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In need of prayers 
Grey Sebree has passed from this life to the next.  Let us pray for his family 
and friends as they mourn this loss. 

Aiden Powell, the five-year-old son of a friend of Jackie’s brother (Joseph 
Miller), is scheduled to have open-heart surgery in the near future. 

In need of regular prayers 

Our members: Jeff Howerton, Janice Parsons, Glenn Kimberlin 

Others: Charlene Antle, Edith Tirey, Lala Whitson, Tom Curtis. Rita Pagan, 
Linda Hill, Robin Miller, Vina Krassow, Courtney and Aubrey Reeves, John 
Bennett, Dennis Brennan, Robert and Sarah Brundige, Donald Dawson, Jean 
Gartland, Wes Kidd, Gail Stein 

Weekly Reading 
 

Su 1 Chron 1, Ps 150, Rev 20-22 
 M 1 Chron 2, Ps 1, Matt 1-2 
T 1 Chron 3-4, Ps 2, Matt 3-4 
W 1 Chron 5, Ps 3, Matt 5 
Th 1 Chron 6, Ps 4, Matt 6 
F 1 Chron 7, Ps 5, Matt 7 
Sa 1 Chron, Ps 6, Matt 8 
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Today’s sermon topics 
AM  Attitudes toward 

brethren 
(John 13:34-35) 

PM  “As for the Lord”--2 
(Colossians 3:23-24) 

 
Times of worship 

Sunday AM 
Bible study 9:45 

Worship service 10:45 
Sunday PM 

Worship service 6 
Wednesday PM 

Bible study and worship 
7:30 

First and Third Friday’s 
7:30 PM 

 
 
 

  

Today’s Passage To 
Remember 

“Now to him who is able to 
keep you from stumbling and 
to present you blameless 
before the presence of his 
glory with great joy, to the 
only God, our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion, and authority, 
before all time and now and 
forever.  Amen.” 

             Jude 24-25 

   

 

 

 



Gospel plan of salvation:  Hear the gospel (Romans 10:17), Believe Jesus Christ (John 3:16), Repent of sin (Luke 13:3), Confess faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 10;9), Be 
baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), Live worthy of a Christian (Ephesians 4:1)  

There’s A Lesson Here! 
   What a confused and ambivalent world we live in these days!  Many approach current 
issues with a Dr. Jekyll/Mr. Hyde mentality.  For example, folks will rise up in righteous 
indignation when a child dies in an enclosed vehicle having been left on a terrifically hot 
day by an irresponsible parent.  Yet the very same people will condone abortion, not even 
considering the unborn child to be a person.  Yet David clearly understood that, while he 
was still a fetus, he was an individual person.  He wrote in Psalm 139:13-16: “For you 
formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you for I 
am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.  
My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in 
the depths of the earth.  Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, 
every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.”  
Did you notice all of the personal pronouns uses in those magnificent verses?  David had an 
identity; he was a person even when, as he says regarding his coming days of life, “as yet 
there was none of them.” 
   God decreed from the very beginning of creation that man and woman would become one 
flesh and bear children.  God decreed that children be cherished; He intended for children to 
be blessings to the parents.  God planned for parents to protect, provide, and sacrifice for 
their children.  He planned for parents to nurture and to train them.  Being a parent is a full 
time job in a secular sense.  And it is a full time job in a spiritual sense.  Children should not 
be neglected for the sake of one’s career, profession, relationships, or a lifestyle that allows 
little consideration for the children. 
   There are lessons to be learned from the Scriptures.  John 16:21 says, “When a woman is 
giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the 
baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for the joy that a human being has been born 
into the world.”  Psalm 127:3-5 says, “Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the 
fruit of the womb a reward.  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s 
youth.  Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them…!” 
   How much do you value your children?  Consider Hannah who suffered ridicule and 
humiliation for being barren.  Just think about how much she wanted to be a mother.  
Consider Jacob and the grief he experienced for many years because he was convinced by 
his sons that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal.  Consider the parents of Moses and 
what they had to do to save him from the slaughter of Pharaoh.  Over and over again we find 
in God’s Word examples of parents who made extraordinary sacrifices for their children.  
Truly our children are a heritage from the Lord.  There are wonderful and amazing lessons 
in God’s Word!                     The Elders 

What If God Were Like Me? 
   Have you ever thought to ask yourself the above question?  1 Peter 1:14-16 says, “As 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he 
who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, ‘You shall be 
holy, for I am holy’.”  We are called upon to conduct ourselves in a holy manner just as the 
One who called us is holy.  But what if the Holy One, if only for a month, chose to conduct 
Himself after the pattern that He sees in us?  How much do you suppose would change? 
   Psalm 34:15 says, “The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and his ears toward 
their cries.”  Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  It is wonderfully 
comforting knowing that God’s eyes and ears are always inclined toward the saint.  But 
would that still be the case for the month He patterned His conduct after ours?  Would there 
be times when He was not very inclined at all to see, listen to, and help His saints through 
their daily struggles?  Would He be too tired, preoccupied, or self-absorbed to care?   
   Ezekiel 18:21-23 says, “But if a wicked person turns from all his sins that he has 
committed and keeps all my statutes and does what is just and right, he shall surely live; he 
shall not die.  None of the transgressions that he has committed shall be remembered 
against him; for the righteousness that he has done he shall live.  Have I any pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, declares the Lord God, and not rather that he should turn from his way 
and live?”  More than anything else our God wants to be able to forgive a person of their 
sins and enjoy a saving relationship with them.  The entirety of Scripture is about the 
deployment and fruition of a plan to accomplish His will in this matter.  But would that still 
be the case for the month He patterned His conduct after ours?  Would a desire and 
willingness to forgive characterize Him for that month?  Or is it possible that He would 
become a grudge-holder for the month, refusing to forgive those who slighted Him even as 
they repent and ask forgiveness? 
   Malachi 3:10 says, “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house.  And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows 
of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.”  Our God 
has always been eager to pour blessings upon His people, physically and spiritually.  But 
would that still be the case for the month He patterned His conduct after ours?  Would He 
continue to eagerly rain spiritual blessings upon those faithful to His cause?  Or is it possible 
that He’d be too preoccupied with Himself to even appreciate those working for and trusting 
in Him? 
   God is not going to pattern His conduct after ours.  He is always faithful and true.  But 
answering these questions can tell us much about ourselves.  Did you like the answers?   AL   


