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Romans 14--2

 Still considering verses 1-6.  Another point 
needs to be made as we continue our consideration 
of Romans 14.  The chapter must not be used to 
determine right and wrong in matters of faith.  By 
that I mean the body of truth to be believed and 
practiced by all Christians.  Additionally, Romans 
14 must not be used to justify error of any  kind.  As 
the previous bulletin article discussed (and I would 
recommend that you read it before reading this if 
you haven’t done so) Romans 14 is dealing with 
issues that don’t matter one way  or the other to 
God.
 It is probably a good idea to mention that  we 
must not use this chapter to justify a Christian who 
is teaching error contrary to what is revealed in 
Scripture.  Sadly, Romans 14 has been used to do 
things it was never intended to do.  It was not meant 
to grant permission to Christians to differ on matters 
of the faith.  It was not meant to grant Christians the 
permission to teach different things, sometimes 
even contradictory things, on moral and doctrinal 
questions.
 Our plea for Romans 14 must be the same 
plea we would make for any other chapter of the 
Bible--leave it alone to be only what the Lord 
intended it to be.  It is designed to stop brethren 
from passing judgment on one another over issues 
that do not matter in the eyes of God.  How do we 
know this?  We know it because the meat did not 
matter one way or the other, and the special days 
did not matter one way or the other.  If we were to 
take this principle and apply it to matters of the faith 
we would be prohibited from challenging the 
teaching of the man who stands up  and denies that 
baptism is necessary  for salvation.  We would be 
prohibited from challenging the man who stands up 
and teaches error concerning the Lord’s law on 
marriage.  We would be prohibited from 
challenging the teaching of any false teacher.  
Indeed, how could there be false teachers?  More on 
that in just a moment.

 Let us move on to verses 7-9.  “For none of 
us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.  
For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, 
we die to the Lord.  So then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  For to this 
end Christ died and lived again, that he might be 
Lord both of the dead and of the living.”
 We will be brief in our comments on these 
verses as the same is taught in many places and in 
many ways throughout Scripture.  The apostle is 
working very  hard to help them understand that 
their ultimate dependance was upon Jesus Christ.  
Because they  were all children of God they needed 
to recognize that truth.  If they did, that recognition 
in itself would help  to dramatically  improve their 
relationship with one another.
 Let us now consider verses 10-13.  “Why do 
you pass judgment on your brother?  Or you, 
why do you despise your brother?  For we will 
all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it 
is written, As I live, says the Lord, every knee 
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall  confess 
to God.  So then each one of us will give an 
account of himself to God.  Therefore let us not 
pass judgment on one another any longer, but 
rather decide never to put a stumbling block or 
hindrance in the way of a brother.”
 It is as this point  that we really  need to focus 
hard on what this chapter teaches on the idea of 
judging.  Verse 13 begins, “Therefore let us not 
pass judgment on one another any longer.”  If we 
take this statement out of the realm of indifference 
and place it  in the realm of the body of doctrine 
which must be believed and practiced, we create 
several very serious problems.
 First, how would false teachers be 
identified?  Our Lord said, “Beware of false 
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly are ravenous wolves.” (Matthew 
7:15).  How could we make the determination that a 
person was a false prophet/teacher?  That  false 
teacher could stop our tongues by simply saying, 
‘Let us not pass judgment on one another any 
longer.”



 

IN NEED OF PRAYERS:
Letʼs keep  Jenilee Daniels and Jackie Litmer 
in our thoughts and prayers as they progress 
throughout their pregnancies.  Letʼs also keep 
those unborn little oneʼs in our prayers as well!

Nancy Turner has improved some.  However, 
she is still facing some lengthy rehab.

 Our members: Jeff Howerton, Glenn Davis, 
Glenn Kimberlin.
 
Others: Edith Tirey, Tom Curtis, Rita Pagan, 

Linda Hill, Robin Miller, Vina Krassow, Tom 
Curtis, Courtney and Aubree Reeves, 
Tabetha Lynn, Tom Curtis, John Bennett, 
Dennis Brennan, Robert and Sarah 
Brundige, Donald Dawson, Jean 
Gartland, Wes Kidd, Gail Stein, Shannon 
Gilbert

NOTE
Last Sunday evening Garry Banks, John 
Thompson, and David Collins were appointed 
elders.  Let us encourage and uplift them in 
their work.  
  
BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 
Sun:      Deut 18-20, Ps 89:30-52, Acts 13
Mon:     Deut 21-22, Ps 90, Acts 14
Tue:      Deut 23-24, Ps 91, Acts 15
Wed:     Deut 25-27, Ps 92, Acts 16
Thu:      Deut 28, Ps 93, Acts 17
Fri:        Deut 29-30, Ps 94, Acts 18
Sat:       Deut 31-32, Ps 95, Acts 19

SERMON TOPICS:
Sunday AM.    The central message of the 
        Bible 3 

                     (Psalm 33:4-5)        

Sunday PM.          Deacons and their work
   (1 Timothy 3:8-13)
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   Second, if this chapter is dealing with issues regarding the faith than how are we supposed to be able to 
mark those who cause division?  Remaining in Romans, we turn our Bibles to 16:17.  “I appeal to you, 
brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you 
have been taught; avoid them.”  Now how are we supposed to do this if Romans 14 is dealing with important 
moral and doctrinal issues rather than issues of indifference to God?  How could we mark or avoid anyone?  The 
divison causer could simply say to us “Let us not pass judgment on one another any longer.”
 Of course, this would mean that Paul himself was in sin for he mentions Hymanaeus, Philetus, and 
Alexander in his epistles.  But if Romans 14 is dealing with important doctrinal and moral issues then Paul had 
no right to speak out against them.  They  could have stilled Paul’s pen by simply saying to him “Let us not pass 
judgment on one another any longer.”
 If Romans 14 is left alone and allowed to be only what the Lord intended it to be, there are no problems 
and our love and concern for one another will increase as the chapter is considered.  If is taken out of context and 
made to apply where it does not belong major problems will soon follow.  

Elders: David Collins, Garry Banks, John Thompson 


