
 
 

IN NEED OF PRAYERS 
Recent Additions: 
Taylor Osterling (surgery in new year), Wayde Miller (shoulder surgery November 2) 

Bennie Poynter (bronchitis), Michael Poynter (recovering from hernia surgery), Ciara 
McCrary (cataract surgery went very well)   
 
Standing List: 
Our members: Jeff Howerton, Glenn Kimberlin 
Others: Edith Tirey, Glen Davis, Charlene Antle, Lala Whitson, Tom Curtis, Rita Pagan,  Robin 
Miller, Vina Krassow, Courtney and Aubrey Reeves, John Bennett, Dennis Brennan, Robert and 
Sarah Brundige, Donald Dawson, Jean Gartland, Gail Stein 

 
Reminder: If you wish to have someone added to the prayer list please submit his or her name 
and condition to me in writing. Thanks. 

 

There’s A Lesson Here… 
        Years ago it was not at all uncommon 
for local and even national religious 
organizations to hold gospel meetings in 
tents. Such tent meetings or revivals were 
not only religious events, but huge social 
events as well. No doubt, we associate 
such revivals with efforts by various denominations to spread their false doctrines. 
Consequently, were there to be a tent revival held in our local area we would probably 
not attend. While we might quickly dismiss any true spiritual value of attending such 
an event, we ought to not be so quick to dismiss the concept of revival. 
   The word revival essentially means to bring back to life or consciousness, to 
resuscitate, and it has an extremely wide application. For example it can be used in 
the sense of imparting new health, vigor, or spirit to something or someone. 
Something can be revived in the sense that it is restored to use or activity. Things that 
have gone out of vogue can be revived, that is, having their validity or effectiveness 
restored. Revival can even be applied to activities of the mind such as renewal in the 
mind or recalling things in the mind. 
   We need to understand that the concept of revival is an entirely biblical one. 
Consider three of the churches in Revelation, chapters two and three. The church at 
Ephesus was told,  “But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you 
had at first. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the 
works you did at first.” The church at Sardis was told, “You have the reputation of 
being alive, but you are dead. Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. Remember, then, 
what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent.” Finally, the church at Laodicea, 
had these words delivered to it: “I know your works: you are neither cold nor 
hot….For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that 
you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold 
refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe 
yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your 
eyes, so that you may see.” Whatever problems these churches had, God’s message to 

GOSPEL PLAN OF SALVATION 

 Hear the gospel (Romans 10:17)  Confess faith in Jesus (Romans 10:19) 
 Believe Jesus is the Christ (John 3:16)  Be baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38) 
 Repent from sins (Luke 13:3)  Live worthy of the calling (Ephesians 4:1) 
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WEEKLY READING 
Sun: Isa 8-9, Ps 84, Acts 7 
Mon: Isa 10-12, Ps 85, Acts 8 
Tue: Isa 13-14, Ps 86, Acts 9 
Wed: Isa 15-19, Ps 87, Acts 10 
Thu: Isa 20-22, Ps 88, Acts 11 
Fri: Isa 23-25, Ps 89:1-29, Acts 12 
Sat: Isa 26-28, Ps 89:30-52, Acts 

13 
 

SERVICES 
Sunday 
Bible Study: 9:45 AM 
Worship: 10:45 AM; 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 
Bible Study: 7:30 PM 
1st Fri. of Month 
Singing: 7:30 PM 
3rd Fri. of Month 
Bible Study: 7:00 PM 
(Ask for location) 
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“The Lord’s church 
needs revival on a 
continuing basis”  



