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In need of prayers 
Charlene Antle will continue in the hospital for about another week.  She is 
still fighting the infection in her blood.  She will not be able to see the 
cardiologist until after she is released from the hospital. 

Aiden Powell, the five-year-old son of a friend of Jackie’s brother (Joseph 
Miller), is scheduled to have open-heart surgery in the near future. 

In need of regular prayers 

Our members: Jeff Howerton, Janice Parsons, Glenn Kimberlin 

Others: Edith Tirey, Lala Whitson, Tom Curtis, Rita Pagan, Linda Hill, Robin 
Miller, Vina Krassow, Courtney and Aubrey Reeves, John Bennett, Dennis 
Brennan, Robert and Sarah Brundige, Donald Dawson, Jean Gartland, Gail 
Stein 

Weekly Reading 
 

Su 1 Chron 9-10, Ps 7, Matt 9 
 M 1 Chron 11, Ps 8, Matt 10 
T 1 Chron 12-13, Ps 9, Matt 11 
W 1 Chron 14-15, Ps 10, Matt 12 
Th 1 Chron 16-17, Ps 11, Matt 13 
F 1 Chron 18-20, Ps 12, Matt 14 
Sa 1 Chron 21-23, Ps 13, Matt 15 
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Today’s sermon topics 
AM  Our Attitudes toward    
brethren--2 
PM  “Why have you 
forsaken me?” 

 
Today’s Scripture Reading 
AM Matthew 1:1-17 
PM Matthew 1:18-25 

 
Times of worship 

Sunday AM 
Bible study 9:45 

Worship service 10:45 
Sunday PM 

Worship service 6 
Wednesday PM 

Bible study and worship 7:30 
First and Third Friday’s 

7:30 PM 
 
 
 

  

        There’s A Lesson Here! 

“An excellent wife who can find?  She 
is far more precious than jewels.” 

Proverbs 31:10 

  The question that begins the proverb 
suggests that excellent wives are 
scarce.  They are rare and difficult to 
find.  Some claim that the excellent 
wife of the proverb is more than rare; 
she does not really exist.  They 
conclude that no woman could 
measure up to the ideal woman 
described in the remainder of Proverbs 
31.  On the other hand, numerous 
Christian men would beg to differ.  
They would say that they have found 
excellent wives who measure up quite 
well to the one described in the 
proverb.  It may be true that amongst 
women of the world an excellent wife 
is rare indeed, but if we looks in the 
right place they’re not hard to find. 

 

 

 

 



Gospel plan of salvation:  Hear the gospel (Romans 10:17), Believe Jesus Christ (John 3:16), Repent of sin (Luke 13:3), Confess faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 10;9), Be 
baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), Live worthy of a Christian (Ephesians 4:1)  

  There’s a lesson here for young men who are, or will be, looking for a wife.  If you 
want an excellent wife it is possible to find one.  You just need to look where such 
women are plentiful.  Such a place is a faithful congregation of the Lord’s church 
where young women have ben taught to be the kind of woman God approves, where 
they have been brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). 
   There’s also a lesson here for young women.  Is your goal to be excellent wife?  Is 
there a better way to become an excellent wife than by striving to be like the wife 
described in Proverbs 31?  Can you discern the skills utilized by her and make it your 
ambition to learn them?  They comprise a complete set of what it takes to love and 
respect your husband, care for your children, manage your household, and be 
obedient to God.  The excellent wife of Proverbs 31 is not some unattainable paragon 
but the wife so many godly women through the ages have actually been. 
   Is there a lesson here for older women?  Yes.  Godly women, in their humility, do 
not go around professing to be excellent wives.  Yet others, especially their 
husbands, do consider them to be excellent.  Godly wives simply need to keep doing 
what they do every day making sure they find opportunity to train the younger 
women (Titus 2:3-4). 
   Finally, there’s a lesson here for husbands of every age.  Where you are newly 
wed, in the midst of a growing family, or have celebrated decades of marriage to the 
same woman, is she still more precious to you than jewels?  We know that jewels are 
among the most valuable things on earth.  God chose precious stones to enable John 
to visualize the glories of heaven (Revelation 21).  The proverb says that an excellent 
wife is, not just more precious, but far more precious than jewels.  Would we value a 
precious jewel less over time?  Husbands, we need to value our wives no less than 
God does: “She is far more precious than jewels.”               The Elders 

 
Dining With Deity 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to eat with him and he with me” (Revelation 3:20). 

   I would imagine that each one us has been asked or heard someone asked who they 
would most like to sit down and have a meal with if the opportunity were made 
available.  I’ve heard people respond by mentioning athletes, movie stars, music 
stars, authors, presidents, various world leaders, famous activists, and family 

members who have passed on whom they would love to converse with just once 
more.  How would you answer the question? 
   Most Christians would answer that they would choose to dine with Jesus, 
particularly if the question were asked with several Christians around to hear the 
answer.  How does it make you feel knowing that if asked the question Jesus would 
say that He’d most like to dine with you?  In fact, He’s ready for that meal to begin 
right now.  Let’s consider how that meal is accomplished in light of Revelation 3:20. 
   First, remember that Jesus was writing to those who were already Christians.  
However, they were Christians who had lost all zeal and enthusiasm for Christ and 
had become lukewarm, tepid, in their faith (vs. 15-16).  In this case, our Lord is 
asking to be let back in. 
   Second, take care to note that Jesus is using His words as the knocker on the door 
of their hearts.  What He has to offer He offers to all (Matthew 11:28-30) but only as 
His words are heard and obeyed (Romans 10:17; John 14:15).  To hear His knocking 
is to hear His voice.  It is to hear and understand the message that He delivers.  This 
means that He must be acknowledged for all that He is.  He is our suffering Savior 
and He is our mighty King.  The first cannot be accepted and the second rejected.  
Kings have authority over their subjects.  How much more the King of kings and 
Lord of lords?   
   Third, do not fail to grasp the significance of the fact that Jesus is not going to 
loosen the hinges of the door with His pounding and then kick it open.  He will not 
enter the heart that does not welcome Him humbly and meekly by opening the door 
without compulsion.  If He’s coming in it will only because He has been invited.  In 
fact, the Lord’s efforts and the necessary willingness and action of the saint provide 
clear proof of the freedom of the human will to choose or reject the divine call. 
   If His words will be obeyed and if the heart is opened to Him willingly than He is 
going to come inside and sup with the saint.  We are told that to the Oriental this 
signified “close confidence and affection.”  This spiritual communion and fellowship 
with Christ, as wonderful as it is, is but a foretaste of the glory to be shared with Him 
in eternity.  
   Are you a Christian?  Jesus Christ will not enter your heart to dine with you 
otherwise.  Follow the plan He prescribes and have your sins washed away.  That 
plan with Bible references is listed just below.  Have you obeyed it?                      AL 



Gospel plan of salvation:  Hear the gospel (Romans 10:17), Believe Jesus Christ (John 3:16), Repent of sin (Luke 13:3), Confess faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 10;9), Be 
baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), Live worthy of a Christian (Ephesians 4:1)  

 
 


