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Not As One That Beats the Air
1Corinthians 9: 24 “Know you not that they which run in a race run all, but one receives the prize? So run, that you may 

obtain.  25 And every man that strives for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they [do it] to obtain a corruptible crown; but we 
an incorruptible.  26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beats the air: 27 But I keep under my body, and 
bring [it] into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”

Most of winning takes place in the minds of the contestants before the contest ever happens. The shepherd boy David of Israel 
(1Samuel 17) went onto the field against the giant Philistine warrior Goliath knowing exactly why David was there, why David chose to 
fight that battle and exactly what David hoped to accomplish in fighting. David went into the fight with complete confidence in the 
importance of his mission, in the capability of his equipment, of his ability to use it, and especially of the likelihood of God’s support for 
David’s chosen cause.

Paul was expressing to the Corinthian Christians the same formula for success that David followed. God’s people are required to 
know who they are, what they are doing, what they are doing it with and why they are doing it. 

What are the godly supposed to be attempting to do? Paul thought that he was running a race and fighting a fight in order to 
obtain an eternal crown and that he needed to perform as if only one participant out of the whole field was going to win. When Paul 
talked about the race and the fight Paul did not use the word “me”, Paul used the word “we”, and by that “we” included all of the godly 
in that same race and fight that the apostle Paul was in. As the apostle Paul expressed it the equation is that either a human being 
enters the contest and competes according to God’s rules preserved in the New Testament or that human being is unfortunately 
going to be lost.  As far as I can understand that goes for me and for every other person on earth. 

Because of sin the world is lost. The information that is contained in the New Testament has the power to save the soul of 
every sinner in the whole world. But here is what has to happen in order for a sinner to be saved.

Mark 16: 15 “And he said to them, Go you into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  16 He that believes and 
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believes not shall be damned.”

All must hear the gospel and it is the job of the godly to help all to hear it. If the godly will not cause the gospel preached by 
the faithful apostles of Jesus to be known, who will? 

To be saved sinners must see, hear, understand, and be converted by the message of the New Testament.  
Matthew 13: 15“For this people's heart is waxed gross, and [their] ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; 

lest at any time they should see with [their] eyes, and hear with [their] ears, and should understand with [their] heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal them “

The message God designed to save sinners is the message recorded and preserved in the New Testament. 
John 20: 31 “But these are written, that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you 

might have life through his name.”
Nothing but the pure gospel recorded in the New Testament will save sinners. Other gospels will not save. Whatever the 

New Testament does not teach is not the gospel of Christ. It is another gospel and will not please God.
Galatians 1: 8 “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than that which we have preached 

to you, let him be accursed.”
What the New Testament does not teach is not part of the gospel taught by the faithful apostles and the godly must oppose it.
For example: Circumcision of the flesh is not part of the gospel taught and written by the faithful apostles of Jesus Christ. (Galatians 5:1-9)
Instrumental music in worship is not part of the gospel that was taught and recorded in the New Testament. The only music in worship in the 

gospel of Christ is singing to teach and admonish. Teaching and admonishing is done with words in singing. 
Ephesians 5: 19 “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;”
Colossians 3: 16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”
Baptism in water that is not for the remission of sins is not part of the gospel of Christ recorded in the New Testament. 
Acts 2: 38 “Then Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,”
Acts 22: 16 “And now why tarry you? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins,”
“Baptism”   in water   that is not a burial is not part of the gospel of Christ.
Romans 6: 4 “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
Acts 8: 38 “And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he 

baptized him”
The Lord’s supper eaten at some time other than on the first day of the week is not part of the gospel of Christ.
Acts 20: 7 “And upon the first [day] of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached to them, ready to depart  

on the morrow;”
In the battle between the truth of God’s revealed will and errors of the devil if we are not going to be found “beating the air” we absolutely 

must know and teach exactly what the New Testament teaches. That is what the faithful apostles guided by the Holy Spirit taught. That is what pleased 
God in the first century AD and that is what pleases God now in the year 2008. The teachings contained in the New Testament are the only thing that no 
creature can be saved without. To be saved people must know and obey the teachings of the New Testament and that is the race for all to win. 



Remember To Pray For
The newborn of Nathaniel and 
Patricia Shannon is suffering from 
serious complications. More tests are to 
be performed.
Pamela the oldest daughter of 
Ruben and Minnie Amador has a 
large colon tumor that must be 
removed immediately. The status 
of the tumor is not yet known.
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God’s forgiveness 
Requires forgiving

Matthew 6:14

When we pray for and do good to 
our enemies it is God, not our 

enemies, that is controlling our mind
Matthew 5:44

Obey God and evil will not prevail

When Paul said, “Have you 
not houses to eat and to drink in?” 
does any think that the Corinthians 

answered, “What do you mean Paul? 
Why should we go home to eat and to 
drink when we have a perfectly good 

meeting place here to eat and to drink 
in?” 