them was the same. If you continue as you are, without revival, without returning to 
spiritual consciousness, without gaining new health and vigor, without being restored to 
useful service and activity in the Lord’s kingdom, then you are spiritually doomed. 
   King David well knew that spiritual revival was intimately connected to and dependent 
upon God Almighty. He wrote in Psalm 69:30-33, “I will praise the name of God with a 
song;  I will magnify him with thanksgiving. This will please the LORD more than an ox 
or a bull with horns and hoofs. When the humble see it they will be glad; you who seek 
God, let your hearts revive. For the Lord hears the needs and does not despise his own 
people who are prisoners.” 
   Psalm 85 is about revival that leads to salvation. It shows that God’s people are revived 
through faithfulness to Him and that revival leads to rejoicing. Look at verse 6. “Will you 
not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?” Verses 10-13 are particularly 
meaningful in connecting revival and God’s mercy. “Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
righteousness and peace kiss each other. Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and 
righteousness looks down from the sky. Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land 
will yield its increase. Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way.” 
   Every day, the Christian has need of revival. The Lord’s church needs revival on a 
continuing basis. “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)     The Elders 
  
 
 

The Silence of the Scriptures  
By Steven F. Deaton 

   Does silence permit or forbid?  When God does not address an issue, are we free to do 
as we please, or is it dangerous and damning to act with presumption?  Various views of 
this are advocated, some even allowing man to change the church, its work, worship, and 
organization, so much that it is not recognizable as the New Testament church.  As long 
as it is done in the name of the Lord, it is authorized according to some (cf. Matt 7:21-
23). 
   That the Scriptures teach us to respect silence is readily proved, as shown below.  Yet 
some labor long and hard to deny such.  For instance, Barry L. Perryman, in his book, A 
Call to Unity: A Critical Review of Patternism and the Command-Example-Inference-
Silence Hermeneutic, states, “The silence forbids theory is perhaps the most destructive, 
misused, misapplied, and malignant component of the CEIS hermeneutic” (p. 27).  
Perryman claims, “The silence forbids theory is therefore a tradition of men developed in 
the United States during the last half of the 19th century when certain Christians began to 

emphasize one teaching over another as a condition of fellowship.  In other words, it 
came into existence concurrently with a rise of sectarian Patternism theology in the 
churches of early America.” 
   Let us grant that the “silence forbids theory” was not developed in the United States 
until the last half of the 19th century.  So what?  Baptism for the remission of sins was 
not widely taught in the United States until the 19th century.  The same is true for one 
true church.  What does this prove?  These things were not taught.  That’s it.  It does 
not mean they are not true.  As men moved further away from Roman Catholicism 
and denominationalism, they learned and understood better the doctrine of Christ. 
   Silence does forbid.  Note the inspired word written in the 1st century.  “For the 
priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change in the law.  For He of 
whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has 
officiated at the altar.  For it is evident that our Lord rose from Judah, of which tribe 
Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood” (Hebrews 7:12-14). 
   Moses was silent on the issue of priests coming from tribes other than Levi.  His 
silence on the issue forbade priests from any other tribe, including Judah.  When 
priests were appointed from other tribes, it was condemned (1 Kings 12:31; 13:1, 2).  
It was not condemned because it was written in the law, “Thou shalt not appoint 
priests from Judah, Simeon, Ruben, Benjamin, Dan…” Rather, it was condemned 
because everyone knew the law said priests were to be from Levi (Numbers 3, 18).  
The argument made by the Hebrew writer is that Moses was silent on the point and 
therefore priests from other tribes were forbidden.  The case cannot be plainer. 
   Let the man who believes silence does not forbid tell his wife he is taking two more.  
After all, the New Testament is silent on a man having more than one wife.  What it 
does say is a man is to have a wife (1 Corinthians 7:2).  Hence, more than “a” or 
“one” wife is forbidden.  Likewise, the New Testament is silent on baptizing babies.  
There is no specific command, “Thou shalt not baptize infants.”  The doctrine of 
Christ is silent on the point.  Yet, it does teach us to baptize penitent believers (Mark 
16:16; Acts 2:38).  If silence does not forbid, than we can have polygamist marriages 
and baby baptisms.  If not, why not?  The sad truth is that this is exactly what will 
happen in succeeding generations among those who have abandoned the idea of 
pattern authority and prohibition associated with the silence of the Scriptures. 
 
Sermons:                       AM (Judas—2)                PM (The Bible Teacher) 
Scripture Reading :     AM (Matthew 12:38-50)  PM (Matthew 13:1-23)      
    

 
 


