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PERMANENT LEGAL SEPARATIONS 

     The next question we will consider from 1 Corinthians 7 

was submitted a few weeks ago. The questioner asks: 

“Where is the biblical authority for a permanent legal 

separation between a man and his wife? In light of 1 
Corinthians 7, why are some Christians getting separations?” 

     In responding I will confine myself to 1 Corinthians 7, 

specifically verses 12-16 as these are the verses typically 

used for divorce or separation from this chapter. In this 

article I am only seeking to answer the question as it has been 

asked. While I cannot speak to the motives behind the 

actions of other Christians without them telling me, it could 

be the questioner has heard brethren justify permanent legal 
separations using 1 Corinthians 7:12-16. 

     Before continuing I would advise reading those verses as 

well as using your phone to get a good definition of legal 

separation. I used the definition given by the Ohio State Bar 

Association. In short, a legal separation does not dissolve the 

marriage and allows for one separating spouse to continue 

on another’s medical insurance along with a handful of other 
financial benefits. Time with children and the dividing of 

property is usually determined by the husband and wife 

rather than the courts. While some eventually reunite, more 

often than not divorce occurs. Again, look it up for yourself 

to get a full legal definition. 

     It is my conviction that 1 Corinthians 7 does not authorize 

permanent legal separation. Let’s consider verses 12-16. For 

space reasons I will not be writing out the verses here, so 
please have your Bible open. 

     Verses 12 and 13 are specifically about divorce. Many 

were already married when they first heard the gospel and 
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believed. Not every spouse became a Christian. Did divorce 

need to occur because of that? No, says Paul. If the 

unbelieving spouse consents to live with the believer, there 
should be no divorce.  

     I believe verse 14 speaks to the setting for the unbeliever 

and the children the marriage produces. While salvation does 

not transfer to them, they are in a setting conducive to 

benefiting from a wonderful influence and, prayerfully, 

coming to belief themselves.  

     Verses 15-16 shows the other side of the coin. The 

unbeliever may choose to separate which, I believe, is 
synonymous with divorce (12-13) in this context. In such 

cases the believing spouse is not enslaved in the hope that 

perhaps they can change their mind and even lead them to 

belief in Christ.  

     Once more, I do not believe these verses provide 

justification for permanent legal separation. Indeed, they are 

not about that at all.                   Adam Litmer    
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