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By What Authority? 
Matthew 21:23 “And when he had come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, By what authority do you these things? And who gave you this authority?” 

 Who has authority to start churches and to make doctrine? Jesus said, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on 

earth.” Matthew 28:18 Jesus has that authority because He is the Christ. His authority to build a church is based on the fact that He is the 

Christ. Matthew 16: 15 “He said to them, But whom say you that I am?  16 And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, 

the Son of the living God.  17 And Jesus answered and said to him, Blessed are you, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood has not 

revealed [it] to you, but my Father which is in heaven.  18 And I say also to you, that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 

church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” 
 A number of other people have started churches of their own. Those churches have been started for a number of reasons, none of 

which are good and proper, reasons. They are not churches of Christ because they do not follow the teachings of the New Testament and 

the teachings of the New Testament are the only God approved source of instructions from Jesus Christ in existence on earth today. A 

church cannot possibly be a church of Christ if it does not follow the teachings of the New Testament and those teachings only.  

 One of the churches that have been much in the headlines of the news media for a while is the church started by the King of 

England. That church was born of fornication and appears to be in danger of dying of fornication. King Henry VIII brought it into 

existence as a separate body because of his desire to fornicate with sanction from some kind of church. It is now destroying itself because 

of its unwillingness to stand for Bible truth on the subject of fornication. That church has never accepted God’s standard as preserved in 

the New Testament that all fornication is sin. Because of that it has spent its history on earth, seeking to sort out, which fornication to 

accept and which to reject. One of the follies of the doctrines of men is the foolishness of attempting to define sin by some kind or 

standard other than the inspired word of God. 

 Jesus Christ did not set up a church to make unrepentant practicing sinners feel comfortable about their sin. Jesus loved 

sinners, all sinners, enough to die for their sins, but one thing Jesus absolutely demands is that those sinners repent. Peter said, “Repent 

and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…” Acts 2:38. To the Athenians the apostle Paul 

said that God “Now commands all men everywhere to repent.” (Acts 17:30) There is not a word in the word of God that suggests that 

any can obtain God’s forgiveness for sins that they refuse to stop sinning. 

 But are all of these elaborate kinds of sexual activity sin? The answer is yes! It is because of these sins that great harm 

comes upon whole societies. History says so. The medical community says so. The news media says so. Most of all, the Bible says so. 

Romans 1:26 “For this cause God gave them up to vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is 

against nature: 27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men 

with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet.”  The “natural 

use” is explained by Jesus in Matthew 19:4 “ And he answered and said to them, Have you not read, that he which made [them] at the 

beginning made them male and female, 5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: 

and they two shall be one flesh?  6 Wherefore they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not 

man put asunder.” The “natural use” of the woman is to be the one wife of one man. Each is, according to the plan of God, to be the 

other’s only sexual partner. That is the design of God. Not “male and females” or “males and female” or male and male or female and 

female but only one each male and one each female for each other for life. All sexual intercourse outside of a lawful marriage, of a 

man and a woman, is fornication and God’s wrath comes because of it. Ephesians 5:3 “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or 

covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becomes saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are 

not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.  5 For this you know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who 

is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of 

these things comes the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 7 Be not you therefore partakers with them.”   
 What did the king accomplish by setting up a church that would not condemn the king’s sexual sins? By setting up a church that 

would not condemn his fornication did the king persuade God to forgive the king’s unrepented of sexual sins, the ones that the king 

continued to commit as long as he was physically able? Or was God persuaded to re-label those ongoing sins as acts of obedience 

to God?  
By what authority did the king set up a church that taught contrary to the teachings of the New Testament? By what authority does that 

church, in all its many splinters, continue to this day, world wide, to teach contrary to the teaching of the New Testament? Did the king of England 

die for the sins of this world? Of course he did not, he had sins of his own and could not die for the sins of any other. But only dying for the sins of this 

world would have given the king of England or any other person the authority to set up a church. The Lamb of God was worthy because the Lamb of 

God was able to purchase the kingdom of God with His innocent death. Revelation 5:9 “And they sung a new song, saying, You are worthy to take 

the book, and to open the seals thereof: for you were slain, and have redeemed us to God by your blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 

and nation; 10 And have made us to our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”  Jesus Christ paid for the church with His blood 

and Jesus Christ is the only one who has the authority to dictate the doctrine of His church. The only way Jesus Christ dictates the doctrine of His 

church on earth is through the New Testament. If a church on earth teaches doctrine that is not the doctrine that is taught in the New Testament that 

church cannot possibly be the church that Jesus built because the church of Christ, the church that Jesus Christ built, obeys the teachings of Jesus as 

preserved in the New Testament. The church of Christ is what it is because it obeys what the New Testament teaches. 
 



 

Remember to Pray For 
The Watson family in the death of 

their daughter Nancy Druery.  

Cindy Miller the mother of Rob 

Miller. Cindy has cancer. 

Jonathan Nations with current 

complications from a previous 

back injury. 

Marlene Wood a Christian who 

lives in PA. She is a friend of the 

Thompsons. Marlene is being 

treated for cancer. 

Matt York who has been seriously 

injured in an accident. Matt is a 

friend of Adam Daniels 

Glen Seabolt who has cancer. 

Glen is the younger brother of Pat. 

