
 

IN NEED OF PRAYERS 

Recent Additions: 

Remember the Sims Family as they mourn the loss of John.   Charlie Little has been diagnosed 

with an aggressive form of cancer.  Michael Wells (former member, now at East End) has 

requested prayers as he experiences some health issues. 

List: 

Our members: Jeff Howerton, Glenn Kimberlin, Paul Atkisson, Ron Tirey  

Others: Gaye Brisson, Paul Ayres, Charlene Antle, Lala Whitson, Rita Pagan, Vina Krassow, 

Courtney and Aubrey Reeves, John Bennett, Robert and Sarah Brundige, Donald Dawson, Jean 

Gartland, Gail Stein, Michael Poynter, Taylor Osterling, CJ Nash, The Shepherd family, Sandy 

Childress, Edith Tirey, Nilma Covington, Mary Wilson, Ed Byers, RJ Stevens 

 

 

 

There’s a lesson here 

 God instituted marriage when He 

determined that it was not good that man 

should be alone and decided to make a 

helper fit for him. (Genesis 2:18) After God presented Eve to Adam, Adam acknowledged 

her fitness and accepted her as his wife. The bible then states a major principle regarding 

marriage. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and 

they shall become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24) 

 In the New Testament, a major passage of scripture regarding marriage is found in 

Ephesians 5:22-33. Using the relationship between Christ and His church, the passage 

describes the husband and wife relationship. God surely is pleased when the church is 

submissive to Jesus. The fact that Jesus loves the church and gave His life for it was the plan 

of God even before the world was created. It stands to reason, then, that God is equally 

pleased when wives are submissive to their husbands and when husbands love their wives 

just as Christ loved the church. So, Ephesians 5:22-33 is informative, not only regarding 

Jesus and His church, but also regarding how the wife is to view her husband and how the 

husband is treat his wife. Verse 33 says, “let each of you love his wife as himself, and let the 

wife see that she respects her husband.” When the husband loves his wife as himself he will 

love her as “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.” (Verse 25) He will love 

her as his own body, “nourishing and cherishing her, just as Christ does the church.” (Verse 

29) When the wife respects her husband she will not hesitate to be submissive to him “as the 

church submits to Christ…in everything.” (Verse 24) 

 Many marriages become troubled as time progresses. Some seem to be troubled 

almost from the beginning, doomed to failure. Often troubled marriages could have been 

avoided if at least one of the couple had heeded the observations and advice of friends and 

family members. Troubled marriages can also be avoided if more planning, using the bible as 

a guide, went into the selection of a mate. Ephesians 5:22-33 is a passage one would do well 

to use as just such a guide. 

 If a young woman would evaluate a prospective mate as to whether he is someone she 

can respect and be submissive to, any number of potential marital problems would likely 

never develop. She would not have to constantly struggle with whether or not to submit to his 

decisions regarding the welfare of the family, because she would already have some 

GOSPEL PLAN OF SALVATION 

 Hear the gospel (Romans 10:17)  Confess faith in Jesus (Romans 10:9-10) 

 Believe Jesus is the Christ (John 3:16)  Be baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38) 

 Repent from sins (Luke 13:3)  Live worthy of the calling (Ephesians 4:1) 
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WEEKLY READING 
Sun: Ps 64, Ex 8:20-9:12, 2 Ch 36, Ro 

3:9-20 

Mon: Ps 65, Ex 9:13-10:29, Ez 1, Ro 3:21-
31 

Tue: Ps 66, Ex 11:1-12:30, Ez 2, Ro 4  

Wed: Ps 67, Ex 12:31-13:22, Ez 3, Ro 5:1-
11 

Thu: Ps 68, Ex 14, Ez 4, Ro 5:12-21 

Fri: Ps 69, Ex 15:1-21, Ez 5, Ro 6 

Sat: Ps 70, Ex 15:22-16:36, Ez 6, Ro 7  

 

SERVICES 
Sunday 

Bible Study: 9:45 AM 

Worship: 10:45 AM; 6:00 PM 

Wednesday 
Bible Study: 7:30 PM 

1st Fri. of Month 
Singing: 7:30 PM 

3rd Fri. of Month 
Bible Study: 7:00 PM 

(Ask for location) 
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Consider Ephesians 5:22-33 as a 

divinely given guide to choosing a 

suitable helper, approved by God. 



assurance that his decisions would not be based on what was best for himself, but rather what 

was best for her and the rest of the family as it grew. When her respect for him resulted from his 

commitment to Christ, she would not have to be caught in the middle of her submission to her 

husband versus her submission to her Savior. There is so much more involved when choosing a 

mate than being enamored with the notion of romantic love. Young women, choose wisely a man 

you can respect and be submissive to in the Lord over a lifetime of marriage. 

