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     THE MESSENGER 

           MAY 21, 2023 
 

“GIVE YOUR COUNSEL. WHAT SHALL WE DO?” 

     In the previous article we discussed receiving counsel. We 

noted the examples of Rehoboam from 1 Kings 12:1-15, Hanun 

from 2 Samuel 10, and Gamaliel from Acts 5:17-42. The point 

of the article was to remind us that, in the end, what makes advice 

good is whether or not it will allow one to walk in a manner 

worthy of their calling. In other words, does what God has 

revealed to us in His Word approve the course I’ve been advised 

to take? In that regard, neither the age or experience of the one 

offering the advice is the deciding factor in whether or not God 

would approve one heeding it.  

     There is one other passage I’d like for us to consider before 

bringing these thoughts to a close. In this passage we’re going to 

find an interesting statement made about an individual and then 

consider the advice that he offered.  

     As Absolom’s conspiracy was strengthening, the news turned 

even worse for David when he was told, “Ahithophel is among 

the conspirators with Absalom.” (2 Samuel 15:31) Many people 

were joining Absalom. Why was Ahithophel joining him such a 

problem? David tells us in his response to the troubling news. “O 

Lord, please turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.” 

Ahithophel was more than just another counselor. He was the 

counselor. The editorial statement I mentioned earlier is found in 

2 Samuel 16:23. This is what we’re told: “Now in those days the 

counsel that Ahithophel gave was as if one consulted the word of 

God; so was all the counsel of Ahithophel esteemed, both by 

David and by Absalom.” So, when Ahithophel spoke, people 

listened. 

     And yet, Ahithophel was not God. Though his counsel “was 

as if one consulted the word of God”, at least in the mind of 
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David and Absolom, his counsel was not equal to the word of 

God. See the proof in his counsel of 16:21. “Go in to your father’s 

concubines, whom he has left to keep the house, and all Israel 

will hear that you have made yourself a stench to your father, and 

the hands of all who are with you will be strengthened.” In other 

words, “Go have sex with all these women to show how 

thoroughly you’ve turned against your father. Then all of who 

have joined you to overthrow the man after God’s own heart, the 

one God specifically chose to lead this nation, will be encouraged 

to go and kill him.” Regardless of how this man might have been 

esteemed, does that sound like God to you? The counsel was 

abundantly pragmatic, but godly? No one involved in this 

conspiracy was honoring or glorifying God. There is no such 

thing as godly counsel that advises one how to sin more 

effectively. 

     “The counsel that Ahithophel gave was as if one consulted the 

word of God.” But it wasn’t the word of God, was it? Ahithophel 

shows us the difference between the man who offers pragmatic 

advice focused solely upon temporal considerations and the one 

who gives counsel that honors God from a heart focused 

foremost upon matters of eternity.                Adam Litmer    
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