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A WORD TO THE COLLEGE STUDENTS 

     It is my hope that our college students will read this article and gain 

a better understanding of how you are an encouragement to the rest of 

the congregation here at University Heights. 

     We understand the temptations you successfully navigate and 

it encourages us to see your faith remain strong. The older 

members of the congregation have been in your shoes. We have lived 

through the temptations that you face on a daily basis and know how 

difficult they are to stay strong against. And yet you do. Your faith 

leads you to seek the way of escape which God provides (1 Cor. 

10:13). We see your faith, we see your strength, and it encourages us 

to remain strong against the temptations we face. "And after you have 

suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 

eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 

establish you." (1 Peter 5:10) 

     You are strong, faithful role models for our children. Whether 

you realize it or not, the eyes of the young children in the congregation 

watch every move you make. They know your names and burst with 

pride when you acknowledge them simply by saying hello or calling 

them by name. They see your constant attendance at bible studies and 

worship services and tell themselves that when they are in college, 

they will do the same. You have an impact on our children in a way 

that even we, as parents, cannot. The strong, positive, faithful 

influence you have on our children is another way in which you 

encourage us. "Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is 

old he will not turn from it." (Proverbs 22:6) 

     Your energy and enthusiasm for Jesus Christ helps to recharge 

our batteries. The willingness and eagerness you have to discuss 

Jesus and your faith with anyone and everyone helps us to do the 

same. We see how you persevere through your classes, studying, and 

tests, and still appear to have a boundless, never-ending zeal to share 

your faith in Jesus with others. Seeing this helps us to put the earthly 

cares of our jobs behind us and focus on God’s grace and Jesus’ 

sacrifice. We remember that God's people must zealously pursue good 

works. "who gave Himself [Jesus] for us to redeem us from all 
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lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for His own possession 

who are zealous for good works." (Titus 2:14) 

     Your faith gives us confidence that the work of Christ’s church 

will continue strong. We are encouraged when you actively 

participate in bible class by asking or answering questions; when you 

take on leadership opportunities within the worship service; and when 

you come to Friday night singings or congregational meetings. We see 

your faith and it gives us confidence in the next generation of Godly 

leaders in the church. Every generation of Christians must remain 

strong against the wiles of Satan and the temptations that he hurls. 

When your faithful courage shines through, it gives us confidence that 

you will continue to remain strong when you are Elders, Deacons, the 

wives of Elders and Deacons, and faithful members of the church. Just 

as Paul identified strong faith in Timothy, we see it in you. "I am 

reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your mother 

Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well." (2 Timothy 1:5) 

     When you hear older members say that younger Christians are an 

encouragement to them, it is important for you to understand why that 

is. These are just four of the many reasons as to why you are such 

valued members of our congregation. We only hope we are as much 

an encouragement to you as you are to us.       Matt Thompson 
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