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     THE MESSENGER 

    DECEMBER 25, 2022 
 

A CHILD IS BORN 

     On this day many around the world are celebrating the birth 

of Jesus. It is appropriate to point out that Scripture does not tell 

us what day Jesus was born or to create a holiday around it. It is 

also appropriate to point out that taking a day or more to 

contemplate and celebrate a wonderful act of God is not a bad 

thing. Purim and the Feast of Dedication, the forerunner of 

Hanukkah, are biblical examples of such things. (John 10:22; 

Esther 9:20-32) As long as one does not seek to bind their choice 

on how to approach a day like Christmas, it falls squarely within 

Romans 14:5-6. 

       Let’s talk about the birth that is on the mind of most this day. 

It was a prophesied birth, hinted at first almost at the very 

beginning (Genesis 3:15) and most famously prophesied in 

Isaiah 9:6-7. “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 

the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 

be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 

righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of 

the Lord of hosts will do this.” 

     Finally, the day came for this child to be born. Shepherds 

received word with the accompaniment of angelic rejoicing. 

(Luke 2:8-15) Wise men from the east traveled a considerable 

distance after seeing “his star” to visit him after his birth. 

(Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11) King Herod and his loyalists were 

troubled at the news and sought to eradicate this threat to his 

throne. (Matthew 2:3-8, 13-18) Herod’s efforts failed and the 

child grew and matured. (Luke 2:41-52) 
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     As the years passed, the child became a man. Jesus of 

Nazareth next appears to us at his baptism. Incredible things 

happened at that time demonstrating that Jesus was not just a 

man. (Matthew 3:13-17; John 1:29-34) Immediately following 

this Jesus went into the wilderness to battle Satan. Jesus won 

each skirmish, three of which are recorded for us. (Luke 4:1-13) 

However, Jesus did far more than win a battle here and there. He 

never lost. Every time the adversary thought he found the perfect 

“opportune” moment to tempt Jesus beyond his breaking point, 

Jesus showed that he didn’t have a breaking point. He never 

sinned. (John 8:29, 46; Luke 23:47) 

     In the fullness of time, having accomplished all that needed to 

be done, Jesus was killed. This, too, was in submission to his 

Father for no one had the power to take his life from him. (John 

10:17-18) His atoning death (Isaiah 53) and subsequent 

resurrection proved the truthfulness of his claims and the efficacy 

of his actions. (Romans 1:1-4; 3:23-25) Now he sits as the right 

hand of the Father interceding on behalf of his people. (Hebrews 

7:25) 

     Praise God for His plan and for His Son. May we reflect upon 

God’s wondrous grace every day of our lives.         Adam Litmer    

 

    

         Elders 

      Troy Antle 

Deacons 

Richard Brundige 

Evangelist 

 Adam Litmer 

David Collins     Adam Daniels 

     Marcus Lake 

 

 Adam Litmer  

       Frank Patton 

      Jamie Powell 

 

 Pat Seabolt  

  Matt Thompson 

James 

Weatherholt  

 



 

                                                                

                  

  

 


