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A WISE SON 

    Rearing children is never an easy task, regardless of 

the times in which a family lives. Satan has a whole 

arsenal of fiery darts in the form of desirable things that 

he places in front of the undiscerning child. The infant 

son becomes a toddler who then reaches school age. 

Before you know it, the child has become a man. Each 

stage of life a child passes through contains its own 

unique set of exciting temptations 

     Fathers and sons don’t always agree. This can be quite 

troublesome, especially during those years when the son 

is still at home under the father’s authority. Heaven 

knows my father and I often did not see eye to eye. He 

was full of good advice on so many things while I was 

full of myself, meaning I was convinced I knew better 

than my father. Now in my 70’s I know his counsel to 

have been practical, accurate, reasonable, motivated by a 

Father’s love, the depth of which he seldom outwardly 

expressed, and, above all, Bible based. One might say I 

wised up. I wish my father had lived just a little longer 

to witness more of his wisdom reflected in me.  

     I think of Solomon, who was given a wise and 

discerning mind, so that none like you has been before 

you and none like you shall arise after you. (1 Kings 

3:12) His wisdom was beyond measure, and breadth of 

mind like the sand on the seashore, so that Solomon's 

wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the people of the 
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east and all the wisdom of Egypt. (1 Kings 4:29-30) He 

spoke 3,000 proverbs and 1,005 songs. Among his 

proverbs are several of a father giving his son proper and 

prudent advice on choosing the right pathway. Even 

though Solomon lost sight of his wisdom and his son 

failed to follow, the advice remains as valid today as it 

did then 

     Listen, my son to your father’s instruction and do not 

forsake your mother’s teaching. They are a garland to 

grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck. My son, 

if sinful men entice you, do not give in to the…do not go 

along with them, do not set foot on their paths; (Proverbs 

1:8-10, 15) 

 Sons seldom know how a father’s heart swells with 

joy when his good counsel is heeded.     John Thompson 
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