
 
 

IN NEED OF PRAYERS 
Recent Additions: 
Paul Ayres (will have a heart valve replaced probably in March), Nilma Covington  (no cancer 
in the lymph nodes), The Morelan’s daughter, Gaye (receiving treatment for a very serious 
stroke.  She and the family continue to need prayers)    
List: 
Our members: Jeff Howerton, Glenn Kimberlin, Arlena Poynter 

Others: Charlene Antle, Lala Whitson, Rita Pagan, Vina Krassow, Courtney and Aubrey 
Reeves, John Bennett, Dennis Brennan, Robert and Sarah Brundige, Donald Dawson, Jean 
Gartland, Gail Stein, Michael Poynter, Taylor Osterling, CJ Nash, The Shepherd family, Faye 
Hensley, Mary Wilson (moved to Cardinal Hill), Edith Tirey, John Thompson. 

 
Reminder: If you wish to have someone added to the prayer list please submit his or her name 
and condition to me in writing. Thanks. 

There’s a lesson here 
Satan is exceedingly clever and 

has many tools at his disposal. Perhaps 
the most effective tool he utilizes is 
worldliness. Worldliness is simply the 
practice of being like the world, or, in 
the language of Romans 12:2, being “conformed to the world”. Worldliness has 
overtaken the Christian when there is no observable difference between the Christian and 
his or her worldly neighbor, or worldly co-worker.  Satan’s use of worldliness is 
effectively working when Christians are entertained by the same television shows, the 
same movies, the same activities as everyone else in the world. When Christians laugh at 
the same jokes, speak the same foul language, engage in gossip and tale-bearing, they are 
conforming to the world, and Satan has a heyday, as elated and gleeful as he can be. 
Worldliness involves being attracted by and desiring to have the latest fashions, gadgets, 
gizmos, contraptions, and gimmicks that manufacturers and marketers place before the 
consuming public. Worldliness drives the Christian to compete with others regarding the 
things they have and the Christian wants.  
    To not be worldly is to be different in a way that pleases God, but often results in 
ridicule and subtle persecution from the world. Consider 1 Peter 4:1-7: “1 Since therefore 
Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever 
has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the 
flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. 3 For the time that is past 
suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, 
drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect to this they are 
surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign 
you; 5 but they will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 
For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged 
in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does. 7 The end 
of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of 
your prayers.”  
    The above passage leads to several questions. 1) How often does our behavior 
surprise those around us? When they seek to include us in their ungodly endeavors, does 
our response amaze them, making them wonder how could we possibly not be interested 

GOSPEL PLAN OF SALVATION 

 Hear the gospel (Romans 10:17)  Confess faith in Jesus (Romans 10:9-10) 
 Believe Jesus is the Christ (John 3:16)  Be baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38) 
 Repent from sins (Luke 13:3)  Live worthy of the calling (Ephesians 4:1) 
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WEEKLY READING 
Sun: Eccl 3:1-8, Gen 1, 1 Ch 1, Lk 1:1-25 

Mon: Ps 1, Gen 2, 1 Ch 2, Lk 1:26-56 

Tue: Ps 2, Gen 3, 1 Ch 3, Lk 1:57-80  

Wed: Ps 3, Gen 4, 1 Ch 4, Lk 2:1-21 

Thu: Ps 4, Gen 5, 1 Ch 5, Lk 2:22-52 

Fri: Ps 5, Gen 6, 1 Ch 6, Lk 3:1-22 

Sat: Ps 6, Gen 7, 1 Ch 7, Lk 3:23-4:13 

 

SERVICES 
Sunday 
Bible Study: 9:45 AM 
Worship: 10:45 AM; 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 
Bible Study: 7:30 PM 
1st Fri. of Month 
Singing: 7:30 PM 
3rd Fri. of Month 
Bible Study: 7:00 PM 
(Ask for location) 
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in the fun they promise? Or does our response send the message that we are one of them and 
not any different at all? 2) How often are we maligned by others because we quote scripture 
to them, or openly oppose their ungodly behaviors, or make it plain to them that we find no 
humor in the things they find funny? Look again at verse 1: the Christian’s suffering in the 
flesh that is consistent with Christ suffering in the flesh is the very persecution the Christian 
receives from the world for not being worldly. Verse 7 exhorts Christians to be self-
controlled and sober-minded. 
    The pressure from Satan to be worldly is enormous. We should consider the 
attractions of the world and the influences of those around us as Satan’s flaming darts (Eph 
6:16), coming at us from every direction all of the time.  
    “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.  And the 
world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever.” (1 John 2:15-17)   The Elders 
 

