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Q AND R ON BAPTISM (5)

Question: “1 Peter 3:21 connects baptism, salvation, and a
good conscience. How does a good conscience connect to the
previous two?”

Response: The verse reads as follows: “Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from
the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” It can seem a bit odd that of all
the things Peter could have mentioned about baptism and its
saving nature he chose to mention it as an act that appeals to
God for a good conscience. How does baptism make this appeal
and why does Peter connect it specifically to salvation?

While the conscience must never be used as the creator and
determiner of truth and righteousness (this belongs to God
alone), the importance of a good conscience cannot be
overstated. Consider some comments from Paul and Peter on
the topic.

The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart
and a good conscience and sincere faith. (1 Timothy 1:5)......This
charge | entrust to you, Timothy, my child in accordance with the
prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may
wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience. By
rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith. (1
Timothy 1:18-19)......After speaking of preparation to defend the
hope within us, Peter says, “having a good conscience, so that,
when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in
Christ may be put to shame.” (1 Peter 3:15-16) We could add
more to this list but these suffice.
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When one comes to believe they are alienated from God as
the result of their sins it is not possible to maintain a good
conscience while in that state. As they consider that Jesus is the
Christ, that he died on the cross for their sins, that he rose from
the grave, and that his atoning sacrifice makes reconciliation
with God possible, they realize that it is possible for their
conscience to justifiably be cleansed. This is the incredible news.

But why is baptism the place in which this appeal for a good
conscience takes place? Because baptism is where one puts on
Christ (Galatians 3:27), has their sins washed clean from their
souls (Acts 22:16), receives the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38),
escapes enslavement to the adversary to enter the family of
God (Romans 6; Ephesians 1), and so much more. It is only
because of these things that a sinner can ever legitimately have
and maintain a good conscience.

“Baptism now saves you” and it is possible to stand before
God with a good conscience. What wonderful news! AL
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