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THE HOLY SPIRIT

Paul brings his second letter to the Corinthians to a close with
this statement; “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
(13:14)

What do you know about the third member of the Godhead,
or Trinity (a common term, though not found in Scripture, when
listing the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit together)? Are you
comfortable discussing Him? Do you know what He does and
how He does it? What is His primary function in the world and,
even more specifically, among Christians? Should we pray to
Him or worship Him? Does He communicate with people today
and, if so, how does He do it? Does He empower Christians
today? If so, how? All of these questions and more need to be
considered whenever discussing the Holy Spirit. Are you
equipped to have that discussion?

Many of us are not. In fact, this series of articles about the
Holy Spirit comes by way of request. A Christian has admitted
ignorance in this area and, commendably, what’s to learn what
the Bible says on the topic. | suppose most Christians would say
they know less about the Holy Spirit than they do the Father and
Son. | also suspect many of us would admit we’re far more
comfortable talking about the Father and the Son than the Holy
Spirit.

In my experience listening to sermons for all of my life and
preaching them for nearly half of it, there has been an obvious
reticence in speaking in much detail on the Holy Spirit. Some of
us have suggested that this is because Scripture does not have
much to say about the Holy Spirit. I’ve said that myself, though
even a cursory reading shows that’s not really true. In fact, the
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Holy Spirit is mentioned far more often than we might recall.
Some of us have said that Scripture doesn’t reveal as much about
the Spirit as it does the Father and Son. That is true and
interesting considering that the Spirit is the author of Scripture,
something about which we’ll have much to say as we continue.
Yet even saying less about Himself, He has revealed much. My
own reticence has come from two primary places. First is the
sheer amount of fanciful speculation and obvious error taught
about the Holy Spirit. Second is that the Spirit isn’t always as
clear on the how of His actions as He is on the fact of them. I like
things completely spelled out!

Part of the reason I’m excited for these articles is the
opportunity they present to speak on a topic I’ve not spoken on
enough. As with all things, we will strive to be led by Scripture
in our understanding. | hope you are as excited as | am at this
opportunity to learn more about God the Spirit. Adam Litmer
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