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LIFE IS PRECIOUS 

     GUILTY ON ALL CHARGES was the verdict in the Derek 

Chauvin murder trial. Among the myriad of comments heard during 

the various news and press conferences that quickly followed was 

“George Floyd’s life mattered because he was a human being.” While 

it may be tempting to pay little attention to that statement because it 

is so obvious and simplistic, I believe it to be profound and worthy of 

further exploration. Let’s proceed and discover where the journey 

takes us. 

     A being is, very simply, a living thing. To be is to exist. A thing 

does not have to possess physical life to exist. An idea or a cause can 

be alive in one’s mind. We talk of certain things taking on lives of 

their own. George Floyd’s life mattered because he was a very special 

kind of being, a human being. But does his life matter more than, say, 

that of a canine being, or a feline being? I certainly hope the vast 

majority of people would say, “Yes.” So, it is generally agreed that 

human beings matter more than other beings. Why? 

     The word “human” means “of or pertaining to man” and therein 

lies the answer to why human beings matter. After creating the 

physical structure of the universe and filling it with all sorts of plants 

and animals, God knew that the world was ready; all the preparations 

were completed 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our 

image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 

over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth.” 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 

he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:26-27) 

     Note the following: man is the only being for whom everything 

else was created; man is the only being created in the image and 

likeness of God; man is the being given dominion over everything 

else; and man is the only being who will live with God eternally. 

George Floyd’s life mattered to the One who created him. 
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     But while human life always matters to God, it does not always 

matter to other human beings. Humans seem ever ready to trade 

human life for whatever commodity might be considered to be of 

greater value. From the very moment Cain rose up and slew his 

brother Abel, mankind has cheapened life, the very precious gift from 

the Almighty.  

     Throughout history the unauthorized taking of human life has been 

an integral component of the entire spectrum of sinful activities. Man 

does not have the right to take the life of another person unless God 

has authorized it. Such authorization has happened when God has 

raised up one nation to punish disobedience, or by means of the 

institution of government. Furthermore, I believe such authorization 

is contained within the responsibility God places on man to protect 

those dependent upon him. Outside of those limits, when one person 

snuffs out the life of another, he proves he cares nothing for that which 

God loved beyond measure; he thwarts the plan God had for that 

individual; and he destroys the crowning glory of God’s creative 

power. God said, Thou shalt not murder. (Exodus 20:13) and John 

was inspired to write,  Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, 

and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him  (1 

John:15)  How carefully we need to treat one another.    JT   
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