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    THE MESSENGER 

   NOVEMBER 13, 2022 
 

LOOKING FOR YOU 

    There are two looking for you. One knows what you need and 

wants you to have it while the other knows what he wants and will do 

anything to you within his power to get it. The latter doesn’t want you 

to know he is after you with evil intent and hides his lies and 

deceptions. The former so wants to be found by you that he has 

liberally showered your world with evidence of his love for you. 

Which one will find you?  

     Jesus said, But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 

is seeking such people to worship him. (John 4:23) God is looking for 

true worshippers. He will not find them among those who teach for 

doctrine the commandments of men, or from those who simply go 

through the motions, or from those who add to or take away from 

God’s word. God will know that He has found you when you choose 

to diligently search out and do what is pleasing to Him, not what 

pleases you.  

     Jesus, through Peter, said of Satan, Be sober-minded; be watchful. 

Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour.(1 Peter 5:8) God has already defeated our 

adversary and Satan knows it. But that does not keep him from doing 

as much damage on an individual level as he possibly can. While he 

cannot defeat the Almighty God, he can destroy (devour) you. He 

takes deceit, hatred, anger, competition, and destruction and makes 

them seem appropriate, desirable, praise worthy, commendable and 

normal. He connects them with a sense of pride and self-satisfaction, 

and when you have absorbed them, you have become like him. 

Resistance to God will become the norm for you. 

     But God in no way wants to devour you. Rather, The Lord is not 

slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 

toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 

reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:9) Here is what he said to the nations that 

interacted with his people: I was ready to be sought by those who did 

not ask for me; I was ready to be found by those who did not seek me. 

I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that was not called by my 
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name. (Isaiah 65:1) Picture yourself calling out to those you love, 

“Why can’t you hear me. I’m right here. You are in grave danger.” 

But they do not hear you; they pass you by and all you can do is watch 

disaster come upon them. 

     Verse 2 of Isaiah 65 begins a lengthy and stinging rebuke of the 

Israelites for no longer wanting to be true worshippers of God. He 

says, I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious people, who 

walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices; a people 

who provoke me to my face continually…. (Isaiah 65:2) What a 

marvelous picture of the Creator: He stands ready to be sought even 

by those who are not looking for Him. He stands with arms outspread, 

ready to gather in even those who are rebellious. 

     One cannot hang out in the middle between God and Satan, 

allowing the war to wage between them leaving you unscathed. Either 

you will seek after God, accepting Him on His terms, or Satan has 

you. Jesus expressed it this way, “No one can serve two masters, for 

either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 

the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 

(Matthew 6:24) God and Satan are both looking for you. By whom 

will you be found?              John Thompson 
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