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pick out any sub points contained within. Not only does
this help us better understand the passage for our own
personal use, it better equips us to present it from the
pulpit, the classroom, or the living room.

So, how does one learn to outline a passage? The
answer is an ever increasing familiarity with Scripture
and awareness that many times the Holy Spirit moved the
writers to include the outline within their writing.
Certainly some passages are more difficult to outline than
others, yet | suspect you’ll be surprised how often clear
outlines such as the one contained in Matthew 23 are
found in God’s Word once you start looking for them.

May God bless you in your continued and increasing
study of His Word!

NOTE

Declan Weatherholt was born at 3:30 AM Friday
morning. The beautiful baby boy has arrived quite early
and is being transferred to UK’s NICU where his Aunt
Alexa, along with others, will be tending to him. At the
time of this writing Declan is stable and Mary is
recovering. This will be a process so let us pray
ceaselessly for the Weatherholt family and its newest
member, Declan.

IN NEED OF PRAYERS

The Banks’ family, Richard Brundige, David Seabolt, Jeff
Howerton, Rhonda Boyd, Louis Harrod, Paul Atkisson,
Jake Spivey, Robert Brundige, Susie Burton, Valerie and
Barry Boyd, Janett’s mother and stepfather, Sandy Driver,
Erlene Young, Burnice Richardson, Ruth Poynter, Larry
Sells, Evelyn Damron, Tony Tyree, Andrew Westphal,
Jennifer Dunbar, Jean Gartland, John Blessing, Alleen
Terrell, the McDonald family, William Roberts
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Gaius, A Man Whose Soul Prospered
John Thompson

Gaius comes to our attention in the inspired writings of John. What is
said about this Christian is said in just a few words in the shortest book of the
Bible, the Apostle John’s third letter written to Gaius himself. And even though
John uses an absolute minimum of words to tell us about Gaius, we are able to
draw innumerable conclusions about this man and to know him quite
intimately.

| believe the most important information we are given about Gaius is
found in verse 2. Beloved, | pray that you may prosper in all things and be in
health, just as your soul prospers (NKJV). What conclusions can we reach
based upon that bit of information? Paul desired two things on behalf of Gaius:
1) that Gaius would prosper in all things and 2) that he would have good health.
John was always interested in and prayed for his brethren to do well in life. |
don’t know of any biblical reference to John being jealous of the prosperity of
others, or any examples of him desiring bad things to happen to his brethren. He
cared for them, desired the best for them, greatly rejoiced in hearing of them
walking in the truth, and frequently called them beloved.

But verse 2 of 3" John is really not about John. It is about Gaius. And it
is really not the fact that John desired prosperity for Gaius that seems most
significant. Rather it is what John uses for a comparison of prosperity that
should capture our attention and inform us about this man Gaius. John does not
simply state his desire that Gaius prosper in all ways and to have good health.
John desires that Gaius prosper to the same degree that his soul prospers. So
simple a statement, yet one that speaks volumes about this man Gaius, a man
whose soul prospered. Other brethren had reported to John on the prosperity of
Gaius’ soul and John had no reason to doubt those reports.
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Prosperity is the condition of being highly successful. It is synonymous with
thriving and flourishing. The difference between merely being alive and being
vibrantly engaged within one’s environment can be readily observed. Gaius was
not merely spiritually alive, barely hanging on; he was spiritually thriving and
flourishing. He was walking in the truth (verse 3); he faithfully supported
travelling brethren and was pleased to be considered their fellow workers for the
truth (verses 5-8). That support could not have been given without some
repercussion because of the abuses perpetrated by Diotrephes. Diotrephes refuses
to welcome the brothers, and also stops those who want to (welcome the brethren)
and puts them out of the church. (Verse 10). Gaius may have already been put out
of the church or was in danger of that happening soon. Regardless, his soul still
prospered.

Spiritual prosperity, and to some degree even secular prosperity, is
intimately connected with God’s communication to man, i.e. the Bible. Blessed is
the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and
on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he
prospers. (Psalm 1:1-3) Notice in the passage it is the law of the Lord which is
being meditated upon. Who wants to meditate upon law? Law is restrictive and
limiting. Law requires dependence upon the lawgiver and demands obedience. But
it also promises great rewards and if one will delight in dwelling upon it and
routinely and consistently meditate on it one’s soul will prosper and thrive.

Jesus said in John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. |
came that they may have life and have it abundantly. Paul Fox stated in his first
bulletin article, “[If you will] follow [Christ] completely without reservation...you
will receive the love and abundance He has promised. Seek first the salvation
available through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and then claim the joy,
the peace, and the spiritual abundance that the Shepherd offers His sheep. A life in
Christ is abundant beyond measure, exceedingly ample, overwhelmingly able to
flood us with spiritual benefits. Those benefits will be realized to their most
profound and fullest extent beyond the grave when Jesus returns to take us home.
But even now, in this life, there is an abundance of spiritual goodness to be had.”

John desired and prayed that Gaius prosper in all things and have good
health. We are not told whether Gaius prospered as John desired, but we do
know that his soul flourished. May we all be like Gaius whose soul prospered.

Outlining A Passage
Adam Litmer

Perhaps the most common question 1’m asked by brethren after sermons
Is how does one learn to outline a passage of Scripture in a way that makes it
clear and presentable? As with all Bible study techniques it is something that
must be developed and practiced. The best way to do it is to read or listen to
God’s Word as often as you can with daily immersion being the ultimate goal.
The more time you spend in God’s Word the more often you’ll notice how
certain passages outline themselves. Picking up on them not only helps in
sermon or class preparation, but in helping to understand the passage for
yourself. When you note the outline you can begin to break the passage down
into its individual parts, which really helps to mine the depths of the passage.

Consider the following example of a built in outline by considering
Matthew 23:1-36 (I suggest you read the verses as | outline them).

“Woe To You”
Recognizing Pharisaic Sins (Matthew 23:1-36)
Failure to practice what you preach (2-4)

A spirit killing hunger for notoriety and human praise (5-12)

Binding human traditions and interpretations (13-22; Mark 7:5-7)
Emphasizing the externals to the neglect of a holy heart (23-24)

Pride and hypocrisy (25-28)

Admire and emulate the wrong people (29-33)

Refused to hear anything that contradicted their own “sacred cows”, even
if the message came from God (34-35)

No gk owbdE

If you followed along in the verses you were almost certainly able to see
how our Lord not only said these words but provided an easily followed
outline in the process. His outline helps us to note each point contained in
his speech. This, in turn, allows us to consider the nuances of each point and