(1Corinthians 11:22)

When  humans  bestow  upon 
another  human  the  power  and 
position  that  only  sinless  God 
should  have  disaster  always 
comes and millions suffer.

Thoughts
If  you  wish to  know  whether  or  not  a 

particular  church  is  governed by the New Testament 
look at what it is doing and teaching and compare that 
to the New Testament.

The New Testament is the only authenticated 
source on earth that is able to actually reveal what the 
will  of  God  is  concerning  the  church.  The  New 
Testament is the only place to go to find out what a 
church  is  supposed to  do and  teach.  Those recorded 
words of the faithful  apostles of the first century are 
now the only reliable source of faith. In view of that it 
is sad to see how many of the activities of churches are 
condemned  by  the  writings  of  the  apostles  that  are 
preserved in the New Testament.

In  rebuking  the  Corinthian  Christians  for 
bringing their meals to appease hunger to church, the 
apostle Paul said, “What? Have you not houses to eat  
and to drink in?” (1Corinthians 11:22) Paul indicated 
that meals to appease hunger were at home business, 
not  church  business,  yet  church  meals  to  appease 
hunger  are  one  of  the  major  activities  of  churches. 
“Prayer  Breakfasts”,  “pot  lucks”,  “fish  fries” and 
whatever else people eat are high on the list of church 
activities,  as  may be  noted by reading  the listing of 
religious  events  in  any  newspaper  including  the  one 
here in town. When you observe blatant disrespect like 
that, for the authority of the New Testament to dictate 
the affairs of the Lord’s church, you may be sure that is 
not the only area of disrespect for God and for God’s 
revealed  will  to  be  found  in  the  activities  of  that 
church. 

My question is, Why be a “church” if you are 
not  going  to  obey  God’s  revealed  will?  Does  any 
imagine  that  the  only  people  that  were  obligated  to 
obey  the  words  of  the  faithful  apostles  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  were  those that  heard  them preach  in  the first 
century? Does any believe that Jesus did not mean in 
John 17:20 the written as well as the spoken words of 
the faithful apostles?

John 17: 20 “Neither pray I for these alone, but  
for  them  also  which  shall  believe  on  me  through  their  
word;”

Since the death of those apostles in the first century 
AD the New Testament is the only authenticated source of 
their words. Every believer since the death of the apostles has 
believed  through  the  New  Testament.  Even  while  the 
apostles  lived  their  writings  were  being  copied  and 
distributed  and  were  generating  faith  in  the  readers.  The 
generations of Christians that  followed the apostles quoted 
the  writings  of  the  apostles  and  only  the  writings  of  the 
apostles as inspired scriptures. They used the writings of the 
apostles  to  prove  whether  doctrinal  positions  were  true or 
false. That is the way the apostles left it and that is the way it 
still should be because  no one on earth has ever had the 
authority to change it.

What people do tells who they are.
Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know 

them, and they follow me:” (John 10:27)
The only voice of Jesus we have available today is 

the New Testament. If we do not obey the New Testament 
we cannot possibly be followers of Jesus.

Notes
Men’s Business Meeting Today 

3:00PM
Informational Meeting Next Sunday

4:30PM

Gospel Meeting
Here November 2-7

FRANK WALTON
PREACHING

Some  things  are  to  be  done  at 
home.  On  the  question  of  eating  and 
drinking at the meeting place of a church 
note- Paul did not say, “Wait until after the 
Lord’s  supper  is  over  before  eating  and 
drinking at the meeting place” Paul said, 
“Have you not houses to eat and to drink  
in.”(1Corinthians 11:22) Paul said,  “And 
if  any man hunger, let  him eat at  home;  
that  you  come  not  together  to  
condemnation” (1Corinthians 11:34) 

It  seems  to  me  that  in  order  to 
obey Paul  we  must  eat  meals  to  appease 
hunger, at home, not at the meeting place 
of a church. It may also be well for us to 
note  that  an  “all  purpose  room” of  a 
church is not “at home”. 

To believe something we must both know 
it and also understand it

To believe on Jesus we must know and 
understand the New Testament
There is no other way for any to

believe on Jesus

Schedule of Services
Sunday Morning

Bible Classes 9:45am
Worship Service 10:45am

Sunday Evening
Worship Service 6:00pm

Wednesday Evening
Bible Studies for all ages 

7:30pm
Monthly Song Service
  First Friday 7:30pm
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COME STUDY THE BIBLE 
AND WORSHIP WITH US

HELP GOD’S WORD GROW
LEARN IT • OBEY IT • TEACH IT

http://www.uheightschurch.com/
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