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THE FOLLY OF JUMPING TO NEGATIVE CONCLUSION

Jumping to conclusions is never a wise move. Take a moment
to read Joshua 22:10-34 to be reminded of a disaster that nearly
occurred as a result of it. For some reason it seems the
conclusions one jumps to are negative far more often than not.
The phrase “jumping to conclusions” speaks of those instances
when someone hears or observes a thing and, without seeking
any further information or explanation, instantly draws a
conclusion on the matter. The western tribes of the above passage
nearly did that very thing. Fortunately, they did not want to fight
their brethren and sought explanation before acting further. Many
fights and harsh words between brethren over the years have
come about because someone jumped to conclusions about
something rather than seek further information and explanation.

Let us consider a fairly common scenario. Suppose that a
brother or sister, either before or after an assembly, walks right
past us without glancing at us or responding to our greeting. Now
why would they do that? | suppose it could be rudeness, but
should that be the conclusion to which we jump? Paul reminds
us that “love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.” (1Corinthians 13:7) Part of what these verses
mean is that saints who love never want to assume or believe the
worst about one another. But if not for rudeness, why would that
brother or sister walk right past me without responding to my
greeting? A number of reasons are possible.

1. They simply did not hear or notice me. This is very
possible when parents and grandparents have their hands
and ears full with children or their own elderly parent(s).

2. Something is weighing on their mind. Family, work,
school, or health concerns are real. Perhaps their
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inattentiveness is because they are wrestling with one or
more of those concerns at that very moment.

3. They are focusing on the content of their class, sermon,
or talk. Often, even moments before worship begins, | am
mentally reviewing my sermon. | have walked right past
people and failed to hear their words because | have been
deep in thought. Jackie has pointed out to me on more than
one occasion that | failed to hear or notice someone for this
very reason. If you have been one of them, | apologize!

The point is this: there is no reason to jump to negative
conclusions about the brother or sister who fails to return our
greeting. Such an occasion may even indicate that the brother or
sister needs us to be a servant to them in some way. Their failure
to acknowledge us could be a clue that this brother or sister needs
us to ask after their welfare, or needs a pat on the back along with
some encouraging words, or needs to sit down and talk with
someone who is ready and willing to listen. Obviously, greetings
in the foyer are far from the extent of this application.

In a society so adept at jumping to negative conclusions let
us not be hasty to follow suit. Not only does it demonstrate a
failure in love, it dampens the servant heart that should be beating
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