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“With Strong Desire For Thy Return”
By Steve Wallace

 How important is prayer in your life?  Do 
you pray often?  If you are married or otherwise 
living with family, do you pray alone in addition to 
whatever group prayers may be offered?  Or have 
you gotten to where prayer is just something of a 
habit or, worse, do you seldom pray outside of 
services except at meal time?  Is prayer time 
“sweet” in your life?  Is it something you find 
yourself longing for?  Why should it be so?  
 First, prayer is with God.  “In everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God” (Phil 4:6).  In a 
day when so many sources and resources are at our 
fingertips, let us never forget  that no one to whom 
we can turn is so caring, constant, or able as our 
God whom we address in prayer (1 Peter 5:7).  
Because prayer is to Him “the supplication of a 
righteous man availeth much in its working” (James 
5:16).  As 1 Kings 18:24-39 shows, prayer to any 
other supposed higher being--be it Baal or Allah--
may give false comfort to the one offering it, but 
prayer to God brings results.  He is indeed the 
“fount of every blessing,” our help in time of 
temptation and need (Acts 20:32).  Let us never take 
for granted or fail to appreciate the blessing it is to 
pray to God (Psalm 66:20).
 Second, prayer is through Jesus.  There are 
several points about Jesus being our intercessor or 
mediator that make prayer something to be both 
anticipated and desired (Hebrews 7:25).  The many 
miracles He worked testify to Jesus’ interest in our 
well being (Matthew 20:28, 34; Mark 1:41).  His 
anxious concern for the final salvation of man is not 
only shown by His death for the sins of man (Isaiah 
53).  He also has given us His Word to guide us, 
pledged His faithfulness, shown Himself to be both 
compassionate and “help  of the helpless,” and “ever 
liveth to make intercession for us” (Hebrews 
9:14-17; James 1:21; Romans 5:10).  All of these 
things undergird the truths found in songs we sing 
like “He Loved Me So” and “What A Friend We 

Have In Jesus.”  What a blessing and privilege it is 
to pray to God through Jesus! 
 Third, let us keep in mind our dependance 
upon God.  “For of him, and through him, and unto 
him, are all things” (Romans 11:36).  “In him we 
live and move and have our being” and there is no 
salvation outside of his Son, Jesus (Acts 17:28; 
John 14:6; Acts 4:12).  These facts may be ignored 
or forgotten by the lost or erring, but the faithful 
Christian recognizes his complete dependance upon 
God.  This makes the avenue of prayer precious, 
necessary, and desirable (1 Timothy 6:17).
 There are some reasons why our spirits 
should burn with a strong desire for the time or 
times during the day  we have set aside to pray.  
These facts are directly connected with the kind of 
people who have a such a desire.
 Certain characteristics exist in those who 
have a strong desire to pray.  First, they recognize 
their own helplessness.  Mark relates the account of 
the healing of the woman with the issue of blood 
and the raising of Jairus’ daughter (5:21-43).  We 
hear sad stories from time to time.  Think of the 
stories these two people could tell!  They were not 
just in a sad state, they were helpless.  How 
earnestly they both sought Jesus!  Likewise with the 
publican in Luke 18:9-14.  His simple prayer, “God, 
be merciful to me a sinner,” speaks volumes as to 
what he acknowledged his state to be.  How 
differently he must have felt from the Pharisee!  
How his heart must have burned within him as he 
anticipated pouring his heart out to God! 
 Second, they recognize that God is the true 
source of their help.  The woman with the issue of 
blood “had suffered many things of many 
physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was 
nothing bettered, but rather grew worse” (Mark 
5:26).  She had no problem seeing that man could 
not help  her.  Such people’s heart will burn for any 
avenue which givens them access to God.  We have 
a similiar case with the Caananite woman of 
Matthew 15:22-28.  She came to Jesus and was 
ignored and rebuffed initially, but she still came 
away with an answer to her request.            



IN NEED OF PRAYERS:
Jeff Howerton was able to be with us last 
Sunday.  Let us continue to pray for his full 
recovery.

Jackie Litmer continues to deal with sickness 
due to her pregnancy.

Rita Pagan has been struggling with 
migraines.  Tests have yet to reveal anything 
though further tests will be run. 

Our members: Jim Edwards, Glenn Davis, 
Glenn Kimberlin.
 
Others: Edith Tirey, Tom Curtis, Linda Hill, Robin 

Miller, Vina Krassow, Tom Curtis, Courtney 
and Aubree Reeves, Tabetha Lynn, Tom 
Curtis, John Bennett, Dennis Brennan, 
Robert and Sarah Brundige, Donald 
Dawson, Jean Gartland, Wes Kidd, Gail 
Stein, Shannon Gilbert

UPCOMING EVENTS:
We will meet May 1 to either appoint elders or 
to continue the discussion.  
  

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 
Sun:      Num 29-30, Ps 77, John 19
Mon:     Num 31, Ps 78:1-39, John 20-21
Tue:      Num 32, Ps 78:40-72, Acts 1
Wed:     Num 33-34, Ps 79, Acts 2
Thu:      Num 35-36, Ps 80, Acts 3
Fri:        Deut 1, Ps 81, Acts 4
Sat:       Deut 2-3, Ps 82, Acts 5

SERMON TOPICS:
Sunday AM.    The central message of the 
        Bible 1 

                     (Matthew 28:16-20)        

Sunday PM.            Blake Ratliff preaching

University Heights Church of Christ
445 Columbia Avenue, Lexington, KY  40508

859-255-6257 - www.uheightschurch.com

 Those who see their own helplessness and seek God as the source of true help need God.  Such people 
will treat God like the God we described in our first point above.  Prayer to God will be the earnest desire of the 
soul.
 Third, these people want to thank God for blessings received.  The psalmist wrote, “O Lord my God, I 
will give thanks unto thee forever” (Ps. 30:12).  This is an important reaction that the message of the gospel seeks 
to bring about.  God’s people should “abound with thanksgiving” (Colossians 2:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:18).  Those 
aware of God’s attention to our prayers, careful consideration of our state, righteous guidance, and intervention in 
this world for our good will want to thank God (1 Chronicles 16:18).  
 There are very good reasons to pray, and we should manifest the characteristics of those who both 
understand and believe these reasons.  Concerning his second coming Jesus said, “Take ye heed, watch and pray: 
for ye know not when the time is coming” (Mark 13:33).  As the Christian looks forward to each opportunity to 
pray, he also looks forward to the time when he will meet the Lord in person.  Thus, the yearning for each 
opportunity to pray  looks away to the time when we will “be with Christ; for it is very far better” (Philippians 
1:23).  May we all develop and maintain such desire in our lives. 


