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     THE MESSENGER 

           JUNE 25, 2023 
 

 “IN ORDER TO” OR “BECAUSE OF”? 

     In this article we will continue to consider and respond to one 

of Frank Turek’s recent podcasts entitled, “7 Reasons Why 

Baptism is NOT Required for Salvation.” I encourage you to 

listen to the podcast yourself on whatever platform you prefer. 

Honesty requires that one be permitted to speak for themselves. 

By listening to him offer his reasons you can ensure that I am not 

putting words in his mouth or guilty of a “straw man” fallacy.  

     Mr. Turek takes a few moments to talk about Acts 2:38. In 

this verse Peter responds to the question of verse 37. “Now when 

they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and 

the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter’s 

answer in verse 38 reads as follows: “Repent and be baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 

of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

Focusing on the word “for” (the Greek preposition eis), Mr. 

Turek mentions that the word can mean, “because of” rather than 

“in order to receive.” To substantiate this, he offers the example 

of Matthew 3:11. In this verse John says, “I baptize you with 

water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier 

than I, who sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire.” He points out that John was not 

saying he baptized “in order to get repentance, but because they 

had repented.” Fair enough, yet John’s baptism is not the baptism 

of Acts 2:38 and the two verses do not say the same thing.  

     Even so, let’s take Mr. Turek’s reasoning into Acts 2:38 and 

see what we get. You cannot simply ignore the fact that “repent” 

comes before baptism in the verse and that both are clearly 

pointing to the same end. If baptism is enjoined upon them 

because they had already received the forgiveness of their sins 

and the gift of the Holy Spirit, then repentance is enjoined for the 

same reason. This would mean Peter is telling them to repent of 

their sins because their sins were already forgiven. That’s 
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nonsensical. And if we must appeal to another passage 

containing the word eis to help us understand Acts 2:38, why not 

appeal to one that uses the exact wording of Acts 2:38? In 

Matthew 26:27-28, as Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper, we 

read, “And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave 

it to them, saying, ‘Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of 

the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 

sins.’” Did Jesus shed his blood because sins were already 

forgiven or in order that sins could be forgiven? The answer is 

obvious and that’s how “for” is used in Acts 2:38. 

     Mr. Turek uses a rather odd example next. He says that you 

don’t take two aspirin in order to receive a headache but because 

you’ve already got one. True. However, his example hurts his 

argument far more than it helps it. When you have a headache, 

you take aspirin to alleviate the pain, not because the pain has 

already been alleviated. In the same way, people repent of their 

sin and are baptized in order to receive forgiveness of sins and 

the gift of the Holy Spirit, not because they have already received 

them. 

     Mr. Turek is an intelligent man and a good thinker. That his 

arguments in this area are so weak and indefensible is a reminder 

that there is no such thing as good reasoning for contradicting 

what the Bible teaches. Indeed, good reasoning never leads to 

such efforts in the first place.                     Adam Litmer   
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