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THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

What does the Holy Spirit do? Scripture speaks of the
Spirit’s activity in terms of giving knowledge and power. We
will attempt to understand what the Scripture means by these
things over the next few articles. In this article we will be
focusing upon the Holy Spirit’s work of providing us
knowledge.

| believe the most important gift the Holy Spirit has given
to the people of God, and the world generally, is the Bible
itself. When we think about the writers of Scripture certain
names come to mind. The writing of Moses, David, and
Solomon has been preserved in the Bible. The letters of John,
Peter, Paul, and Luke make up much of the New Testament.
Yet these men were not writing a product of their own
devising or making it up as they went along. Ultimately, the
Holy Spirit is the author of scripture.

David speaks directly to thisin 2 Samuel 23:2. “The Spirit
of the Lord speaks by me; his word is on my tongue.” Jesus,
further emphasizing this point in a conversation found in
Mark 12:35-37, said in verse 36, David himself, in the Holy
Spirit, declared, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right
hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.’” Peter makes
the same point in Acts 1:16.

Paul says the Holy Spirit spoke though lIsaiah in Acts
28:25-27. Peter makes this point about the Holy Spirit
writing through the prophets in 2 Peter 1:20-21. Recall
Jesus’ promise to his apostles about the Holy Spirit working
through them in John 16:12-14. The Holy Spirit inspired the
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writers of Scripture to produce scripture. They did not come
up with the idea on their own. We will talk more about the
process of inspiration in the next article.

As we conclude this article, let’s take a moment to
consider the difference between revelation and inspiration.
While the Spirit inspired Paul to write the things he did, Paul
did not need his own thoughts or the things he had
experienced firsthand revealed to him. The Creation account,
on the other hand, required revelation for no writer of
scripture had been there to witness it. Messianic prophecies
also required revelation for there was no way for the inspired
writers to know about the future and the fulfilment of the
things they were writing in a man named Jesus. The personal
thoughts of people the writer had never met or
communicated with, things said behind closed doors, or
other details the writer had no way of knowing all came to
them through revelation by the Holy Spirit. Everything in
scripture is inspired but not everything is revealed. AL
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