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A RISK WORTH TAKING 

     You’re in your workplace when person A approaches to 

start talking about person B. It’s not complimentary and is 

the sort of stuff that only ever gets said behind someone’s 

back.  

     Who hasn’t found themselves in this sort of situation, if 

not in the workplace than among family and friends? There 

have probably been times when we’ve been person A. How 

do we avoid getting caught up in uncharitable and mean-

spirited talk about someone else? 

     Be reflective. What’s the positive in engaging in the 

current tenor of this discussion? Is following person A’s lead 

bringing anyone closer to God? Would I be ashamed if 

person B overheard my end of the discussion? Honesty here 

will help in determining how to proceed. Let your speech 

always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may 

know how you ought to answer each person. (Col. 4:6) 

     Be careful. The preceding verse says, Walk in wisdom 

toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. (4:5) As 

Christian’s, our example and image must stay on our minds 

as we interact with others, especially unbelievers. Our 

calling is to glorify God in all things. This is never done in 

joining in the sins of others, especially when it’s easy, 

tempting, and “safe” to do so. (1 Timothy 2:22) 

     Be courageous. I’m convinced Ephesians 5:11 is one of 

the most challenging statements penned by Paul. Take no 

part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
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To Our Guests 

Interested in a Bible study? 

Either let one of us know or 

mark it on your visitor card. 

Visit us on Facebook, 

YouTube, or our website to 

watch or listen to sermons. 

 

 

them. Don’t just refuse to engage in them, point them out 

for what they are. That’s not likely to win you many friends, 

but there it is. The personal questions asked in the “Be 

reflective” section need not stay personal. It would do 

person A good to reflect upon them. Ask them to do so. 

     Be a peacemaker. An extraordinary blessing is reserved 

for them. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 

called sons of God. (Matthew 5:9) Peacemakers are slow to 

anger and generous of heart. They won’t engage in mean-

spirited talk but will try to bring peace into the situation 

through their words and example. 

     Worst case? Person A doesn’t gossip to you anymore 

(good!) and they might gossip about you (unpleasant and 

sometimes painful) Best case? Your Christ-like example 

touches their heart and moves them to consider matters of 

eternity. Either way, you’ve stayed true to your Lord. Now 

that’s worth the risk, wouldn’t you say?                Adam Litmer   
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