Citizenship 
These days we Americans are observing with interest the current political climate.  A 

Democratic President occupies the White House, acquiring vast sums of money to begin his 
reelection campaign in earnest.  Across the aisle, the Grand Old Party is desperately 
searching for just the right candidate to set forth in an effort to overthrow the current regime 
and “fix” Washington.  The coming election will impact the lives of the citizenship of this 
country so it is only natural that the nation take an interest in the proceedings. 
 Christians should take a special interest in their government because God has given us 
certain responsibilities and duties toward those who serve within it.  God has commanded us 
to obey the laws established by our leaders, to pray for their conduct and salvation, to pay 
taxes, and to recognize them as those bearing authority (Romans 13:1-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-4; 
Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-14).  At the same time we recognize that the vast majority of our 
leaders care little for the commandments of God and are unwilling to be guided by them.  For 
this reason the possibility always exists that they will enact certain laws that a Christian in 
good faith and conscience simply cannot obey.  In such circumstances let us join voice with 
Peter and John in saying, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than 
to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard” (Acts 
4:19-20).  It is imperative that the saints familiarize themselves with the positions of their 
leaders and the laws they enact so that they know whether they conflict with God’s revealed 
will.  If so they must be prepared to disobey the laws of the land, humbly explain the reasons 
to the authorities, and accept the consequences for choosing fidelity to the Lord. 
 More important than all of this, Christians must remember where their true citizenship 
resides.  Paul said, “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 

that enables him even to subject all things to himself” (Philippians 3:20-21).  The time is 
coming, could even be before you ever set eyes on this article, when America and its 
political intrigues will no longer exist.  The kingdom to which the saint has been 
transferred (Colossians 1:13-14) waits only the moment when the Son hands it to His 
Father (1 Corinthians 15:24).  When this day comes it will not matter whether our current 
President won a second term or whom the Republican party nominated to run against 
him.  The only question on the “ballot” will be whether I remembered my true citizenship 
or not? 

For this reason I cringe to see Christians discuss politics with an enthusiasm they 
never approach in discussing spiritual matters.  I cringe to see the Christian man or 
woman who wrestles mightily with boredom through Bible class and the worship service 
suddenly spring to life the moment a candidate’s record is commented upon.  We might 
also mention that using derogatory names, insulting a person’s physical appearance, and 
impugning the hidden motives of the heart do not become godly when aimed at 
politicians.   
 I suppose that our priorities, along with the true character of our hearts, become 
rather apparent every fourth year in this country, don’t they?  It is sad to observe the 
godlessness of our political leaders and it does cause one to seriously ponder the future of 
this country.  Sin must be exposed and called sin whether committed by pauper or 
President.  Yet why would a saint ever take pleasure in, or even hasten, the destruction of 
a soul?  Perhaps more praying and less complaining about our politicians is in order.   
 These are certainly interesting days and we should all pay attention to the things 
taking place in Washington.  After all, there may come a time when obeying their laws 
will conflict with obeying God’s.  However, our primary citizenship is in heaven.  
Shouldn’t we feel greater enthusiasm discussing our heavenly Leader than the one’s in 
Washington?   

“This world is not my home, I’m just a passing through. 
My treasures are laid up, somewhere beyond the blue. 

The angel’s beckon me from heaven’s open door, 
And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore!” 

 How true the words of the old song!  Do we still view this world as but a stop on 
the journey toward our final home, that “far-away land” where our true citizenship 
resides?  For all of our sakes, I hope so.  Please think about these things.       AL 

 
  
Sermons:  AM The role of expediency       PM Answering questions  

Reading:   AM (Matthew 24:1-14)             PM (Matthew 24:15-35)      

    


