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“Sure, You Can Plug It!” 

   In my boyhood days my hometown in 
Kentucky was a “trade center.”  Each 
Saturday, and on “County Court Monday” 
farmers brought their produce to town for 
sale; and used the opportunity to trade 
pocket knives, hound dogs, “$2 pistols” and 
hard liquor. 
   Most farmers were proud of their products.  
They guaranteed fresh eggs; and if you 
wanted a watermelon you could “plug it” 
before you paid for it.  That sweet red sliver 
from deep inside the melon was your earnest 
of good things to come. 
   And even today a reputable dealer stands 
before his merchandise.  He is happy to have 
you investigate his wares, for he believes in 
them.  What would you think of a store that 
refused to allow its weights and measures to 
be checked against the standards?  Who is 
angered by your desire to “plug” his 
products? 
   But you and I know churches that are 
angered if their practice is questioned in the 
light of God’s word, the admitted standard 
in religion.  Is a preacher or elder to be 
trusted who by sheer weight of position or 
popular approval states his case then denies 

all appeals for proof from the Scriptures?  
And what of those who refuse to read or 
study any other view? 
   We hold that TRUTH is verified by an 
appeal to the STANDARD of TRUTH.  My 
conceptions of the church, its organization 
and work, will shine more brightly when 
investigated in the light of God’s Word—if 
my conclusions are right.  If I am wrong, yet 
truly desirous of serving God, the 
uncovering of my error is my gain—
something devoutly desired. 
   A proper attitude (humility) welcomes 
investigation and correction.  But the 
arrogant, puffed with “party” pride, and 
those uncertain and fearful of their 
position—these cannot afford to have their 
doctrines “plugged.”  Plunge the sword of 
the Spirit into this melon, and its source of 
human tradition or “social gospel” is 
revealed.  “Come Let Us Reason Together” 
is an empty slogan, for decoration of 
Bulletins, etc., but not for use.  They are few 
who welcome the cry: “SURE, YOU CAN 
PLUG IT!”  
(Robert Turner, PLAIN TALK, March, 1965) 
       

There’s a Lesson Here… 
   Emotions are great, aren’t they?  God 
created us with almost unlimited emotional 
capacity.  Humans have developed a huge 
inventory of words to communicate 
verbally and in written form the feelings 
being experienced inwardly.  But emotions 

cannot be separated from behavior.  
Emotions are experienced inwardly, but 
expressed outwardly through behavior.  For 
example, unhappiness can often be seen in 
pouting; anger is quite visible in giving 
someone the cold shoulder; grief is clearly 
evident in sobbing; love is demonstrated in 
the giving of a gift; joy is noticeable when 
one bursts out in song; and contentment 
cannot be missed when a mother holds her 
infant while rocking and quietly humming 
to herself. 
   The expression of feelings also varies 
widely, ranging from one who is perceived 
as being very unemotional to one who can’t 
seem to reign in emotions.  We usually 
don’t care for the person labeled 
unemotional.  Equally so, the person who 
just cannot seem to control their emotions 
makes us uncomfortable as well. 
   A concept that is seldom connected with 
emotions is stewardship.  1 Peter 4:7-10 
encourages us to be good stewards.  “The 
end of all things is at hand; therefore be 
self-controlled and sober-minded for the 
sake of your prayers.  Above all, keep 
loving one another earnestly, since love 
covers a multitude of sins.  Show 
hospitality to one another without 
grumbling.  As each has a received a gift, 
use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace.” 
   Society tells us to emote, to let our 
emotions run rampant and allow them to 



Gospel plan of salvation:  Hear the gospel (Romans 10:17), Believe Jesus Christ (John 3:16), Repent of sin (Luke 13:3), Confess 
faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 10;9), Be baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), Live worthy of a Christian (Ephesians 4:1)  

dictate what we do and say.  Slogans 
abound that proclaim the message, “If it 
feels good, do it” and “It can’t be wrong if 
it feels so right.”  God, however, gave us 
our emotions and He wants us to be good 
stewards of them, just as He wants us to be 
good stewards of all that He has given us.  
He doesn’t want us to overreact, that is, to 
display emotion overly inappropriate to the 
situation at hand.  Nor does He want us to 
underreact, that is, to keep our emotions so 
bottled up inside ourselves that others 
perceive us as being cold or indifferent.  If 
we are to be good stewards of our emotions 
we must learn the art of feeling inwardly 
and behaving outwardly in ways that are 
congruent with the situation at hand. 
   Consider Joseph.  Not only was he a 
faithful steward of Potiphar’s possessions, 
he also gave a faithful accounting of his 
emotions to all who placed their trust in 
him, from Potiphar, to his keepers in 
prison, to Pharaoh, to his brothers and 
father when he met up with them again 
after an absence of so many years.  What a 
lesson Joseph provides us in the good 
stewardship of our emotions.   
 
--The Elders   
  

In need of prayers 
Charlene Antle has begun her chemo 
treatments. 

Richard Ratliff, the father of Blake Ratliff, 
had gall bladder surgery Monday.  We 
expect an update on his recovery today. 

In need of regular prayers 

Our members: Jeff Howerton, Janice 
Parsons, Glenn Kimberlin 

Others: Edith Tirey, Lala Whitson, Tom 
Curtis. Rita Pagan, Linda Hill, Robin Miller, 
Vina Krassow, Courtney and Aubrey 
Reeves, John Bennett, Dennis Brennan, 
Robert and Sarah Brundige, Donald 
Dawson, Jean Gartland, Wes Kidd, Gail 
Stein 

Weekly Reading 
 

Su 2 Kgs 14-15, Ps 143, Rev 2-3 
M 2 Kgs 16-17, Ps 144, Rev 4-6 
T 2 Kgs 18, Ps 145, Rev 7-9 
W 2 Kgs 19-20, Ps 146, Rev 10-12 
Th 2 Kgs 21-22, Ps 147, Rev 13-15 
F 2 Kgs 23-24, Ps 148, Rev 16-17 
Sa 2 Kgs 25, Ps 149, Rev 18-19 

 
Let us continue to: 
 -Seek Bible studies 
 -Invite folks to worship with us 
 -Pray for opportunities to reach souls 
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Today’s sermon topics 
AM  Attitudes toward self 

(Romans 12:3, 16) 
PM  “As for the Lord”--1 

(Colossians 3:23-24) 
 

Times of worship 
Sunday AM 

Bible study 9:45 
Worship service 10:45 

Sunday PM 
Worship service 6 
Wednesday PM 

Bible study and worship 7:30 
First and Third Friday’s 

7:30 PM 
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