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JUST COME HOME

A couple of weeks ago we finished our consideration of
the parable of the prodigal son. We examined all three main
characters and the lessons we learn from them. There is one
final thought about the younger son that | wish to share with
you in this article.

We’re told that he “came to himself” and began to think
clearly, perhaps for the first time in his life. His next act is
one that | imagine each of us can understand and have done
many times ourselves: he rehearsed what he was going to
say. “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. |
am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one
of your hired servants.” (Luke 15:18-19) He wasn’t just
trying to say what he thought his father wanted to hear. He
meant every word in his speech. He just wanted to make sure
he had the right words before he went home. There is so
much to commend in the humble and contrite heart of that
young man.

Yet there is also a danger here that has led many
Christians to hesitate in returning home and even caused
some to refuse to attempt the journey at all. What am |
supposed to say when | go back home? What am | supposed
to say to the people | have hurt? How can | approach the
person whose heart I’'ve broken? If my sins have deeply
disappointed the people who love me most, how am I
supposed to return to them? What do | say?

So we rehearse. We try to find just the right words to
convey our shame, sorrow, and apology. We try to devise the
perfect speech to make everything alright again. Then we
realize that a single speech isn’t going to cause those we’ve
hurt or disappointed to forget that we did what we did. We
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begin to think about the hurt, disappointed, or angry
expressions we’re certain will be on each face upon our
return. Our determination to return wanes as we start to
consider worst case scenarios. What if we’re rejected
outright? What if, like the older brother, our loved ones
refuse our return altogether? Perhaps it’s better to remain
right where we are, sin and all. Perhaps the journey back
home is just too hard.

When the prodigal returned home, he took a deep breath
and launched into the speech he had undoubtedly rehearsed
a hundred times on his journey home. He was about half way
through when his father threw his arms around him and
began to celebrate his return. (Luke 15:20-24)

Perhaps our choices have led us far from God and our sins
have hurt those who love us most. Perhaps we’re rehearsing
speeches and close to concluding it’s too hard to make the
journey. If so, let us learn the most important lesson from the
prodigal son and just come home. I'1l say it again: just come
home. AL
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