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DESCRIPTIVE OR PRESCRIPTIVE?

In this article we will continue to respond to Frank
Turek’s recent podcast entitled “Seven Reasons Why
Baptism is NOT Required for Salvation.” As I’ve mentioned
in each article, you can listen to this episode on whatever
platform you prefer for podcasts. It’s important to be fair to
someone you’re responding to, especially if you’re
disagreeing with them. The best way to do this is to let them
speak for themselves without assigning arguments to them.

One of Mr. Turek’s arguments centers around the way the
book of Acts is interpreted. He says that many things in the
book are “described rather than prescribed.” This means that
sometimes Luke was simply telling us what the early
Christians were doing without telling us that we need to do
the same. This principle is sound. For instance, we are
informed that early disciples met in an upper room. (Acts
1:12-14) Another time the apostle Paul spoke to the brethren
until midnight. (Acts 20:7) In such passages the Spirit is not
prescribing upper rooms upon Christians or sermons into the
wee hours of the morning. Mr. Turek is absolutely correct in
saying that Acts sometimes describes rather than prescribes.

| do, however, have a problem with Mr. Turek seeking to
put baptism in that category. When something is merely
descriptive, it is incidental. By that | mean it is done, but in
subjection to the more important element under
consideration. For instance, the important point was that the
disciples were meeting together. That it was in an upper
room is incidental, or subordinate, to the meeting. They
would still be meeting whether there was an upper room or
not.
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That is not the case with baptism. Acts 2:38 and 22:16
show the place of baptism in the forgiveness of sins. Mr.
Turek needs to explain how and why baptism is descriptive
rather than prescriptive in these passages. He needs to show
how removing baptism from the above passages still brings
about the result they tie directly to baptism. Asserting it
proves nothing. If he cannot substantiate his assertion as it
relates to baptism than he needs to explain by what authority
he changes what the bible teaches about baptism.

| also find it interesting that baptism is the only element
of reaching salvation treated in this way. One would think it
Is only mentioned a time or two during conversions found in
Acts rather than in all of them. Neither repentance or
confession, both of which Mr. Turek believes are necessary
for salvation, are found nearly as often as baptism in Acts.
So where is the podcast offering a number of reasons for why
they are not required for salvation? Of course, they, along
with baptism, are required for salvation.

Yes, some things are descriptive rather than prescriptive.
Yet we must have good reason for seeing them that way.
Baptism, in no way, falls into that category. As long as sin
needs cleansing, baptism will be the God given avenue by
which it comes. Adam Litmer
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