Christie Ellis the niece of Marc 

Nations in Florida 
Janie Smith  

Shirley Lewis  

Brady Gibbons 

Carla Ward 

Gail Hunter 

Larry Flannery 

Donnie Joseph 

Alexa Anne Harper  

Cheryl Spear  

Lanny Hiller  

Roselyn Agyare  
Charity and Abdiel Pallafox in 

Mexico 

Donnie & Tracy Oliver & their baby  

Helen Stephens  

Brayden Grushon 

The mother of Lori Dailey 

Chris Handshoe 

Chris and Jen Dooley  

Jeffrey Howerton  

Ruel Baker 

Addison Pervine 

Carl Stripplehoff 

Sybil Jamison 

Blanch Thompson 

Karen Handshoe continues to be very, 

very ill. 

Tom Kemp 

Freda Blakey  

James Stauffer 

John Scholtz in Africa 

 

As well as continuing to ask God’s 

help regarding those on our list we 

need also to thank God for all of 

those who have been on this list in 

the past and have been restored to 

health or if they had non-health 

problems have had those problems 

resolved.  

1Thessalonians 5:16 “Rejoice 

evermore.  17 Pray without 

ceasing.  18 In every thing give 

thanks: for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus concerning you”. 

 

Thoughts 
In Genesis 19 when the angels of 

God, in the appearance of men, went to 

investigate the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah 

the people of Sodom attempted to sexually 

assault them. The New Testament identifies 

their homosexual sins as fornication and 

names that fornication as the reason God 

rained fire on them. The fate of Sodom and 

Gomorrah is presented as a demonstration of 

God’s extreme displeasure with fornication 

and his intention to punish it.  

Jude 7 “Even as Sodom and 

Gomorrah, and the cities about them in like 

manner, giving themselves over to 

fornication, and going after strange flesh, are 

set forth for an example, suffering the 

vengeance of eternal fire.” 

God’s attitude toward the behavior of 

the men of Sodom is expressed several times  

Genesis 13: 13 “But the men of 

Sodom [were] wicked and sinners before the 

LORD exceedingly.” 

2Peter 2: 6 “And turning the cities 

of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes 

condemned [them] with an overthrow, 

making [them] an example to those that after 

should live ungodly; 7 And delivered just Lot, 

vexed with the filthy conversation of the 

wicked: 8 (For that righteous man dwelling 

among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed 

[his] righteous soul from day to day with 

[their] unlawful deeds;)” 

 When sin reached a certain point of 

being the commonly accepted practice in the 

general population of Sodom and Gomorrah, 

Sodom and Gomorrah became the object of 

God’s special wrath. It is God not man that 

sets God’s standard of what behavior God will 

reward or punish. No one can make God 

accept and allow unrepentant sinners to go 

unpunished. If every human on earth agrees 

together that God has to accept and allow 

unrepentant sinners to go unpunished, it still 

will not happen. In the New Testament God 

has made His will known and there is no way 

humankind can change that will. God will 

judge every human that has lived on earth, 

since the crucifixion of Jesus, by the teachings 

of the New Testament.  

 John 12: 48 “He that rejects me, 

and receives not my words, has one that 

judges him: the word that I have spoken, the 

same shall judge him in the last day.” 

 We will all be judged by the 

teachings of Jesus that are preserved for us on 

the pages of the New Testament. It doesn’t 

make any difference what councils of men 

decide should be changed in the teachings of 

the New Testament, God will not change it. It 

will still be there when we face God in 

judgement. 

Notes 
Men’s meeting today 4:30PM 

The next informational business meeting is May 

25, 2008, 4:00PM 

The next men’s business meeting is June 8, 

2008, 4:00PM 

When we ask people to come to church 

with us we need to first make them aware of the 

fact that we believe and are governed by the Holy 

Bible as the inspired word of God.  

The visitors need to understand that we 

accept no standard of authority in religion but the 

Holy Bible the inspired word of God. In order to 

understand what is going on visitors need to be 

made to understand that we teach and preach as 

doctrine only what is taught in the Holy Bible.  

The visitors need to expect the teachers 

and preachers here to teach and preach the same 

thing that the New Testament indicates was taught 

and preached by Jesus Christ and His inspired 

apostles.  

The visitors need to understand that 

churches of Christ are unique among churches on 

this earth, in that the New Testament alone governs 

only churches of Christ in all matters of doctrine. 

Every other church on earth teaches as doctrine the 

commandments of humans. In order to help those 

we invite to properly evaluate what is done here we 

need to make them aware that most of the sermons 

and lessons will contain some condemnation of sin 

as sin is defined in the New Testament. We need to 

help our visitors understand that the teaching and 

preaching at this place will be as positive and as 

negative as the message of the New Testament is 

positive and negative.  

The visitors we invite do not need to 

come to this place and be surprised or even 

outraged because they hear a lesson on everything 

the Bible says about their favorite sin; they need to 

expect that. As long as this is a church of Christ 

they need to expect the word of God to be taught 

here as it is taught in the New Testament.  
 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Morning 

Bible Classes 9:45am 

Worship Service 10:45am 

Sunday Evening 

Worship Service 6:00pm 

Wednesday Evening 

Bible Studies for all ages 7:30pm 

Monthly Song Service 

  First Friday 7:30pm 

University Heights  

Church of Christ 
445 Columbia Avenue 

Lexington, Kentucky 40508 
859 255-6257 

859 266-6406 

www.uheightschurch.com 

COME STUDY THE BIBLE  

AND WORSHIP WITH US 

 


