
 

IN NEED OF PRAYERS 

 

Recent Additions: 

Ron Tirey continues to recover from his recent surgery.  Julie Patton and Amy Sims are both 

progressing in their pregnancies.  Linda Kincaid (Diane Thompson’s sister-in-law) had 

successful back surgery.  Taylor Osterling is again facing very serious surgery.  Let us keep he 

and his family in our prayers.  Rose Curtis (Jackie’s grandmother) is recovering from cataract 

surgery and will have another in June. 

List: 

Our members: Jeff Howerton, Glenn Kimberlin, Paul Atkisson 

Others: Gaye Brassom, Paul Ayres, Charlene Antle, Lala Whitson, Rita Pagan, Vina Krassow, 

Courtney and Aubrey Reeves, John Bennett, Robert and Sarah Brundige, Donald Dawson, Jean 

Gartland, Gail Stein, Michael Poynter, Taylor Osterling, CJ Nash, The Shepherd family, Sandy 

Childress, Edith Tirey, Nilma Covington, Mary Wilson, Ed Byers, RJ Stevens, Charlie Little  

 

There’s A Lesson Here 

 Matthew 9:12 and 1 

Corinthians 10:12 may not seem, on 

the surface, to be connected. 

However, if we mine the scriptures a little, dig beneath the surface, we will likely 

find that the two passages combine to give us fair warning about the danger of 

self-pride. 

 Among the men Jesus chose to be his apostles was a tax collector named 

Matthew. Jesus dined with this man, prompting the Pharisees to ask one of their 

typically loaded questions. Rather than ask Jesus directly, they posed the question 

to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus 

heard the question and responded, “Those who are well have no need of a 

physician, but those who are sick.” 

 Jesus was saying that he was right where he needed to be at that particular 

time. He was tending to the sick, the spiritually sick. Of course the Pharisees, in 

their pride and arrogance and self-righteousness, believed themselves to need 

nothing of a spiritual nature. Even though they needed the Master Physician just as 

much as did Matthew, it would have done no good to have dined with them 

because they were blind to their own spiritual needs. And so, Jesus sent them on 

their self-satisfied way with these words: “Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire 

mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

(Matthew 9:13) 

 1 Corinthians 10:13 states, in a just a few succinct words, the danger of self-

pride. “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.” Pride 

and self-deception go hand in hand. Wherever you find the one, the other will be 

lurking as well. Include self-righteousness in the picture, too. They all played their 

parts in what went into making the average Pharisee the arrogant, self-serving, 

selfish, boastful, spiritual leader Jesus condemned throughout his ministry. 

GOSPEL PLAN OF SALVATION 

 Hear the gospel (Romans 10:17)  Confess faith in Jesus (Romans 10:9-10) 

 Believe Jesus is the Christ (John 3:16)  Be baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38) 

 Repent from sins (Luke 13:3)  Live worthy of the calling (Ephesians 4:1) 
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WEEKLY READING 
Sun: Ps 113, Lev 19, Is 24, Gal 4 

Mon: Ps 114, Lev 20, Is 25, Gal 5 

Tue: Ps 115, Lev 21:1-22:16, Is 26-27, 
Gal 6  

Wed: Ps 116, Lev 22:17-33, Is 28, Eph 1 

Thu: Ps 117, Lev 23, Is 29-30:17, Eph 2 

Fri: Ps 118, Lev 24, Is 30:18-32:20, Eph 

3 

Sat: Ps 119:1-88, Lev 25, Is 33-34, Eph 
4:1-16  

 

SERVICES 
Sunday 

Bible Study: 9:45 AM 

Worship: 10:45 AM; 6:00 PM 

Wednesday 
Bible Study: 7:30 PM 

1st Fri. of Month 
Singing: 7:30 PM 

3rd Fri. of Month 
Bible Study: 7:00 PM 

(Ask for location) 
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“Go and learn what this means, ‘I 

desire mercy and not sacrifice’…” 

