
 

IN NEED OF PRAYERS 

Recent Additions: 

Mary Wilson (she has recovered very well from the train accident.  However, she is being sent 

to a skilled nursing facility to continue her rehabilitation), Taylor Osterling (he is at home 

recovering from his surgery) 

List: 

Our members: Jeff Howerton, Glenn Kimberlin, Paul Atkisson, John Thompson, Ron Tirey  

Others: Gaye Brassom, Paul Ayres, Charlene Antle, Lala Whitson, Rita Pagan, Vina Krassow, 

Courtney and Aubrey Reeves, John Bennett, Robert and Sarah Brundige, Donald Dawson, Jean 

Gartland, Gail Stein, Michael Poynter, Taylor Osterling, CJ Nash, The Shepherd family, Faye 

Hensley, Sandy Childress, Edith Tirey, Nilma Covington 

 

 

 

There’s a lesson here 
   The Hawaiian Islands were little 

known to the Western world until they 

were discovered in the 18
th

 century by 

Captain James Cook. From that time on 

the Hawaiians began to be influenced by Western culture and religion. Protestant 

missionaries began arriving on the islands in large numbers in 1820 and they were given 

great latitude to spread their teachings by Hawaiian royalty. Protestant Christianity spread 

rapidly throughout the islands and soon began to impact health practices, cultural mores, and 

government policy. 

King Kamehamech II was on the throne in 1820, having come to power the year 

before. He had five wives and reportedly was a heavy drinker. He welcomed the teachings of 

the missionaries, and, no doubt, saw how beneficial were their social reforms that resulted in 

more modest dress for the native women and in the decline of the use of opiates and in 

sexually transmitted diseases. However, he failed to apply the teachings of the missionaries 

to himself. He reportedly said, ―Give me five years more, and I will become a good man.‖ 

Felix had a similar response to one who taught him. ―And after some days, when Felix 

came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him concerning the 

faith in Christ. 
 
Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to 

come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I 

will call for you.‖  (Acts 24:24-25) King Agrippa, likewise, failed to act in a timely manner 

on what he was taught by Paul. ―King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you 

do believe. Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.‖ 

(Acts 26:27-28) 

How typical are the reactions of the three men cited above! Just give me five more 

years. Let me continue my sinful ways for five more years, and then I will do what is right. 

Go away for now. When it is convenient for me I will have you return and we will discuss it 

further. Maybe at that time I will make myself right with God, but it’s just not convenient 

now. Paul, you are very persuasive. You make a good case. I am almost convinced, but not 

quite. 

King Kamehamech never got his five years. He took a trip to England in 1824, 

contracted measles and quickly died. There is no record that a more convenient time ever 

occurred for Felix, and it is doubtful that he ever called for Paul to come and continue his 

teaching. Nor is there any record of King Agrippa ever being fully persuaded to become a 

GOSPEL PLAN OF SALVATION 

 Hear the gospel (Romans 10:17)  Confess faith in Jesus (Romans 10:9-10) 

 Believe Jesus is the Christ (John 3:16)  Be baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38) 

 Repent from sins (Luke 13:3)  Live worthy of the calling (Ephesians 4:1) 
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WEEKLY READING 
Sun: Ps 35, Gn 32, 2 Ch 9, Ac 1 

Mon: Ps 36, Gn 33, 2 Ch 10, Ac 2 

Tue: Ps 37, Gn 34, 2 Ch 11, Ac 3:1-4:31  

Wed: Ps 38, Gn 35, 2 Ch 12, Ac 4:32-6:7 

Thu: Ps 39, Gn 36, 2 Ch 13, Ac 6:8—7:60 

Fri: Ps 40, Gn 37, 2 Ch 14, Ac 8 

Sat: Ps 41, Gn 38, 2 Ch 15, Ac 9:1-31 

 

SERVICES 
Sunday 

Bible Study: 9:45 AM 

Worship: 10:45 AM; 6:00 PM 

Wednesday 
Bible Study: 7:30 PM 

1st Fri. of Month 
Singing: 7:30 PM 

3rd Fri. of Month 
Bible Study: 7:00 PM 

(Ask for location) 
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Who will you tell about Jesus this 

week?  Who did you tell last 

week? 



Christian. The final words of the song, Almost Persuaded, ring true for all three. Those words are 

‖Almost, but lost.‖ 

There is a lesson here with regard to quickly and decisively making oneself right with 

God whenever the need to do so is present. If making oneself right with God means obeying the 

gospel, then doing so right away makes good sense. If making oneself right with God means 

repenting of sins and seeking God’s forgiveness, then the more immediate one does so the better 

it is for the child of God. Nothing is to be gained by delay; ―there’s danger and death in delay.‖ 

(Song: Why Do You Wait?) 

