and drink. That is all. 

Is any person authorized by God to add to the observance of the Lord’s supper anything other than what Paul said that Jesus did 
in instituting the Lord's supper? There has never been a single human on the face of this earth from that night Jesus Christ instituted the  
Lord’s supper until this day that was ever authorized by God to add some other activity or food or drink to the observance of the Lord’s  
supper. Every Christian is authorized by the New Testament to come together with other Christians on the first day of the week to eat 
unleavened bread and drink grape juice in obedience to the command of Jesus. Nobody is authorized to do anything else in observing the 
Lord’s supper and when you see somebody doing something else you can know that they are acting without the authority of God’s 
inspired word.

The devil seems to be especially active in regard to the eating the Lord’s supper. The disciples in the New Testament ate on the 
first day of the week. 

Acts 20: 7 “And upon the first [day] of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached to them,  
ready to depart on the morrow;”

Today people eat every day of the week and some individuals eat more than once on the same day. Other people eat only once or 
twice a year or even once or twice in a lifetime. Some make the sharing between the worshipper and other worshippers instead of between 
the worshipper and Jesus. Following that unscriptural concept has led to making the observance of the Lord’s supper a social experience  
where the worshippers share in each other instead of each worshipper sharing in Jesus as Paul taught the Corinthians should be the case. 
Sometimes there are parades up and down the aisles of the church building where the supper is observed. Some lower the light level in  
spite of the fact that in Troas there were many lights in the place where the Lord’s supper was eaten. Whatever Jesus did not include 
seems to get into the observance somewhere by some group. All who wish to please God must insist that the New Testament be followed.

One popular excuse for digression is that changing things around keeps the observance from being boring. If the fact that Jesus, 
the only begotten Son of God, came to this earth, lived a sinless life, and died an innocent death so that I can escape from the clutches of 
Satan does not get and hold my attention in eating the Lord’s supper it is a sign that I have a spiritual problem that digressing from the 
New Testament pattern is certainly not going to fix. It is never a mistake to do what the New Testament teaches, and it should never be 
boring or commonplace to a spiritually minded person to do what the New Testament teaches. If doing exactly what the New Testament 
teaches leaves me feeling flat and unfulfilled I need to study the New Testament more carefully so that I can get my tastes and feelings  
into alignment with God’s will. My mind needs to be transformed by God’s word so that I will feel good when I am doing what the New 
Testament teaches. 

Romans 12: 2 “And be not conformed to this world: but be you transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove  
what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

Yearning for amusement through departures from what the New Testament teaches is not a characteristic of spiritual mindedness. If I will not  
willingly obey God here how could I ever expect to be happy in heaven where none will  ever disobey God?  Here on earth is where I have the 
opportunity through God’s word, to get my mind in alignment with God’s mind so that obeying God will make me happy.
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Why  did  the  faithful 
apostles of Jesus write the books of 
the New Testament?

1John 5: 13 “These things have I 
written to you that believe on the  
name of the Son of God;  that you 
may know that  you  have  eternal  
life, and that you may believe on 
the name of the Son of God.”

Revelation  1:  3 “Blessed  [is]  he 
that reads, and they that hear the  
words of this prophecy, and keep  
those  things,  which  are  written  
therein: for the time [is] at hand.

John  20:  31  “But  these  are 
written,  that  you  might  believe  
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of  
God; and that believing you might  
have life through his name.”

1Timothy  3:  14 “These  things 
write I to you, hoping to come to  
you shortly: 15 But if I tarry long,  
that you may know how you ought  
to behave yourself in the house of  
God, which  is  the  church  of  the  
living God, the pillar and ground 
of the truth.”

The faithful apostles wrote the books 
of the New Testament so that we can 
believe and obey God.

Thoughts
Is the Living Word Living in Me?
If I will give it an opportunity the word of 

God will start wherever I am and make me what I 
ought to be. The word of God can do that because 
the  word  of  God  is  alive  and  powerful  and 
designed  by  God  to  identify  and  define  every 
thought and every motive of a human heart.
Hebrews 4: 12 “For the word of God [is]  quick,  
and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  
sword,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and  
[is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the  
heart.  13 Neither is there any creature that is not  
manifest  in  his  sight:  but  all  things [are]  naked  
and opened to the eyes of him with whom we have  
to do.”

• It  is God’s will to save sinners through 
Jesus Christ.

1Timothy  1:  15 “This  [is]  a  faithful  
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that  Christ  
Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners;  of  
whom I am chief.”

• Christians are former sinners who have 
stopped  doing  the  sins  of  which  God  has 
forgiven them.

1Corinthians  6:  9 “Know you not  that  
the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God?  Be  not  deceived:  neither  fornicators,  nor  
idolaters,  nor  adulterers,  nor  effeminate,  nor  
abusers  of  themselves  with  mankind,  10  Nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,  
nor  extortioners,  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God.  11 And such were some of you: but you are  
washed,  but  you  are  sanctified,  but  you  are  
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the  
Spirit of our God.”

• The saved are former sinners that have 
been  changed  by  obeying  the  New  Testament. 
They have been “born again” by obeying the word 
of God.

1Peter 1: 22 “Seeing you have purified 
your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit  
to  unfeigned love of  the brethren,  [see that  you]  
love one another with a pure heart  fervently:  23  
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of  
incorruptible, by the word of God, which lives and  
abides for ever.”

• The saved are former sinners that have 
stopped sinning in order  to  make room in their 
lives for obeying the New Testament more and 
more every day. Stopping our sins and obeying the 
New Testament makes us grow spiritually.

2Peter  2:1 “Wherefore  laying  aside  all  
malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies,  
and all evil speakings, 2 As newborn babes, desire 
the sincere milk of the word, that you may grow 
thereby:”

I “grow” by the word of God when I learn 
what  the  word  of  God  says  understand  what  it 
means and obey what it says. Growing by the word 
of  God  is  an  hour  by  hour  minute  by  minute  

Notes
Men’s Business Meeting Next Sunday

4:00PM

REMEMBER OUR GOSPEL 
MEETING

FRANK WALTON
November 2 – 7

A lot more people heard Jesus speak than 
obeyed the teachings of Jesus 
Was the problem with Jesus?

John 8: 45 “And because I tell [you] the 
truth, you believe me not.”

Jesus never changed his message to make it 
more appealing to the ungodly

Jesus came to do the will of God
Hebrews 10: 7 “Then said I, Lo, I come (in 
the volume of the book it is written of me,) to  

do your will, O God.” 
We can assume that teaching the truth even to 

those who do not want the truth
Is the will of God

How does a person “buy the truth”?
By trading all of the lies in their life for 

the truth.
Proverbs 23: 23 “Buy the truth, and sell  
[it] not; [also] wisdom, and instruction,  
and understanding.”

How does a person “sell the truth”?
By accepting anything that is not true in place 

of the truth.
Isaiah  52:  3 “For  thus  says  the  

LORD, You have sold yourselves for nothing;”
Proverbs 28: 21 “To have respect of  

persons [is] not good: for for a piece of bread  
[that] man will transgress.”
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Worship Service 10:45am

Sunday Evening
Worship Service 6:00pm

Wednesday Evening
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Monthly Song Service
  First Friday 7:30pm
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