Matthew 9:13a 



 Do we need the Great Physician? Well, not all of the time, and certainly less 

and less as time goes on. Most of us are physically well most of the time. But there are 

times when we need to see the doctor and get treatment. To fail to see the need, to 

deceive ourselves that we have no need of the physician is to foolishly disregard the 

warning. In the same way we will, from time to time, need the Great Physician, the 

healer of souls. Let not arrogance and pride keep us from Jesus when we need him. 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) “Thanks be to God for his 

inexpressible gift.” (2 Corinthians 9:15)  

 

“We’re Satisfied With What We Believe” 

 A few days ago brother Ralph and I had the opportunity to sit down with some 

Jehovah’s Witnesses at the house.  About a month ago they knocked on my door 

asking if I would be interested in studying the Bible with them.  I appreciated their 

zeal and told them I would love to study with them.  One of the women repeatedly 

informed me that she and her companion were only going to discuss what the Bible 

says and nothing more.  She wanted me to understand that the things they had to say 

were not matters of their own opinion or judgment but was the simple truth as stated 

in the pages of Scripture.  I said that I would strive to do the same and so we agreed to 

a date for the study. 

 The two Witnesses arrived at the house with Bibles in hand.  They held those 

Bibles in their laps from the moment they sat down to the moment they stood back up.  

However, they never once opened those Bibles.  In fact, they became increasingly 

uncomfortable as Ralph and I turned to each passage they referenced to consider what 

the Bible teaches on the subject.  We worked to show them how Scripture is 

connected, how one passage helps to shine light upon another, how the importance of 

context cannot be overstated, and how to “rightly divide the word of truth,” 

approaching each verse of the Bible objectively yet recognizing that each verse is one 

part of a greater whole. 

 The study did not last more than 35 minutes.  The more seasoned of the two 

promptly ended all discussion with a statement about “agreeing to disagree.”  Neither 

Ralph or I were willing to accept that and so we both attempted to prolong the 

discussion.  It was then that the Witness veteran said the words that I have made the 

title of this article.  He sought to justify their quick exit by saying, “I can see that you 

are satisfied with what you believe.  Well, we are satisfied with what we believe.”  

And that was that. 

 There was a time not very long ago when no Jehovah’s Witness would ever 

leave a house without making a serious effort to persuade the folks living there to 

their way of thinking.  There was a time not very long ago when they would never 

have taken the “if you’re satisfied, I’m satisfied” approach.  Things are changing, 

even among some of the most zealous and evangelistic people in this world (This 

article is not about the gross error of their doctrine). 

 “Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received 

the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things 

were so.  Many of them therefore believed…” (Acts 17:11-12).  The Bereans show 

us a very telling “cause and effect” phenomenon.  When spiritually interested 

people, truly hungering for the truth, seriously examine God’s Word many of them 

will arrive at the truth they seek.  Luke commonly mentions that “some” believed 

or joined with Paul (Acts 17:4, 34, etc.).  Yet in Berea “many” did.  It is not hard 

to see the reason for the difference when we consider how eager they were to 

know God’s truth. 

 Many people possess a similar eagerness right up until they realize that what 

they believe and what the Holy Scriptures say do not entirely mesh.  Often their 

eagerness for God’s truth becomes an eagerness to create their own adulterated 

version of the gospel, which can never save them because it is no longer God’s 

(Galatians 1:6-10). 

 “And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the 

word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but 

as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers” (1 

Thessalonians 2:13).  If what I believe is not what God said that the last thing I 

need to be is satisfied.  Until there is no more room for me to grow or until I’ve 

learned all there is to know about God’s revealed will (and neither is imminent), 

then there is never any excuse for me to become satisfied to the point of refusing to 

hear different views, especially when the differing view is God’s.  Only God’s 

Word can tell us if we’re right or wrong.  Let us stay there! 

AL 

 SERMONS  READINGS  

AM The Older and the Younger  Mark 9:14-29  

PM Let Brotherly Love Continue  Mark 9:30-50 


