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OUR ENEMY, THE WORLD 

     Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (1 John 2:15) 

     I don’t suppose there is any command from God more difficult to 

obey than for Christians to keep themselves separate from the world. 

Success in virtually every endeavor of life is permeated with the 

leaven of worldliness. Almost from the very beginning of mankind’s 

existence, worldliness has appeared to man as pleasant, desirable, fun, 

beautiful, and must-have. It did not take much convincing for Eve to 

see the forbidden fruit as good for food, and that it was a delight to 

the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, [then] 

she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 

who was with her, and he ate. (Genesis 3:6)  

     The attractiveness of the things of the world is nothing more than 

a false-front behind which hides the ugliness and wickedness of 

worldliness. The Apostle John exposes the true nature of worldliness 

in verse 16 of 1 John 2. For all that is in the world—the desires of the 

flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 

Father but is from the world. Regardless of how friendly the world 

appears; it’s true nature is quite the opposite. Do you not know that 

friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever 

wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

(James 4:4) While we may acknowledge the world to be a dangerous 

place, are we ready to see it as our enemy?  

     So, how do we live in the world and not become of the world? How 

do we keep from being enticed by the deceitfulness of sin? (Hebrews 

3:13) Perhaps we can take a lesson from the action of the youngster 

who hides behind his mother or father when he feels threatened. He 

reduces the threat by hiding behind that which, should a fight ensue, 

will do the fighting for him and be victorious. So, how does that work 

for the Christian? If the Christian runs away from Satan, won’t the 

Evil One simply pursue and strike from the rear? Well, he might begin 

to pursue, but He won’t chase far because there is always easier prey 

to devour. Furthermore, upon seeing you taking refuge behind God, 

Satan will turn around and flee from you because he knows he will 
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never be able to win against God. Submit yourselves therefore to God. 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (James 4:7) 

     King David was a godly man who specialized in fleeing from his 

enemies, and the number of times he wrote of hiding behind God 

suggests that he had enemies other than those who sought to wrest the 

kingdom away from him and kill him. I suspect his spiritual enemies 

bothered him considerably more than the physical ones. What a relief 

it was for him to hide behind the Almighty. Hear my voice, O God, in 

my complaint; preserve my life from dread of the enemy. 2 Hide me 

from the secret plots of the wicked, from the throng of evildoers, 3 who 

whet their tongues like swords, who aim bitter words like arrows, 
4 shooting from ambush at the blameless, shooting at him suddenly 

and without fear. 5 They hold fast to their evil purpose; they talk of 

laying snares secretly, thinking, “Who can see them?” 6They search 

out injustice, saying, “We have accomplished a diligent search.” For 

the inward mind and heart of a man are deep. 7 But God shoots his 

arrow at them; they are wounded suddenly. 8 They are brought to ruin, 

with their own tongues turned against them; all who see them will wag 

their heads. 9 Then all mankind they tell what God has brought about 

and ponder what he has done. 10 Let the righteous one rejoice in the 

Lord and take refuge in him! Let all the upright in heart exult! (Psalm 

64)                         John Thompson     
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