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“ALL ARE YOURS” 

    The Corinthians were unfortunately aligning themselves with 

various preachers. (1 Corinthians 1:12-13) As Paul dealt with that 

and other issues in the first three chapters, he concludes his thoughts 

with the following statement, “So let no one boast in men. For all 

things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world 

or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, and you 

are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. (3:21-23) Paul, Apollos, Cephas, 

and any other faithful proclaimer of the gospel belonged to the 

brethren. 

     Paul furthers this thought in Ephesians 4. In verse 8 he quotes 

Psalm 68:18, “Therefore it says, ‘When he ascended on high he led 

a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.’” The word for “gifts” 

here is domata (general gifts because of love and concern) rather 

than charisma (miraculous spiritual gifts). What, or who, these gifts 

are along with their purpose is described in the verses that follow. 

The purpose is to help saints be what they ought to be through 

continued growth and maturity. The gifts themselves are defined in 

verse 11. “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 

the shepherds, and teachers.” In the context, these people are the 

gifts of Christ to his church. 

     Meeting weeks, whether I’m preaching or listening, always 

make me think about the different styles and talents of some of 

those mentioned in verse 11. Some preachers are very calm and still 

in their delivery. Others pace and gesticulate from beginning to end. 

Some preachers have every word they intend to say written down 

before them. Others are more extemporaneous. Some preachers are 

conversational. Others are more dynamic. Some preachers like to 

use a rapid-fire approach, offering a plethora of passages and 

moving through them quickly. Others prefer to mine deeply into 

fewer texts. There are so many different styles and talents. As with 
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everything else, we all have our preferences in what style we most 

enjoy listening to. Paul would grant that, and yet remind us that 

there is no competition in this. They are all yours, given by the Lord 

to help build up the body. 

     Elders are also mentioned as “gifts” given by the Lord to his 

church in Ephesians 4:11. At least one of the preachers Paul 

mentioned, Cephas, became an elder. Though every good elder 

lives an exemplary life, they are all different as individuals. Some 

are very empathetic and highly skilled at walking in the other 

persons shoes. Some are remarkably deep, analytical thinkers and 

capable of getting directly to the heart of whatever issue arises. 

Some of the best Bible class teachers I know are elders. Others can 

teach Bible classes, yet thrive in smaller and one-on-one settings. 

Some shepherd the flock with enthusiastic emotion while others are 

steady and calm. As with preachers, Paul would grant that elders 

have different styles. He would then remind us that they, too, are 

gifts given by the Lord to the church.  

       “All our yours.” Praise the Lord for it!            Adam Litmer 
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