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“l, NOT THE LORD”

This is the penultimate article in our 1 Corinthians 7 series
as we respond to questions from the chapter. This article will
focus upon the following question: “What does Paul mean in
verses 10-12? Was he speaking by inspiration, especially in
verse 12, or sort of ‘making it up as he goes’?”

Verses 10-12 says, “To the married | give this charge (not
I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her
husband (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or
else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should
not divorce his wife. To the rest | say, (I, not the Lord) that
if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she
consents to live with him, he should not divorce her.”

During his ministry, Jesus had spoken specifically about
the matter Paul addressed in verses 10-11. Take a moment to
read Matthew 5:32, 19:9, Mark 10:11-12. However, Jesus
did not personally address every situation that would arise.
For instance, Jesus never said what to do in situations where
one spouse became a believer while the other did not. Should
the believer remain married to them? What if the unbeliever
decides to leave? This is what Paul is discussing in verses
12-16.

In light of this | would suggest that Paul’s words, “I, not
the Lord” do not reflect upon the inspiration of the statement
at all. I believe the only difference between “Not I, but the
Lord” (10), and “I, not the Lord” (12) is that the first comes
from the actual words of Jesus during his ministry while the
second comes to Paul through inspiration. If one questions
whether the teaching of verses 12-16 should be obeyed, they
would have to admit Paul expects to be obeyed should the
situation arise. 1 Corinthians 14:37 helps here. Paul claims
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his teaching in that chapter is a “command of the Lord.”
However, one will search the gospels in vain trying to find
Jesus addressing the specific issues mentioned by Paul. Is
this a problem? No, it’s inspiration. 7:12-16 is the same.

There is a place in 1 Corinthians 7 where Paul
specifically says he is offering his own judgment. Verse 25
says, “Now concerning the betrothed, | have no command
from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the
Lord’s mercy is trustworthy.” It is not wrong to claim Paul
IS stating his opinion here. Indeed, he seems to be saying just
that. Please note that he specifically tells his readers when
he’s doing it. Notice also the obvious difference in the tone
of verses 25-40 and 12-16. In the former he is offering his
trustworthy and considered opinion, but allows that some
may not choose to follow it. That’s okay. In the latter, he
offers commands (esp. verses 12-13) and expects them to be
obeyed. That’s quite a difference, isn’t it? | pray that this has
been helpful. Adam Litmer
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