 If a young man would evaluate a prospective mate considering Ephesians 5:22-33, he 

also would avoid a multitude of potential marital problems down the road. You know, Jesus does 

not ever plan to stop loving the church. He gave His life for it, and has no intention of ever 

falling out of love with the church. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if a young man chose a mate that he 

was willing to give his life for, not just during the first year of the marriage, or the first decade of 

the marriage, but even after 50 years of marriage should both he and his wife live that long? 

Young men, choose wisely a wife who you can continue to love as your own body for as long as 

you both shall live. Choose a wife who will accept your leadership and share your commitment 

to living in accordance with the will of God. Chose a wife who will enable you to rise up and call 

her blessed and to praise her. (Proverbs 31:28)  

 Consider Ephesians 5:22-33 as a divinely given guide to choosing a suitable helper, 

approved by God.  The Elders 

 

“Bring Forth Fruit With Patience” 

By Paul Earnhart 

 There is about most of us an urgent need to see immediate results from our efforts.  The 

greater the time lapse between investment and return the more anxious we become about wasted 

time and energy.  Americans are pragmatists.  What doesn’t work quickly tends to test our 

commitment.  In the work of the gospel that mindset has its dangers.  No one wants to go on 

forever pumping on a dry hole, but there are some things that are not accomplished in a day and 

impatience for the result is not helpful. 

 Anything about Nigeria attracts me since our work there in the early 1960’s.  While 

browsing in a used book store we came on a history of Baptist missionary efforts in western 

Nigeria from its beginning in 1850 to 1937 (Day Dawn in Yoruba Land, Broadman Press, 1939). 

 The book was both enlightening and sobering.  As might be suspected I am in basic 

disagreement with much of Baptist theology and the sectarian mentality Baptists share with 

Protestant churches generally but I believe their experiences planting churches in a new land may 

instruct us. 

 When my family arrived in Nigeria in 1962 the country seemed overrun with Baptist 

churches and Baptist institutions.  What startled me in the book was how much it had cost to 

produce this numerical growth and how painfully slowly it had begun. 

 The first two Baptist missionaries arrived in Nigeria in 1850 after a combined Sea and 

land journey of nearly eight months.  One died of fever on the way.  Of two couples who 

came to join the work in 1852 one couple had to return home immediately to save the 

husband from total blindness; the other couple were both dead of fever within a year.  Of 

seven workers who came in 1856, five returned home ill in 1857 and the remaining two were 

forced home because of their health in 1859. 

 The wife of a couple who came in 1857 died the next year.  In eighteen years (1850-

1868) twenty-one workers, for the most part young, were sent to Nigeria and all either died 

or were forced out by broken health and the incessant tribal wars.  All that remained for their 

labors were “a few unbaptized believers at Abeokuta and a small feeble church at Lagos” (p. 

51).  In the course of these and later years several of the children of these workers died either 

in Nigeria or at sea. 

 In the fifty years between 1850 and 1900 forty-eight workers were sent to Nigeria.  

Thirteen died in Africa or on the voyage home while many others returned broken or 

incapacitated.  For fifty years of labor there were 6 churches with 385 members.  In 1937, 

211 churches were reported, 106 self-supporting, with a total membership of 21,214. 

 Our own experience in Nigeria where evangelists from this country began to go in the 

1950’s has been quite different.  The physical conditions were far more benign and medical 

help far more advanced.  The cultural climate was also far riper for the simple gospel of the 

New Testament.  In the intervening years hundreds of New Testament churches have been 

planted with thousands of members.  What must be remembered, however, is that the growth 

of Nigeria was not ordinary; it was remarkable.  The same has been true of other parts of 

Africa, the Philippines, and India. 

 It would be wonderful if reception of the gospel was always so extraordinary, but that 

is not likely to be the case.  Our efforts at home have not been nearly so fruitful in recent 

years as in the past.  While it is evident that great doors to the gospel are opened at various 

places and in various times which are not always present (1 Corinthians 16:9) that must not 

deter us from working with unsparing energy to reach the lost of our own land even when the 

times are not so favorable (2 Timothy 4:2). 

 We must be wary of installing moments of remarkable fruitfulness in certain places at 

certain times as the response which must be present to keep us working at home.  Laying a 

foundation of faith is some places can be slow and arduous, but that is no indication of what 

those beginning labors will at last produce.  In a kingdom which Jesus compared to a mustard 

seed (Matthew 13:31, 32) small beginnings must not be judged unworthy.  We must “bring 

forth fruit with patience” (Luke 8:15).       

 

Sermons: AM Avoiding spiritual breakdown Reading: AM Mark 3:7-21 

 PM “In an unworthy manner…”   PM Mark 3:22-35 


