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A MESSAGE TO MEN 

    Last week’s article discussed the legacy of lust the current 

generations of our nation are passing on to the next. In this article 

I wish to speak specifically to the men. Let me introduce the 

thinking I wish to discuss by recalling two scenes from 

“Downton Abby.” 

    Mister Carson and Misses Hughes are discussing what to do 

about a maid who became pregnant by a soldier convalescing in 

the house. Carson made the following statement, “Boys will be 

boys. But how any woman could allow her judgment to slip to 

such an extent is beyond me.” In a later episode, Misses Hughes 

is speaking to the same maid who has been sacked and sent away. 

As the young woman began to speak about what the soldier had 

done, Misses Hughes interrupts. “And what has he done, besides 

what every young man wants to do behind the shed?” Boys will 

be boys but women ought to know better. This is a problem, men. 

     In fact, this is a problem that has found its way into pulpits 

and Bible classes. An inordinate amount of attention has been 

devoted to the women. It is as though some believe the complete 

answer to lust is women covering as much flesh as possible, not 

having much interaction with men, and not trying to be too 

attractive. We can make it sound like women, even our sisters in 

Christ, are little more than walking, talking stumbling blocks. 

Even as we rightly bemoan the fact that our society often portrays 

young, attractive women as little more than objects to possess for 

sexual gratification, we can turn right around and make it sound 

like it is all her responsibility that no man views her that way and 

her fault if they do. We must do better, men. We must be better. 

     It all begins with recognizing her for what she is. She is a 

person, not on object. She is an image-bearer, not a possession. 
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If that is not primarily what we see when looking at her, the fault 

is ours, not hers. Jesus said, “But I say to you that everyone who 

looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart.” (Matthew 5:28) As Paul 

instructed Timothy on relationships within the church, he told 

him to view “younger women as sisters, in all purity.” (1 

Timothy 5:2b) Both Jesus and Paul put the responsibility on us, 

men.  

    We do such a disservice to women, especially our young 

sisters in Christ, when we fail in this. How can she truly enjoy 

the blessings of being in Christ when she is made to feel like a 

constant threat to the purity of her male counterparts? Look her 

in her eyes, treat her with Christian love, and let her know she is 

a valued part of the kingdom; a sister, not an object or threat. 

    “Boys will be boys?” Nonsense. Let Christian men be 

Christian men. Let us embrace our sisters in the purity of godly 

fellowship and march side by side rejoicing in our Lord and 

working together for his glory and honor.        Adam Litmer     
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