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SATAN: THE LIAR OF LIARS 

    Satan is extraordinarily adept at lying to us. Though we are 

not ignorant of his designs (2 Corinthians 2:11), it requires 

constant vigilance on our part because we never know when 

his next attack is going to come. 

     Sometimes Satan worms his way into our minds and wreaks 

havoc there. He can be stopped, but only if we’re paying 

attention. One area in which the adversary shows his mastery 

at “making crooked the straight paths of the Lord” is in the area 

of grace, a much-misunderstood subject even among saints. 

     Some fall victim to one of his most ruinous lies: grace must 

be earned. Often brethren are not even aware they are falling 

victim to this devastating error. They may deny they are, yet 

their frustrated comments give them away. 

     An example. A brother or sister has progressed in their 

Bible knowledge and ability to overcome temptation. They 

pray daily, assemble faithfully, and engage in worship. Yet 

they sin sometimes. They rightly resolve to do better, yet see a 

growing frustration in their lives. Every sin reminds them of 

their unworthiness. They repent, yet feel far less joy at the 

thought of forgiveness than discouragement that repentance 

was needed in the first place. They say grace cannot be earned 

yet live as if it must. If these brethren are not able to come to a 

correct understanding of grace they will go through life in a 

constant state of frustration and discouragement. How sad!  

     In Romans 11:5-6 Paul speaks of the remnant. So too at the 

present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by 

grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace 

would no longer be grace. Grace stands not opposite 
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obedience, but meritorious works. Because grace is everything 

God does for us that we cannot do for ourselves, it’s not 

possible to earn it. Unless one truly accepts this, they will find 

themselves in the same position as the Jews of Romans 9:30-

32. Take a moment to read that passage now. 

     A distraught brother said, “I don’t feel like I’ll ever be good 

enough.” He won’t be. None of us will. But where sin 

increased, grace abounded all the more…and…he gives more 

grace. (Romans 5:20b…James 4:6a)  

     It is right to be filled with godly sorrow upon sinning. (2 

Corinthians 7:10-11) We should be angry at ourselves when 

we choose sin over God. However, we don’t have to earn 

God’s grace. We trust Jesus, repent when/if we sin, praise God 

for forgiveness, and go on our way rejoicing at the mercy and 

love of God. What a blessing!            Adam Litmer 
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