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Applying God’s Word 

   For thirty years I have preached and 
written my convictions concerning the 
Bible, the church, etc.; and for thirty years 
people have “disagreed.”  Catholics, 
Mormons, Protestants, and occasionally my 
brethren, “disagree.”  That doesn’t bother 
me—much.  At least not enough to cause me 
to squelch my honest convictions. 
   Sometimes one disagrees, and proceeds to 
teach me more perfectly the way of truth.  I 
find I have been wrong.  Now I dislike being 
wrong, but not as much as I dislike teaching 
error.  Changing to the truth is a pleasure, 
and I am grateful to my teacher. 
   Thirty years of disagreement has taught 
me something else.  Some people say they 
“disagree” when in reality they know so 
little about the subject they can’t explain 
their own position and know even less about 
mine.  Perhaps they were born in the 
objective mood and the kickative case; or 
more likely, I have pointed out the error of 
their ways, and they want to keep on going 
the way they are going, regardless of truth or 
consequences. 
   Honest disagreement, based upon 
convictions established through careful 

study of God’s Word, is honorable.  I can 
respect such disagreement even when I am 
reasonably sure my opponent is in error.  
Two such persons can study together to 
profit—and will be anxious to do so. 
   But there is no honor, and I have little 
respect for the person who seeks to discredit 
my work with prejudicial name-calling or 
the glib use of weight-swinging “I disagree.” 
   You “disagree” with WHAT?  Is there a 
fallacy in my reasoning?  Have I misused 
the Scriptures?  Have I overlooked some 
Bible truth that would alter my conclusions?  
Give me a specific point of disagreement 
and I will be happy to consider it. 
   A fellow once said that all I had written 
was true (he flattered me) but that he feared 
it would lead to error.  What!?  Truth never 
leads to anything but truth.  To fear the 
consequences of truth is cowardice of the 
first order, and our disagreement is with 
God.  Let such a one rather fear Hell. 
   This article was written by Robert Turner 
and can be found in the May, 1965 issue of 
Plain Talk. 
   I remember several years ago speaking to 
a “Christian” man and woman who were 
considering getting married yet had no right 
to do so.  I read them the Lord’s words from 
Matthew 19:9.  Their only response was, 
“We disagree.”  What more can be said after 
that?  It takes courage to accept the teaching 
of Scripture.  Let our first loyalty be to it 
even above self or those we love.  (AL)          

 
There’s a lesson here. 

“I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast 
love, because you have seen my affliction; 
you have known the distress of my soul.”  

Psalm 31:7 
   There is much that is troubling in our 
world.  Natural disasters take place, 
wreaking havoc on people and property; 
accidents occur changing the course of life 
in the blink of an eye; illness strikes out of 
the blue; relationships turn sour eroding 
trust.  People disappoint us and we 
disappoint ourselves.  Harassment and 
persecution occur.  “Man who is born of 
woman is few of days and full of trouble” 
(Job 14:1).  “Therefore do not be anxious 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 
anxious for itself.  Sufficient for the day is 
its own trouble” (Matthew 6:34). 
   Since we cannot escape trouble, what do 
we do when trouble comes?  Where do we 
go for help?  Where can we get the kind of 
help that never fails?  Where can we find a 
haven safe from the storms of life that 
threaten to overwhelm us?  Where is that 
strong arm upon which we can lean and 
which will help us carry our heavy loads of 
woe?  Whose unyielding hand can we grasp 
when the quicksand of the filth of the world 
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threatens to pull us under?  Where can we 
find a friend who is mindful of us, whose 
mind is always and ever full of our welfare 
and best interests? 
   The song lyrics go, “Nobody knows the 
trouble I’ve seen; nobody knows but Jesus.”  
God is the answer to each question above.  
God knows our troubles.  But He wants us to 
know Him as our rock, our refuge, our 
redeemer, our rest. 
   Surely there is a lesson here.  Psalm 46:1 
says, “God is our refuge and our strength, a 
very present help in trouble.”  God is a very 
present help.  His door is always open, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.  He doesn’t hold 
office hours and He is not off on the 
weekends.  He is our refuge and our strength 
yesterday, today, and forever until eternity 
comes when we will no longer be troubled. 
 
--The Elders  
 

 
In need of prayers 

Ethan Daniels is doing well as are his 
parents.  If you haven’t met him yet, make a 
point of saying hi to the little guy! 

Charlene Antle’s PET scan was clear.  She 
is scheduled to have another one in a few 
months.  She is also scheduled to begin her 
treatments this Wednesday. 

Lala Whitson is suffering severe intestinal 
problems.  She is only 11 months old and is 
the daughter of former members here at 
UHeights.  

Hannah Litmer has been diagnosed with a 
tiny calcified spot on her heart.  She should 
outgrow it in time.  Jackie and I thank 
everyone for the continued prayers. 

Keia Burton, whom has been on the prayer 
list for some time, has received wonderful 
news and it appears as though she will be 
able to have a normal delivery.  We praise 
God for answered prayers! 

 

In need of regular prayers 

Our members: Jeff Howerton, Janice 
Parsons, Glenn Davis, Glenn Kimberlin, 
Jackie and Hannah Litmer 

Others: Edith Tirey, Tom Curtis. Rita 
Pagan, Linda Hill, Robin Miller, Vina 
Krassow, Courtney and Aubrey Reeves, 
John Bennett, Dennis Brennan, Robert and 
Sarah Brundige, Donald Dawson, Jean 
Gartland, Wes Kidd, Gail Stein 

Weekly Reading 
 

Su 1 Kgs 9-10, Ps 129, Heb 7-8 
M 1 Kgs 11, Ps 130, Heb 9 
T 1 Kgs 12-13, Ps 131, Heb 10 
W 1 Kgs 14-15, Ps 132, Heb 11 
Th 1 Kgs 16-17, Ps 133, Heb 12-13 
F 1 Kgs 18, Ps 134, Jas 1-2 
Sa 1 Kgs 19-20, Ps 135, Jas 3-5 
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Today’s sermon topics 
AM  The consequences of belief      

and unbelief--1 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13-14) 

PM  The consequences of belief 
and unbelief--2 
(John 6:28-29) 

 
Times of worship 

Sunday AM 
Bible study 9:45 

Worship service 10:45 
Sunday PM 

Worship service 6 
Wednesday PM 

Bible study and worship 7:30 
First and Third Friday’s 

7:30 PM 
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