
 
 

IN NEED OF PRAYERS 
Recent Additions: 
Arlena Poynter (should receive the results of her tests tomorrow), Ciara McCrary (She had her 
second cataract surgery this past Wednesday and it went well), let also keep in mind the number 
of children in this congregation who have been fighting illnesses.  

List: 
Our members: Jeff Howerton, Glenn Kimberlin, Bennie Poynter 

Others: Edith Tirey, Glen Davis, Charlene Antle, Lala Whitson, Tom Curtis, Rita Pagan, Robin 
Miller, Vina Krassow, Courtney and Aubrey Reeves, John Bennett, Dennis Brennan, Robert and 
Sarah Brundige, Donald Dawson, Jean Gartland, Gail Stein, Michael Poynter, Taylor Osterling, 
CJ Nash 

 
Reminder: If you wish to have someone added to the prayer list please submit his or her name 
and condition to me in writing. Thanks. 

 

There’s A Lesson Here… 
   James 4:8 says, “Draw near to God, and 
he will draw near to you.” As was stated in 
last week’s bulletin article, if one would 
draw near to God one must know where to 
look for Him. Not only can God be found 
in His creation, He can also be found in 
the scriptures. While we can draw near to God by being receptive to what creation 
informs us about Him, we can draw nearer by means of the knowledge God reveals 
about Himself in His word. It is as if creation is merely a preface or introduction to 
the infinitely more detailed content contained within the bible. 
   If one would know God, if one would really and truly draw near to God, the bible is 
where He can be found. In order to really draw near to God one must get into His 
word wherein He reveals Himself. In the bible God tells us who He is, who we are, 
and where we stand in relation to Him. Not only does God describe Himself in His 
book, He also tells us what He has done and why He did it. In addition He tells us 
what He will do in the future. He doesn’t stop there; He informs us what He likes and 
what He does not like. He makes clear what pleases Him and what displeases Him. 
He shares His promises, gives warnings, and provides ample evidence that His 
promises can be relied upon without fail. In the remainder of this article we can only 
begin to mine the depths of the scriptures to extract the vast treasures contained 
therein. Even though space is limited, we can establish the profound truth that if we 
will draw near to God by going to the scriptures God will draw near to us.  
   Let’s draw near to God through the following scriptures: 
   God is eternal and infinite. “Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you will remain; they will 
all wear out like a garment. You will change them like a robe, and they will pass 
away, but you are the same, and your years have no end.” (Ps 102:25-27) 
   God is sovereign. “Remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is 
no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the 
beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, 
and I will accomplish all my purpose,' calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of 

GOSPEL PLAN OF SALVATION 

 Hear the gospel (Romans 10:17)  Confess faith in Jesus (Romans 10:9-10) 
 Believe Jesus is the Christ (John 3:16)  Be baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38) 
 Repent from sins (Luke 13:3)  Live worthy of the calling (Ephesians 4:1) 

 

 

LEADERSHIP 
ELDERS DEACONS 
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WEEKLY READING 
Sun: Jer 33-34, Ps 115, 1 Cor 8-9 
Mon: Jer 35-36, Ps 116, 1 Cor 10 
Tue: Jer 37-38, Ps 117, 1 Cor 11 
Wed: Jer 39-41, Ps 118, 1 Cor 12-13 
Thu: Jer 42-44, Ps 119:1-8, 1 Cor 

14 
Fri: Jer 45-47, Ps 119:9-16, 1 Cor 

15-16 
Sat: Jer 48, Ps 119:17-24, 2 Cor 1-

2 
 

SERVICES 
Sunday 
Bible Study: 9:45 AM 
Worship: 10:45 AM; 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 
Bible Study: 7:30 PM 
1st Fri. of Month 
Singing: 7:30 PM 
3rd Fri. of Month 
Bible Study: 7:00 PM 
(Ask for location) 
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Reminder 
The new class quarter 

begins today.   



