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GOD REQUIRES HOLINESS 

Matt Thompson wrote this article back in 2019. Besides being abundantly 
biblical and well written, it coincides with tonight’s sermon from 1 

Thessalonians 4:1-8. I encourage all to give Matt’s article careful attention. 

     The praises given to God in Revelation 4:8 clearly state that God 

is holy. “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was and is and 

is to come!”  We find no difficulty in acknowledging and accepting 

the holiness of our God, yet there are times where we fail to 

understand the implications of His holiness for us as Christians.  

     As God, through Moses, was teaching the Israelites what He 

required in their worship, He explains an important principle that 

has implications for Christians today. In Leviticus 19:2 God tells 

Moses, “Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and 

say to them: ‘You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.’” 

God explains that His holiness REQUIRES holiness from His 

people. He goes on in Leviticus 20:26 to say, “And you shall be 

holy to Me, for I the Lord am holy, and have separated you from 

the peoples, that you should be Mine.” 

     God’s people must understand that in order to worship God in 

the way that pleases Him, we must present ourselves in the holy 

way that He requires. Let us consider three ways that we, as 

Christians, must present ourselves Holy.  

     Put God’s commands before our wants. To be holy means to 

be dedicated to God for His purpose. We must remember that God’s 

purpose is more important than any of our personal desires. When 

we come to worship God our focus must be on Him. As hard as it 

is sometimes, the cares of this world must fade to the background 

and God must be front and center in our mind in order for us to be 

Holy in the way He requires.  

     Our worship should come from a blameless heart. Every one 

of us sins. Yet our approach to God should be with repentance in 

our heart asking him for forgiveness so that our worship of Him can 

be blameless. We cannot be Holy in the way that God requires when 

we have sin in our lives.  Paul, referring to Jesus, writes in Col. 
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1:22, “He has now reconciled in His body of flesh by His death, in 

order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before 

Him.”  Holy and blameless are inseparable characteristics.  

     Be ready for God to use us as He sees fit. 2 Timothy 2:21 

states, “Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is 

dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as 

holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.” 

To be holy means to be ready for the work that God wants us to do; 

whatever and wherever that is. 

     Ultimately, our holiness is much more than a choice, it is a 

responsibility. We are responsible for being holy because our God 

is holy. Let us come before God in the way He says, not in the way 

we think is right.  

     Micah 6:6-8: “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow 

myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt 

offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with 

thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give 

my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 

of my soul? He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does 

the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and 

to walk humbly with your God?”         Matt Thompson 
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