―For he says, „In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have 

helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.‖ (2 

Corinthians 6:2)        The Elders 

 

“Should Ohio legalize same sex marriage?”--1 
 The above was the Cincinnati Enquirer‟s online poll question for this past Thursday, 

March 1.  By the time the question was brought to my attention and I had an opportunity to 

check it out a few thousands votes had been cast.  Evil was well in the lead with 67% voting 

that it was time for Ohio to join the handful of states who have legalized same sex marriage.   

 I recognize that some might raise an eyebrow at my use of the word ―evil‖ in the above 

paragraph.  The one’s who voted to legalize same sex marriage would certainly not consider 

themselves evil people.  If Ohio does legalize same sex marriage down the road those who 

take advantage of it would certainly not consider themselves evil.  Neither would the 

politicians who introduce and campaign for such legislation consider themselves evil.  So 

how can I use the word ―evil‖ to describe those who are in favor of its adoption? 

 I use it because their willing vote in favor of same sex marriage causes them to 

willingly align themselves directly against God and His revealed will.  Isaiah 59:1-2 says, 

―Behold, the Lord‟s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot 

hear; but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins 

have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.”  The thing that separates man from 

God is man’s sin.  If that were not bad enough man has a very nasty habit of taking things 

that are quite sinful and holding them up as signs of virtue and progress.  Isaiah 5:20-21 says, 

―Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 

darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!  Woe to those who are wise in their 

own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight!”   

 As I read the comments section of the poll and considered the points being made by 

those in favor of same sex marriage, I was surprised by how many considered themselves 

―Christians.‖  I was surprised by how many seemed to think that their positive vote spoke 

very well for them and their spiritual state.  Many were extolling their forward thinking and 

progressiveness.  Many were congratulating themselves on having evolved beyond the 

narrow, bigoted values of their grandparent’s society to the much wider, inclusive values of 

today.  In reality they were calling evil good and good evil.  They were putting light for 

darkness and bitter for sweet.  They were glorifying in their own wisdom and 

shrewdness, all the while boasting in their own righteousness and refusing to submit to 

God’s righteousness (Romans 10:1-3). 

 I am clearly claiming that homosexuality is a sin.  However, I have no right to make 

that judgment based solely upon my own feelings or opinions.  The only question that 

matters is whether or not God calls it sinful.  If He does then a person has no right to 

engage in the action or to support it in any way.  Let’s consider the Scriptures. 

 The first time that we see homosexuality is in Genesis 19 in the city of Sodom.  

Verses 5-8 say, ―And they called to Lot, „Where are the men who came to you tonight?  

Bring them out to us, that we may know them.‟  Lot went out to the men at the entrance, 

shut the door after him, and said, „I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly.  

Behold, I have two daughters who have not known any man.  Let me bring them out to 

you, and do to them as you please.  Only do nothing to these men, for they have come 

under the shelter of my roof.”  It should be clear to any honest person that the men of 

Sodom were not seeking to greet Lot’s visitors and get to know them the way we 

consider it today.  If that were the case, how would Lot sending his daughters (and the 

appropriateness of that is not the point at this time) out to them have satisfied their 

desire?  It is obvious that the men of Sodom wanted to do something to Lot’s visitors.  It 

is clear that a violent gang rape was in the working here.  Some have said that was the 

sin, not homosexuality itself.  We will discuss that as we continue on yet it should be 

clear to everyone that homosexuality was certainly involved in the incident in Sodom.  In 

fact, homosexuality is never mentioned in Scripture without sin attached to it. 

 Leviticus 18:22 says, ―You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an 

abomination.”  Chapter 20:13 says, ―If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of 

them have committed an abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is 

upon them.”  Very few, including pro homosexuality theologians, deny that 

homosexuality was condemned under the Mosaic Law.  However, sometimes they talk 

about things like ―Old Testament holiness codes‖ and point out that this code forbade 

things like wearing clothing or mixed fibers and eating shellfish.  The reasoning is that 

God now accepts those things so He must accept homosexuality as well.   

 Leviticus 18:23 calls bestiality unnatural and sinful.  I’ve never met a theologian 

who claims that because bestiality was part of an ―Old Testament holiness code‖ that it is 

no longer sinful.  Contextually it is clear that bestiality is no more unnatural than 

homosexuality.  If one continues to be sinful the other must be as well, all talk of 

―holiness codes‖ aside.   

 In the next article we will consider the New Testament’s teaching on 

homosexuality.   AL  

 

Reading:   AM (Matthew 27:1-23)                  PM (Matthew 27:24-44) 


