
 

 
 

 
          Great Expectations 
             John Thompson 

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an 

example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. (1 Timothy 

4:12) 

 In 1860 Great Expectations by Charles Dickens was first 

published. Pip, one of the main characters, was an ambitious young 

man. He had great expectations of himself, such as becoming wealthy 

and moving up the ladder of social class. Such worldly goals 

dominated his life until he realized he had missed out on the worthier 

goals of love, loyalty, and a pure conscience.  

 It is right and proper to have high expectations both of one’s 

self and of others. Low expectations benefit no one and can only 

result in delayed growth or no growth at all. Christians are taught, and 

rightly so, that growth is essential for spiritual success. But grow in 

the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 

be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. (2 Peter 3:18) 

Parents are to challenge their children with great spiritual 

expectations. Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but 

bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

(Ephesians 6:4) Christians are to relate to one another in an expectant 

manner. Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 

unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God.  But 

exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that 
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none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. (Hebrews 3:12-

13) I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 

discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

(Romans 12:1-2) 

 God’s people are not to be content with spiritual mediocrity; 

satisfied with underachievement because no higher expectations exist. 

We sing the song Higher Ground, but do we really mean what we sing? 

• I’m pressing on the upward way, New heights I’m gaining every 

day; 

Still praying as I’m onward bound, “Lord, plant my feet on higher 

ground.”  

• My heart has no desire to stay Where doubts arise and fears 

dismay; 

Though some may dwell where those abound, My prayer, my aim, 

is higher ground. 

• I want to live above the world, Though Satan’s darts at me are 

hurled; 

For faith has caught the joyful sound, The song of saints on higher 

ground. 

• I want to scale the utmost height, And catch a gleam of glory 

bright; 

But still I’ll pray till heav’n I’ve found, “Lord, plant my feet on 

higher ground.” 

 Look at the expectations Paul placed upon Timothy. Paul expected 

Timothy to show others the way, to demonstrate how a Christian ought 

to live. Did Timothy feel any pressure when he first read Paul’s 

letter? I cannot imagine that he felt no pressure at all over Paul’s 

requirement, “Let no one despise you for your youth,” but all 

evidence suggests that Timothy eagerly accepted the challenge.  

 Paul expected Timothy to not be the typical immature young 

person with the attitude, “I don’t care what other people think of me.” 

Rather, he was to be exemplary. Exemplary means serving as a 

desirable model; representing the best of its kind. Despite 

Timothy’s youth, Paul expected him to be the best youth around, and, 

since Timothy was serving as an evangelist, Paul expected his 

youthful protégé to be the best youthful evangelist, one whose 

example was desirable, one that people would want to emulate. 

 Paul got down to specifics. He expected Timothy to be 

exemplary in speech. Timothy was to lead the way in demonstrating 

godly speech in a way that others would desire to follow. Paul 

exhorted Timothy to be an example in his conduct so others would 

imitate him as both he and Paul imitated the Savior. (See 1 

Corinthians 11:1) Paul had great expectations of Timothy with regard 

to love and faith and purity. Those five things take in all things 

pertaining to being a faithful Christian. I can think of nothing that is 

involved in being a child of God that is not included in this package 

of great expectations. 

 If Paul was inspired to write those expectations to Timothy, then 

they are God-approved expectations. Furthermore, we have every 

reason to believe they were Timothy’s expectations of himself. 

Surely, if his response was to ignore them or disregard them, if he 

rebelled against them or flatly refused them we would have been told.  

 Finally, if these are God’s expectations of Timothy then they are 

also God’s expectations of all Christians. Will you accept the 

challenge and meet those expectations? There are none greater. 

 



  
 
       
  
   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

  

    

                 

 

                               

 
   
  
 
    
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

      

 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 

   

   
  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

    
  

         

    

 



 

  

 
 

 

  

 

  

    

     

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

          

     

  

 

 

 

       

 

  

 

 

 

   
  

      


