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     THE MESSENGER 

           JULY 23 , 2023 
 

 WHAT ABOUT CORNELIUS? 

     In this final article responding to Frank Turek’s recent 
podcast, “7 Reasons Why Baptism is NOT Required for 

Salvation”, we will be considering the salvation of 

Cornelius. Mr. Turek claims this event shows that baptism is 

not essential. Let’s consider it together. 

     Acts 10 is a unique chapter. The first seven verses 

introduce us to Cornelius, a devout Gentile believer in God. 

An angel told him to send for Peter. To this point, Gentiles 
had not been brought into the kingdom. This shows us a new 

element to God’s plan. Such times are unique and often 

accompanied by signs and miracles. 

     God needed to prepare Peter. Verses 9-23 show us the 

vision God used to accomplish it as well as the instruction to 

accompany the messengers sent from Cornelius to retrieve 

Peter. 

     In verses 23b-33 Peter, accompanied by several Jewish 
Christians, visit Cornelius. He asked why he’d been 

summoned. Cornelius explained his angelic visitor and their 

eagerness to hear the message God had entrusted to Peter. 

     In verses 34-43 Peter delivered the gospel message. As 

he spoke the Holy Spirit suddenly came upon Cornelius and 

the others. Peter realized this had happened because 

Cornelius and his friends began speaking in tongues and 

extolling God. (44-46) In this passage, “the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” was a miraculous outpouring of the Spirit 

empowering them to speak in tongues. Peter asked if anyone 

could withhold baptism from them seeing as the Holy Spirit 

had come upon them just as upon Peter and the others. He 

then commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ. (47-48) 
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Interested in a Bible study? 
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     Here is the argument Mr. Turek and those who think like 

him make: “Peter said the Holy Spirit had fallen on 

Cornelius and the others just as he had upon Peter and his 
companions before baptism was commanded. Thus, they 

were saved before baptism.” 

     I disagree with this argument. The evidence that 

Cornelius and his people had received the Holy Spirit was a 

miracle. (44-47) When Peter was called upon to explain his 

actions to his unhappy Jewish brethren, note what he said. 

“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on 

us at the beginning.” (11:15) Peter had to go all the way back 
to the Holy Spirit coming upon the apostles in Acts 2 to find 

something comparable. This tells us that “the gift of the Holy 

Spirit” given to Cornelius and his people was not typical. It 

was something new. Unless Mr. Turek is willing to say that 

what happened with Cornelius happens to everyone, 

(consider what that would mean) then he cannot use this case 

as typical. Besides that, Peter commanded them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus for the same reason everyone 
is commanded to be baptized. (10:48) 

     It is not hard to understand these things if one will simply 

accept what God says and do it.         Adam Litmer 
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