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A MESSAGE FROM MANNA 

   Deuteronomy 8:1-3 says, “The whole commandment that I 

command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and 

multiply, and go in and possess the land that the Lord swore to give 

to your fathers. And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord 

your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might 

humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you 

would keep his commandments or not. And he humbled you and let 

you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did 

your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not 

live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the 

mouth of the Lord.” 

     Manna was an interesting thing and, I believe, continues to send a 

message to God’s people today. The word itself means, “What is it?” 

Neither they or their fathers had ever seen it before. Indeed, no one 

had. It came from God for a specific purpose and period of time and, 

having served its purpose, ceased. 

     Perhaps the most interesting thing about manna was that it could 

not be made or provided by one’s own effort and ingenuity. It could 

not be saved up or accumulated. It could not be shrewdly traded to 

acquire other assets. It could not be bought or sold or anything like 

that. Manna provided absolutely no outlet for trusting in or glorifying 

self. Indeed, manna was the definition of “give us this day our daily 

bread.” When the heart of the people was in the right place, it was 

enough. When their heart wasn’t, it wasn’t. 

     I find myself thinking about wealth as I consider God’s use of 

manna. Americans, including Christians, often speak of this country 

as “the greatest county in the world.” Sometimes one will go so far as 

to claim it “the greatest country that has ever existed.” Part of this 

greatness is often said to be evidenced in the vast material blessings 

enjoyed here. Our wealth sets us apart and makes us unique. 

     In a country that does possess so much wealth, and offers its 

citizens numerous paths to acquire more of it, it is important for 
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Christians to be reminded that the scriptures most frequently attach 

wealth to idolatry and the pursuit of it to a materialistic love of self. If 

you doubt that or have forgotten, just open a concordance and take a 

look.  

      Give us this day only enough bread for this day. (Luke 11:3) What 

a strange and foolish message in a country whose godhead includes 

the names Investment, Saving, Accumulating, and Wealth. Presiding 

over them is an all-demanding chief deity. Jesus called him Money. 

(Matthew 6:24) When Jesus seems foolish, a reexamination of our 

values and priorities is in order.   

     Typically articles or sermons such as this conclude with statements 

about how saving to provide for one’s self and family is not inherently 

evil. I say such things myself whenever I write or speak on topics like 

this. We would have to say, however, that it is noteworthy that where 

we feel the need to qualify with various caveats when we discuss 

money and efforts to accumulate more of it, Jesus never did. So let us, 

just this once, conclude such an article without any caveats at all, but 

with a statement Jesus made to a man who was very much about 

saving, accumulating, and acquiring money. Jesus said to him, “If you 

would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and 

you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Matthew 

19:21) What a statement to ponder! May we have the courage and 

wisdom to do so.                             Adam Litmer      
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