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MEDITATIONS ON HEBREWS (2:1-4)

It is obvious from the first chapter of the letter to the Hebrews
that there is no relationship closer than that between God and His
Son. To whom could the Son possibly be compared? Certainly
not to those sin-prone human beings, the very ones in desperate
need of a divine plan for reconciliation. Perhaps, then, to those
heavenly created beings, the angels, of whom nothing bad is ever
written in the scriptures, with the exception of the devil and his
angels. What a worthy group of divine beings who dwell in the
abode of God and have carried out the instructions of the Lord in
many of the most momentous events in history. Two angels,
Michael and Gabriel, are named as archangels, but God never
called any of them His Son, and He never told any of them to sit
at His right hand. Furthermore, and most significantly, He told
the angels to worship the Son, not the other way around.

Why go to this extreme to prove the obvious? Why place so
much emphasis upon the Son of God? Recall how this letter
begins: In addition to all the ways God communicated in the past,
now in these last days He is speaking through His Son, the divine
Prophet, Priest, and King. Then chapter 2 begins with
“therefore.” Therefore, the recipients of God’s message given
through His Son must pay much closer attention to what we have
heard. Notice the imperative contained in the word “must.” God
would not have spoken through His Son if the message was not
of utmost importance. Therefore, the attention given to that
message must be much closer. Much closer than what? Much
closer than any other message given by anyone else.

Peter would often make statements of profound truth, but |
wonder if he realized, at the time he spoke, just how profound.
In John 6, among the happenings recorded is Jesus’
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proclamation, “I am the bread of life,” and subsequent discourse.
The chapter closes with many of His followers turning away
from him. Jesus asked his apostles if they would leave also. Peter
responded, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know,
that you are the Holy One of God.” (John 6:68-69) God the
Father spoke the words of eternal life through God the Son.
Would you choose not to give it your utmost attention?

Lack of attention to the words of eternal life takes many
forms, but they all result in a drifting away. Failure to receive the
word with all eagerness and examine the Scriptures daily like the
Bereans (Acts 17:11); being unable to rightly handle the word of
truth (2 Timothy 2:15); or deserting the gospel of Christ to go
after some distortion (Galatians 1:6-9) all lead to the same end: a
just retribution.

There is an additional point to be made from this passage. If |
do not give God’s word proper attention then | am not giving
God, His Son, or the gift of His Son proper attention. One can
ignore God now, but there will be no escaping God’s just
retribution if we neglect His great salvation. ~ John Thompson
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