my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, 
and I will do it.” (Isaiah 46:9-11)  
   God has done great and wonderful things. “In him also you were circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision 
of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with 
him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.  And 
you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of 
debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over 
them in him.” (Col. 2:11-16) 
   God’s power works to our best interests. “He gives power to the faint, and to him 
who has no might he increases strength. Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young 
men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk 
and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:29-31)  
   The bible is all about God. It contains God’s revelation about Himself. Just think about 
that fact: God, the Creator, has not left us, the creation, in the dark about Him, but has 
fully enlightened us so that we might know Him. There is no better way to draw near to 
God than to make His word a vital part of our lives.      The Elders 
 

“Show no partiality” 
   National news has been buzzing this past week over a denominational congregation 
here in Kentucky who chose to refuse membership to interracial couples or allow them to 
take part in the public worship.  Upon hearing this most are outraged (rightly so) that 
anyone who claims to love and worship Jesus Christ would withhold fellowship from one 
who shares their faith because of skin color.  Yet perhaps some are thinking to 
themselves, “But that was a denomination.  Surely such prejudice, racism, does not exist 
within the Lord’s church.”   
   In fact the sin of partiality has existed in the church from the moment of its inception 
and has been spoken out against by the Holy Spirit for as long.  The old Jewish prejudice 
against Gentiles was raging when the church was established.  Jesus had informed His 
followers that the kingdom’s scope would be far too broad to contain but a single 
ethnicity (John 10:16).  Even so, a special vision was required for Peter to understand that 
the Jewish prejudice against the Gentiles must come to an end (Acts 10:9-16).  Having 
met Cornelius and understanding the meaning of the visions, Peter exclaimed, “Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears Him and 
does what is right is acceptable to Him.”  Although Peter stated this truth, and though he 

was the one who first preached admittance into the kingdom to the Gentiles, his old 
prejudices rose up when some Jews came from James.  Peter began to separate 
himself from his Gentile brethren, even drawing that wonderful Christian Barnabas 
away in his error (Galatians 2:11-14). 
   Not surprisingly it is Paul who seems to have immediately embraced the truth of 
Christ’s inclusiveness to all who accept His invitation (Matthew 11:28-30).  Though 
Paul desperately loved his Jewish brethren (Romans 9:1-3; 10:1-3), he rejoiced that 
all could be saved.  It is Paul who often reminds Christians that the one thing that 
matters is being part of God’s family.  Note Galatians 3:27-29.  “For as many of you 
as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.  And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to promise.  Paul’s point may be stated in this way: upon one’s entrance 
into Christ all racism, sexism, class warfare, and prejudice of any kind must cease 
immediately.  Those things have been thoroughly demolished by entering an entirely 
new family, one based upon love for Christ and love for brethren.  Since I have been 
laboring with this congregation folks have visited with us from all parts of the world.  
It is possible that all the continents have been represented in this building in the past 
three years.  When those visitors pass through the last thing a genuine Christian 
considers is their ethnicity and skin color.  If they are not members of the Body of 
Christ then we encourage them to put Him on in trusting faith and baptism.  If they 
are part of the family of God we welcome our brothers and sisters from other parts of 
the world, embrace them as the family members they are, and wish them the favor and 
grace of the Lord on their journey. 
   James 2:1 says, “My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.”  Prejudice is not only about race.  We can be 
prejudiced against brethren for many different reasons.  Mr. Vine says the word 
means “to judge beforehand.”  In other words, prejudice is basing one’s opinions of 
people on preconceived notions without evidence or experience to base the opinion 
upon.  It is truly a disgusting trait to possess and I would imagine one would be hard 
pressed to find an attribute less Christ-like.  Let us search our hearts to ensure that it 
does not exist in us. 
   One final thought: if one cannot stomach being with a brother or sister in Christ due 
to skin color, ethnicity, or any other prejudicial reason, how can they expect to be 
satisfied being with them in eternity?  Please think about these things.    AL       
 
Sermons:     AM (Mary and Martha) PM   (“Keep your heart with all vigilance”)  
Reading:      AM (Matthew 16:13-28) PM (Matthew 17:1-13)      


