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LIFE IS PRECIOUS (2)

One of the longest lasting and most controversial debates throughout
history is trying to answer the question of when life begins. Scholars
from every academic discipline with a self-perceived stake in the game
have theorized and postulated an answer with minimal agreement. At
various times one particular answer has been settled on and then
institutionalized by government only to be replaced by some other
answer promulgated by whatever special interest group has the ear of
lawmakers.

With regard to human beings, there are variations to the question:
When does life begin? Prominent answers given with great sincerity
include “life begins at conception; when a fetal heart beat is first
detected; at the beginning of brain activity; when tissues in the fetus
separate into different types; and there are several other suggestions.
Even Aristotle, a premier Greek philosopher who lived from 384-322 BC
suggested that male fetuses begin life at 40 days after conception and
female fetuses at 90 days. When life begins has become even more
complicated by changing the question to when does a fetus have a right
to life? Or, when does the fetus become a person?

Since man cannot come to an agreement about the beginning of life,
or about the right to life, or even about when a person actually becomes
a real person, perhaps man should just give it up. Better still man needs
to realize when life begins is not for him to determine. Deity, the eternal
Spiritual Being, has already determined because He is the Creator.

I find it very interesting that the Second Continental Congress,
almost 250 years ago recognized that the right to life was granted by the
Creator and could never be subject to the whims of man. Here is how
the Continental Congress stated that fact in the second paragraph of the
Declaration of Independence: We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness. Notice that the right to life is unalienable and
has been endowed by our Creator. In other words, God has provided his
creation with the right to life and it is not to be taken away. It is obvious that
those words were carefully selected by Bible-believing men. Who would
dare, then, to grab from another that which was given by God? Yet, that is
exactly what is being done to upwards of 1,000,000 unborn babies each
year in the U.S.
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There are a couple of eye-opening and striking passages of scripture
that settle, for me, when, in God’s sight one is a being, that is, has
existence, with person-hood and the righto life. When God called Jeremiah,
He said “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, and before you were
born | consecrated you; | appointed you a prophetto the nations.”
(Jeremiah 1:5) This prophet of God had an identity and a purpose even
before he was conceived and born. Prior to his life on earth, he lived in the
mind and plans of God. King David, in Psalm 139, verses 15-16 wrote some
words from which we ought to conclude that what is in the mind and eye of
God is not to be trifled with as a matter of convenience. My frame was not
hidden from you, when | was being made in secret, intricately woven in the
depths of the earth. "® Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book
were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as
yet there was none of them. Can this nation not stop the insanity of
abortion? Life is the precious gift of God. John Thompson
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